
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silent Meditation 
 
 
To remain neutral in situations of injustice is to be 

complicit in that injustice.  ~Desmond Tutu 
 

If you want peace, you must work for justice.    

 ~Pope Paul VI 

 
Justice denied anywhere diminishes justice everywhere…true peace is not 
merely the absence of tension, it is the presence of justice.    
 ~ Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

October 16, 2016 10:55 AM 

 
Gathering Music Jared Fischer 
 
Welcome and Announcements   Nancy Ellett Allison 

One:   May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

(Please pass the friendship pads so that all worshippers 
have the opportunity to sign them) 

 
Opening Voluntary Jared Fischer 
 

Words of Preparation Joy Decker  
One: We are summoned by a gracious and merciful God. 
Many: We come with thankful hearts, humbled in God’s presence. 
One: Our God breathed into emptiness and created all that is. 
Many: With love and care, God shaped the world in all its diversity 

of mountains and valleys, rivers and deserts, and people of all 
colors and sizes. 

One: Threading through it all are beautiful dreams of justice, 
compassion, reconciliation and peace. 

Many: Lead us in paths of righteousness. Fill our hearts with 
compassion and a thirst for justice. 

One: Be with us now. Draw near to us as we draw near to you. 
Many: We open our lives to seeking God’s presence. 
One: Come, lets us worship God who is with us always. 
All: Praise God for an eternal, sustaining presence. 
 

Passing of the Peace Joy Decker 
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the 

peace of Christ is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

All rise in body or spirit  Sing Response  
Hymnals located below pews 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

 



Hymns 421 “We Gather Together” 

 
“Instrument” 

 

Where there is hatred Lord, let me sow your love 
Where there’s injury, let forgiveness be enough 
Are we giving up, fighting the good fight 
Where there is despair, just a flicker in the flame 
Could break the veil of night 

 

Refrain: Creator God and Son 
O, Holy Spirit, three in One 
I offer you myself, though I’m broken and spent 
Let me be Your instrument  

 

May I never seek, to be consoled as to console 
    May I understand, to be loved is to love, to be loved is to love (Refrain) 

 

Let there be peace, pardoned in the pardoning 
Born again when we die, You have raised us to new life   
 



Children’s Offering & Message Nancy Ellett Allison 
 (Following the Children’s Message, pre-schoolers may go to extended 

care and those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.) 
 
 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson  Micheal Hall & Dickie Lamm 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the Living God, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be 
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Holy 
One: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know God’, for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Living God; for I 
will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.   

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
 
Generations of Generosity Micheal Hall & Dickie Lamm 
 






























Hymn   “Future/Past” 

 
You hold the reins on the sun and the moon 
Like horses driven by kings 
You cover the mountains, the valleys below 
With the breadth of your mighty wings 
 
All treasures of wisdom and things to be known 
Are hidden inside your hand 
And in this fortunate turn of events 
You ask me to be your friend 
You ask me to be your friend 
 

 Chorus:  And you, you are my first, you are my last, 
              You are my future and my past. 2x 

 
The constellations are swimming inside 
The breadth of your desire 
Where could I run, where could I hide 
From your heart’s jealous fire 
 
All treasures of wisdom and things to be known 
Are hidden inside your hand 
And in this fortunate turn of events 
You ask me to be your friend 
You ask me to be your friend  (Chorus) 

 
You are the beginning and the end  

 (Instrumental to Chorus) 
 
Our Time of Prayer Together Nancy Ellett Allison 

Crop Walk Blessing  
 
 
Gift of Music “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” FAITHFULNESS 
     Jared Fischer, piano; Jeff Rivenbark, tenor; Yami Senturias, soprano  





Gospel Lesson Luke 18:1-8 Gregg Walker 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to 
lose heart. He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither 
feared God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who 
kept coming to him and saying, “Grant me justice against my 
opponent.” For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though I 
have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow 
keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me 
out by continually coming.”’ And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust 
judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to 
him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will 
quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will 
he find faith on earth?’ 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 

Sermon “A Widow’s Pursuit of Justice” Gregg Walker 
 

 Offertory Invitation Nancy Ellett Allison 
 

Offertory  Jared Fischer 


Offering Response 38     WOODLANDS             
 

 
 

                Lift eve - ry     gift        that God to      us   has      given; 

 
        How    lies       the      best ‘til  blessed by    God     in    heav’n!  

 
           With      spi - rits    one,       with hearts inspired and  awed, 

 
            We   lift      them up,    we    lift   them   up          to    God! 



 

Offertory Dedication Nancy Ellett Allison 
 

Hymn 588 “Let Justice Flow Like Streams” ST. THOMAS 

 
Benediction  Gregg Walker 
 
Postlude Jared Fischer 
 
 



 
 

 
WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT 

We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and 
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a 
record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the 
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact information. 
We invite our visitors and members to linger following worship and join us 
in light refreshments and conversation. 
 

WELCOME TO OUR GUEST PREACHER, GREGG WALKER 
We are delighted to welcome Gregg Walker as our preacher today.  Gregg 
is in his fourth year (of five) of studies at Union Presbyterian Seminary and 
is serving with us a Ministry Intern for the school year. Gregg is also 
seeking standing in the United Church of Christ as clergy and is looking 
forward to ministry as a chaplain. Gregg is a “second career” student and 
is currently employed at Maestro Health. He is married to Ann, and they 
have three sons; Nathan, Joshua and Eli. 

