
 

 

 

There are only two feelings. 

Love and fear. 

 

There are only two 

languages. 

Love and fear. 

 

There are only two activities. 

Love and fear. 

 

There are only two motives, 

two procedures, two 

frameworks, 

two results. 

 

Love and fear. 

 Love and fear.  

 

 

 

 

Love is born 

With a dark and troubled face 

When hope is dead 

And in the most unlikely place 

Love is born: 

Love is always born. 

 

-Michael Leunig 
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November 27, 2016 10:55 AM 

 
Gathering Music Jared Fischer 
 
Welcome and Announcements   Nancy Ellett Allison 

One:   May the peace of the Christ Child be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

(Please pass the friendship pads so that all worshippers 
have the opportunity to sign them) 

 
Opening Voluntary  Jared Fischer, Bill Tyler 
  

Call to Worship Brian & Laura Hankins 
Voice 1: Advent challenges us to see God's vision of what is yet to be,  
  to hear God's voice calling anew,  
  to smell the scent of God in our world. 
  The Spirit of God is among us! 
Voice 2: Breaking down old barriers, building a new world. 
All: Prepare a way for the coming of the Christ-child! 
Voice 1: The Spirit of God is among us! 
Voice 2: Seeking out truth new and old, creating a just world. 
All: Prepare a way for the coming of the Christ-child! 
Voice 1: The Spirit of God is among us! 
Voice 2: Moving in the air, the land, and the waters,  
   making our world whole. 
All: Prepare a way for the coming of the Christ-child! 

 

Passing of the Peace Brian & Laura Hankins 
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the 

peace of Christ is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 



All rise in body or spirit  Sing Response  
Hymnals located below pews 



HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

advent conspiracy ~ breathing in peace 
first sunday in advent 

 

 
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

 







 Hymn 110 “Now Bless the God of Israel” FOREST GREEN 
 

1. Now bless the God of Is-ra-el, 
who comes in love and power, 
who rais-es from the roy-al house 
de-liv-ernce in this hour. 
Through ho-ly prophets God has sworn 
to free us from a-larm, 
to save us from the heav-y hand 
of all who wish us harm. 

 
2. Re-mem-ber-ing  the cov-e-nant,  

God res-cues us from fear,  
that we might serve in hol-i-ness 
and peace from year to year; 

 And you, my child, shall go be-fore 
 to preach, to proph-e-sy, 
 that all may know the ten-der love, 
 the grace of God most high. 
 

3. In ten-der mer-cy, God will send  
the day-spring from on high, 

 our ris-ing sun, the light of life 
 for those who sit and sigh. 
 God comes to guide our way to peace, 
 that death shall reign no more. 
 Sing prais-es to the Ho-ly One! 
 0 wor-ship and a-dore! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lighting the Advent Candle Jared Fischer and Caroline Mullis 
One: Today we light the first Advent candle, the candle of peace. We 

light it knowing full well that peace is elusive, and in some parts 
of the world, it is almost completely absent. Yet in this season of 
Advent, we trust that God is never absent from us. God is always 
preparing something new. And even where there is war and 
discord, whether between countries, within families, or within our 
own hearts, God is present, gently leading us to new possibilities. 

All: Loving God, in this time of preparation and planning, we 
thank you for the peace you unfailingly offer us. Teach us the 
peace that comes from justice. Prepare our hearts to be 
transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ. 

(The first candle is lit.) 
 
Advent Carol 117 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” TRURO 

 

  Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 
Behold, your glorious ruler waits; 
The Sovereign One is drawing nigh, 
The Savior of the World stands by. 

 

Hymn "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" HYFRYDOL 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, hope of every longing heart. 
 
Born thy people to deliver, born a child you came to reign. 
Born to live in us forever, come be born in us again. 
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

 
Children’s Offering & Message  Steven Burleson 

 (Following the Children’s Message, pre-schoolers may go to extended 
care and those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.) 
 
 



Hebrew Scripture Lesson Isaiah 2:1-5 Nancy Ellett Allison      
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In 
days to come the mountain of God’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the 
nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of the LIVING GOD, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that God may teach us God’s ways and that we may walk in God’s paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Living One 
from Jerusalem. God shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate 
for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the LIVING GOD!  

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

   
Pastoral Prayer Nancy Ellett Allison 
(unison, attributed to St. Francis of Assisi) 
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let 
me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, 
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so 
much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to 
understand; to be loved as to love; for it is in giving that we receive; it 
is in pardoning that we are pardoned; it is in dying that we are born 
again to eternal life.  Amen. 
 
 
Anthem “The Word” Music Cooperative 

 
The word, the word, the word 
There has always been the word 
But then the word took on flesh 
Like a homeless baby in distress. 
Jesus walked into the fray 
To prove a reconciling way 
The word, the word, the living, saving word 
 



My heart, my heart, my heart, 
Like the sea that once did part 
To keep the devils at bay, 
From left to right it sways 
Like a tired ocean wave, 
All my heart now craves is the word, the word,  
The living, saving word 
  

  Chorus: From darkness, to darkness, to darkness, to light 
 The word became flesh to bring dead things to life 

 
Yet it's a groaning, groaning world 
Where even the trees are begging for 
A new place to lay their roots 
Where wars for oil will not destroy. 
We know a peace that lasts beyond a day, 
A hope that's deep enough to stay the world, the world.  
The living, saving word.  Chorus 

   
 Epistle Lesson Romans 13:11-14 Steven Burleson 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet’; 
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 
aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires.  

