Silent Meditation
Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture?
Must you also trample the rest of your pasture with your feet?
Is it not enough for you to drink clear water?
Must you also muddy the rest with your feet?
~Ezekiel 34:18
Every year everything I have ever learned
in my lifetime leads back to this:
the fires and the black river of loss
whose other side is salvation,
whose meaning none of us will ever know.
To live in this world
you must be able to do three things:
to love what is mortal;
to hold it against your bones knowing your own life depends on
it; and, when the time comes to let it go, to let it go.
~ Mary Oliver

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
EARTH SUNDAY WORSHIP
April 23, 2017
Gathering Music

10:55 AM
Jared Fischer

Welcome and Announcements 
Nancy Ellett Allison
One: May the peace of Jesus, the man from Galilee, be with you!
Many: And also with you!
(Please pass the friendship pads so that all worshippers
might have the opportunity to sign them)
Opening Voluntary
Call to Worship
Shirley Moder
One: Christ is risen!
Many: Christ is risen indeed!
One: Come, let us celebrate our dwelling in God’s shelter; let us
celebrate our dwelling in God’s work of art. Come, because the
earth is the Lord’s, and God’s creation is our home.
Many: We live in God’s World; we are not alone. We share this life
with the heavens and the earth, with the waters and the
land, with trees and grasses, with fish, birds, and animals,
with minerals and creatures of every form, and with all our
brothers and sisters.
One: God is good and everything God makes is good. God is love and
everything God makes is love’s fruit.
All:
Let us worship God our Creator!
Passing of the Peace
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the
peace of God is here to stay.
Many: Thanks be to God.
All rise in body or spirit Sing Response Hymnals located below pews


Hymns 567

“Stars and Planets Flung In Orbit”
(verses 1 and 3)

LAUDA ANIMA

Stars and planets flung in orbit,
Galaxies that swirl through space
Powers hid within the atom,
Cells that form an infant’s face:
These, O God in silence praise you;
By your wisdom they are made.
Life in wondrous sunset splendor,
Silent peaks in flower and tree,
Beast and fish and swarming insect,
Soaring bird, rejoicing free:
These, your creatures, trace your image,
Praising you in wordless song.

“To You, O God, All Creatures Sing”
To you, O God, all creatures sing;
Let all the vaults of heav’n now ring. Sing your praises, Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam;
Thou silver moon with softer gleam. Sing your praises, Alleluia!
Thou rushing wind that art so strong;
Ye clouds that sail in heav'n along. Sing your praises, Alleluia!
Thou rising morn in praise rejoice;
Ye lights of evening find a voice. Sing your praises, Alleluia!
O crystal waters flowing clear;
Make music for thy Lord to hear. Sing your praises, Alleluia!
Let all things their creator bless
And worship God in humbleness. Sing your praises, Alleluia!
Praise, praise Creator God and Son;
And praise the Spirit three in one. Sing your praises, Alleluia!

“The Earth Is Yours”
Your voice it thunders, the oaks start twisting
The forest sounds with cedars breaking
The waters see you, and start their writhing
From the depths a song is rising; now it’s rising from the ground.
Chorus: Holy, holy, holy, holy Lord, the earth is yours and we sing
Holy, holy, holy, holy Lord, the earth is yours,
the earth is yours.
Your voice it thunders, the ground is shaking
The mighty mountains now are trembling
Creation sees you and starts composing.
The fields and trees they start rejoicing
Now it’s rising from the ground, now it’s rising from the ground,
Hear us crying out, hear us crying out. Chorus 2x
LAUDA ANIMA
Skies adorned with sunset splendour, silent peaks in calm repose,
Golden fields awaiting harvest, foaming surg and fragrant rose:
Earth, its bounty clothed with beauty, echoes all creation’s praise!

Children’s Message & Offering
Nancy Ellett Allison
(Following the Children’s Message, preschoolers go to extended care and
those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.)
New Life Story

Joanne Jellison

Gift of Music

“Written, Spoken, Breathing”
Frank Fischer

by Frank Fischer

Who made the fountains above spreading out their white love
All along the ground, without a sound?
Who made the mountains to climb? Ponderosa and Sugar Pine?
I want to know.
Chorus: It’s written in the shadow of grey granite wall,
It’s spoken in the shower of a mid-summer squall,
It’s breathing in the breezes that through this valley blow,
And it’s seen in the smiles and songs of friends and folks I know.
God made His heart to be read in the song of the riverbed
Flowing out to sea, refreshing you and me.
The sun, the moon, and the stars tell of Love that is always ours
In pool and stream a cross of love is seen

Psalm of Praise
Psalm 148
Diane Rogers
One: Hallelujah! Praise God from the heavens; praise God from the
heights! Praise God, all you angels; Praise God, all you
multitudes in heaven!
Many: Praise God, sun and moon; praise God, all you shining stars!
Praise God, you highest heavens, And you waters above the
heavens! Let them praise the name of the Most High, For God
commanded and they were created.
One: God established them forever and ever; God fixed their bounds,
which cannot be passed.
Many: Praise God from the earth, You sea monsters and all deeps, Fire
and hail, snow and frost, Stormy wind fulfilling God’s command!
One: Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; Wild animals
and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!
Many: Sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, Royalty and all rulers
of the earth! Young men and women alike, old and young
together!
One: Let them praise the name of God, for God’s name alone is
exalted; God’s glory is above earth and heaven.
Many: God has raised up a horn for God’s people, Praise for all the
faithful, For the people of Israel who are close to God.
Hallelujah!
One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
All:
Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds.
Pastoral Prayer

Steven Burleson

Hebrew Scripture Lesson
Isaiah 43:15-21
Steven Burleson
I am the Living God, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your Ruler. Thus
says the God, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters… Do
not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about
to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a
way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor
me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers
in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed
for myself so that they might declare my praise.
One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Many: Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds.