 
NEW MEMBER & INQUIRERS CLASSES 

Would you like to learn more about Holy Covenant and the United Church 
of Christ? Come to these inquirers classes held in the conference room: 

October 23, 9:30 AM – Organization & Opportunities for Involvement 
November 1 – Welcome Sunday 

Contact the office for more information, office@holycovenantucc.org. 
 

GENERATIONS OF GENEROSITY COMMITMENT CARD 
Planning our giving helps shape our behavior and strengthen our 
commitments to future generations of the congregation. We are asking 
members to determine what they are able to commit to Holy Covenant's 
future through the General Fund and to maintaining our infrastructure 
through the Building Fund. Please take a pledge card home with you and 
return it by October 23 so we might celebrate together at our...  

ALL CHURCH PICNIC, OCTOBER 23  
Following worship we will have hot dogs and hamburgers with all the 
fixings!  Please join us and bring a big appetite! 

FOLLOWED BY A CONCERT: 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 
 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT  



 With Music and Justice for All: DeChant & GAILLIARD, 2pm 
Come hear Southern author Frye Gaillard and award-winning Nashville 
recording artist Anne E. DeChant team up for an afternoon of stories and 
song; exploring the depths of the human condition raising issues of 
empathy, compassion and justice. Reception to follow. Books and 
Recordings will be available for purchase after the show. 

 
THE CROP HUNGER WALK IS TODAY!   

Please support one of the walkers with a pledge to alleviate hunger in 
Charlotte and the world.  25% of the donations will stay in Mecklenburg 
County and be split between 3 agencies- Loaves and Fishes, Crisis 
Assistance Ministry and Second Harvest Food Bank.  The walkers are Linda 
Carver, Jean Raley-Dennis, Tina Dickens, Shirley Moder, Sue Pascucci, 
Sarah Stiles, Moses Taylor and Sarah Wilds.   Thank you for your support.  
If you need a receipt for tax purposes, let Tina Dickens know- 
704.965.7708, taichitina@gmail.com. 
 

WEDNESDAY YOGA AT 7:30 PM   
We meet for a time of yoga. For more information, contact David Smith 
704-533-2142 or prizmsongs@gmail.com. 

 
 HANDBELLS ARE RETURNING! 

Marion Rhyne is our new Handbells Director, and she wants to meet you! 
Contact Marion about your interest at mjrhyne@vnet.net. 

 
BACK TO SCHOOL MEANS TIME FOR BACKPACK MINISTRY 

Bring your food gifts of small sized protein, vegetables, soup, starches, 
fruit, breakfast items or a snack.  Don't have time to shop? Make a 

donation and a personal shopper will do the rest! 

 

 
WE COULDN’T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 

Elder of the Month: Faye Humphrey 
Greeters: Donna Collins, Judi Lord 

Media: Brian Hankins, Joe Craig 
Ushers: Kim Cobb, Scotty Foster, Barry Holcomb, Sue Pascucci 

Tabulators: Lori Cipot, Terry Raley-Dennis 
Recyclers: Lynn Chavarria 



 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Members 
Gail Bushman, Leanne Bushman, Charlotte Carbone, Ginny & Bob Fisher, 

Marianne Gannon, Helen Lambert, Karen Long, Irene Mikkelson,  
Sheryl Stogner, Kathleen Wagner 

 
Friends & Family Members   

McKenzie (Sue Godfrey), Rose Bouchonville (John Maze), Matthew 
Christian, (Beth Sharp), Andrew Edenfield (Donna Collins), Bill Funderburk 
(Donna Collins), Frances Helms (Lynn Helms), CD & Alice Huskins (Jared 
Fischer), John Jacobsen (Holly Middleton), Aaron Johnson (Joy Johnson), 
Ashley Jones (Annette Shoop), Urban Linn (Julie McLelland), Bob Lyon 
(Melissa Noll), Carrie McLelland (Joe McLelland), Sarah Mitchell (Scottie 
Foster), Pat & JoAnn Murphey (Laura Murphey), Jennifer Owens (Donna 
Collins), Ron Parrish (Terry Parrish), Nancy Robbins (Robert Shepherd), Luz 
Soto (Aida Marcial), Tommy Simpson (Cynthia Simpson), Janet Watson 
(Donna Collins), Charles Weaver (Susan Rettberg), Doris Wright (Kathleen 
Wagner) 

 
 

Candid photographs and/or video recording share our work and witness and invite others 
into the fellowship of our congregation. Some pictures/video may be published in church print 

publications, on our website or on our official social media sites. If you do not wish to have 
your image published, please contact the church office by phone or email. 

 
 

Holy Covenant United Church of Christ  
Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison, Ph.D., Pastor 

Mr. Jared Fischer, Music Director 
Mr. Steven Burleson, Youth & Young Adult Pastor 

Mr. Gregg Walker, Ministry Intern 
Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant 

3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 
www.holycovenantucc.org  office@holycovenantucc.org  704-599-9810 