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 
 

Sermon “Love and Fear” Steven Burleson 



Offertory Invitation Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
Offertory Music  Jared Fischer 
 

Doxology  OLD HUNDREDTH 


 

To God all glorious heavenly Light, 
                  To Christ revealed in earthly night, 
                  To God the Spirit now we raise 
                  Our joyful songs of thankful praise. Amen. 



Offertory Dedication Nancy Ellett Allison 



Benediction  Nancy Ellett Allison 





Choral Benediction “Dona Nobis Pacem” Congregation 
(Grant Us Peace) 

 

 
 
Postlude Jared Fischer 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PLEASE SEE USHERS FOR LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 
 

WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT 
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and 
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a 
record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the 
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact information. 
We invite our visitors and members to linger following worship and join us 
in light refreshments and conversation. 
 
HOLY COVENANT TO HOST ROOM IN THE INN *ON SECOND SUNDAYS* 
December 11, January 8, February 12, March 12 
DECEMBER SIGN UP- Please reconfirm your service for December 11, as the 
original sheet was misplaced. Check the signup sheet in the Gathering 
Room...there are many ways you can help to welcome our neighbors in 
need. 
 
BOOK CLUB GATHERING-NEW LOCATION 
Beginning Monday, December 12 at 11am, join us at SouthPark Christian 
Church, 6650 Park South Drive, for a discussion of Graham Moore's Last 
Days of Night. January 9

th
, we’ll review, Only Yesterday: An Informal 

History of 1920s in America, by Frederick Lewis Allen. All are welcome! 
 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
The Sojourners will discuss the final chapter of The End of White Christian 
America. We'll be talking about "A Eulogy for White Christian America." 
 We'll also decide what our next book study title will be. Join us this 
Sunday if you can at 9:45--all are welcome. 
 
A HOLIDAY LOVE OFFERING FOR THE HCUCC STAFF AND CLERGY 
Please consider contributing to a Holiday Love Offering to be divided for our 
HCUCC clergy and staff. We have a wonderful, dedicated team who works 
hard to make Holy Covenant a place of welcome, warmth, and spiritual 
renewal. Please give your gifts to Robbie Furr by Dec 11

th 
to allow time to 

organize and distribute gifts on December 18. You can reach Robbie at 
robbie@holycovenantucc.org or 704-453-9042. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 



WE COULDN’T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Elder of the Month: Phil Kaveler 

Greeters: Donna Collins, Lisa Sherman 
Media: Brian Hankins 

Ushers: Joe Craig, Eileen Howe, Peter Jawidzik, Suzanne Lamorey, Alice Phelan 

Tabulators: Tina Dickens, Terry Raley-Dennis 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Members 

Leanne Bushman, Gail Bushman, Charlotte Carbone, Tina Ettesen, Ginny & 
Bob Fisher, Marianne Gannon, Diane Garvey, Helen Lambert, Karen 
Long, Irene Mikkelson, Terry Parrish, Yami Senturias, Sheryl Stogner, 
Kathleen Wagner 

Friends & Family Members   
Rose Bouchonville (John Maze), Matthew Christian, (Beth Sharp), Robert & 
Judy Furr (Robbie Furr),  Bill Funderburk (Donna Collins), CD & Alice 
Huskins (Jared Fischer), John Jacobsen (Holly Middleton), Aaron Johnson 
(Joy Johnson), Ashley Jones (Annette Shoop), Urban Linn (Julie 
McLelland), Carrie McLelland (Joe McLelland), Sarah Mitchell (Scottie 
Foster), Luz Soto (Aida Marcial), Tommy Simpson (Cynthia Simpson), 
Charles Weaver (Susan Rettberg) 
 
 

advent conspiracy 
 

CONSPIRE: Make secret plans jointly to commit a hidden action 
 LATE MIDDLE ENGLISH- from Latin conspirare agree & plot, from con- 

together with + spirare breathe. 
CONSPIRACY: Make Advent plans jointly to breathe in peace, hope, love and joy 

LATE HOLY COVENANT- from Latin lighting candles to songs of 
celebration let us conspire to bring our souls into  
the Christmas season. 

 
 
 



advent conspiracy 
 
December 3, 4-7 pm  holiday bazaar wine & cheese party & sale 

Crafts to be sold include pottery, handmade glass, jewelry, paintings, drawings, 
baked goods, HCUCC cookbook, Memorial Garden bricks 

and a variety of unique offerings created by HCUCC members. 

 creating family ornaments & chrismons   
Join Laura Allison and others in making Chrismon decorations  

for our Holy Covenant tree and for your family!   
 

December 4, 10:55 am advent two: breathe in hope 
        12:15 pm holiday bazaar sale 
 
December 11, 10:55 am advent three: breathe in love 
 
December 14, 7 :00pm  service of comfort & hope 

Join us for a service of healing, wholeness and hope; a time of prayer,  
music and meditation, as we support one another and lift praise to God. 

 

December 18, 10:55 am advent four: breathe in joy 
Celebrating our Chancel Choir & Handbell Choir 

 

December 24, 5:00 pm  chili and soup supper 
 
December 24, 7:00 pm  christmas eve 

Candlelight service welcoming the Christ child 
 

December 25, 10:55 am christmas day 
Celebrating in scripture & song 

 
We will have a fully staffed nursery / preschool each Sunday during 

Advent, Christmas Eve and New Years Day! 