Sermon

“Rivers of Sorrow”

Nancy Ellett Allison

Offertory Invitation

Steven Burleson

Offering Music

Jared Fischer

Offering Response
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 Hymn

“Let All Things Now Living”

ASH GROVE

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving,
To God the creator, triumphantly raise.
Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,
Who still guides us on to the end of our days.
God's banners are o'er us, God’s light goes before us,
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night.
Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished
As forward we travel from light into light.
Great laws, God enforces, the stars in their courses
The sun in its orbit obediently shine;
The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains,
The deeps of the ocean proclaim Christ divine.
We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing;
With glad adoration a Song let us raise
Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving:
"To God in the highest, Hosanna and praise!"
Benediction

Postlude

Nancy Ellett Allison
Jared Fischer

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT
WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a
record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact information.
We invite our visitors and members to linger following worship and join us
in light refreshments and conversation.
ALL CHURCH PICNIC & REFI CELEBRATION, APRIL 30
Nothing to bring - just plan to stay following worship to enjoy hamburgers,
black bean burgers and hot dogs with all the fixin's. Bring your pennies,
quarters, etc. to drop in a gold fish bowl to give that one last little bit
more to help with our refinance. We will celebrate the refi. as we
announce the final total - thanks so much for your generosity!
STORIES OF NEW LIFE
What is bringing you joy, energy and new life in this year? During the
Easter Season, we would like for members to briefly share their story of
new life with the congregation. If you are willing to do this, please
contact Susan Bennett Stiles at susanbennettstiles@gmail.com.
HOLY COVENANT INVITES PROPOSALS-BUILD A NEW MINISTRY!
It's the perfect Easter story - a new ministry will soon blossom from the
legacy planted by the faithful women and men of Pilgrim Congregational
UCC. On Easter Sunday, Holy Covenant officially launched its invitation for
proposals to build a new ministry in South Charlotte. Visit Holy Covenant's
website for more details, or UnconventionalPilgrims.org/.
HOLY COVENANT UCC LUAU, MAY 7
May is National Luau Month! Wear your muumuu, sandals, and Hawaiian
shirts. Brought to you by your Hospitality Team. Aloha!

AIDS WALK CHARLOTTE 2017 - SATURDAY, MAY 6
We are asking for many from our church family to walk on our team this
year. Go to aidswalkcharlotte.org to join, make a pledge or contact Bob
Saylor at 704-239-7342 or Steven Burleson at 704-706-4170.
ANNUAL GATHERING OF THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE, JUNE 22-24
HCUCC is looking for one additional delegate to serve on behalf of the
congregation. Please contact Dawn in the office, should you be interested.
Registrations due to HCUCC by May 15.
WE COULDN’T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF:
Elder for April: Faye Humphrey, fghumphrey@yahoo.com or 704-618-2750
Recyclers: Suzanne Lamorey
Greeters: Donna Collins, Suzanne Lamorey
Ushers: Joe Brown Kiser, Eileen Howe, Alice Phelan, Shakti Subramanian
Media: Brian Hankins, Keith Dennis
Tabulators: Tina Dickens, Terry Raley-Dennis
Refreshments: Alix Felsing, Meg Houlihan
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Members
Lynn Helms & Laura Murphy in the dealth of Lynn’s mother, Francis Helms;
Holly Middleton & Dawn Schmitz, in the death of Holly’s brother, John
Jacobsen; Gail Bushman, Frank & Charlotte Carbone, Ginny & Bob Fisher,
Marianne Gannon, Jim Humphrey, Helen Lambert, Melissa Noll, Irene
Mikkelson, Alice Phelan, Yami Senturias, Isabelle Reddy Powell, Caroline Utz
Friends & Family Members
Ray Adams (Linda Burby), Mildred Edenfield (Donna Collins), Kathy Gibson
(Jeff Edwards-Knight), Bill Funderburk, Sara Hamrick (Beth Sharp), Alice
Huskins (Jared Fischer), Aaron Johnson (Joy Johnson), Ashley Jones
(Annette Shoop), Urban Linn (Julie McLelland), Chuck McAllister (Donna
Collins), Carrie McLelland (Joe McLelland), Aldo Sanchez (Alice Phelan),
Jessie & Craig Sharp (Terry Raley-Dennis), Luz Soto (Aida Marcial), Tommy
Simpson, Cynthia Simpson, Christina Mary Smith (Kathi Smith), Doris Storie
(Garrett Barlow), Wayne & Libby Walters (Barry Holcomb)

Winter on the Catawba River

Coal Ash in Dan River
Candid photographs and/or video recording share our work and witness and invite
others into the fellowship of our congregation. Some pictures/video may be
published in church print publications, on our website or on our official social media
sites. If you do not wish to have your image published,
please contact the church office by phone or email.
Holy Covenant United Church of Christ
Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison, Ph.D., Pastor
Mr. Jared Fischer, Director of Music
Mr. Steven Burleson, Youth & Young Adult Pastor
Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant
3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510
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