Silent Meditation

"We are not human beings having a spiritual experience;
we are spiritual beings having a human experience."
~ Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

To apprehend the point of intersection
of the timeless with time,
is an occupation for the saint....
These are only hints and guesses,
Hints followed by guesses; and the rest
Is prayer, observance, discipline, thought and action.
The hint half guessed, the gift half understood, is Incarnation.
~T. S. Elliot

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FOURTH SUNDAY IN EASTER
May 7, 2017
Gathering Music

10:55 AM
Jared Fischer

Welcome and Announcements 
Nancy Ellett Allison
One: May the peace of Christ be with you!
Many: And also with you!
(Please pass the friendship pads so that all worshippers
might have the opportunity to sign them)
Opening Voluntary

Jared Fischer

Celtic Call to Worship
Michael Baldonado
One: Christ is risen!
Many: Christ is risen indeed!
One: Thanks be to you, O God, that we have risen this day.
Many: For the rising of this life itself, we give thanks.
One: Be the purpose of God between us and each purpose.
Many: The hand of God between us and each hand.
One: The pain of Christ between us and each pain.
Many: The love of Christ between us and each love.
One: O God who brought us to the bright light of this new day;
All:
Bring us to the guiding light of eternity!
Passing of the Peace
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the
peace of Christ is here to stay.
Many: Thanks be to God.

All rise in body or spirit Sing Response Hymnals located below pews

Hymn

“O How I Need You”

Lord I find You in the seeking, Lord I find You in the doubt;
And to know You is to love You, and to find you in all else.
Refrain:

I need You, O how I need You!
O how I need You, O how I need You!

Lord I find You in the morning, Lord I seek You every day,
Let my life be for Your glory, woven in Your threads of grace. (Refrain)
Light, glorious light, I will go where You shine
Break the dawn, crack the skies, make the way bright before me
In Your light I will find all I need, all I need is You. (Refrain)
Children’s Message & Offering
Nancy Ellett Allison
(Following the Children’s Message, preschoolers go to extended care and
those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.)
New Life Story

Joe Craig and Joy Johnson

SERVICE OF FAREWELL FOR JOY JOHNSON AND JOE AND SAMMY CRAIG
One:

God of our beginnings and endings, we celebrate all we have
shared with Joy, Joe and Sammy and ask your blessing as they
continue on their journey. Our church family is constantly
changing. People come and go. Babies are born and baptized.
Children grow up. People commit themselves to one another.
Loved ones and friends among us come to the end of their lives.
Individuals move into our community and church life. Others
leave us, moving away to new places, new experiences, and
new opportunities. It is important and right that we recognize
these times of passage, of endings and beginnings.
Today we share the time of farewell with Joy Johnson and Joe
Craig who are moving away. As you walk into the promise of
your new future, through the good times and the bad, we pray
that you may never lose sight of the shelter of God’s loving
arms.
Joe & Joy: We know that God has called us forward and goes before us.

Prayer of Blessing
ALL: O God, we give thanks for remembered times when we
together, have shared the life of faith. We thank you for the
moments we have shared with Joy and Joe in worship, in
learning, in service. We pray that they will be aware of your
Spirit’s guidance as they move to new places of service. We lift
our prayers with gratitude, in the name of Jesus the Savior.
Amen.
Hymn 82

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
(first stanza)

AR HYD Y NOS

1. Go, my chil-dren, with my blessing, nev-er a-lone;
Wak-ing, sleep-ing, I am with you, you are my own;
In my love's bap-tis-mal riv-er
I have made you mine for-ev-er,
Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.
Psalm of Justice
Psalm 82
Steven Burleson
God stands in the divine council;
in the midst of the gods, Adonai holds judgement:
‘How long will you judge unjustly
and show partiality to the wicked?
Give justice to the weak and the orphan;
maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.
Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.’
They have neither knowledge nor understanding,
they walk around in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
I say, ‘You are gods,
children of the Most High, all of you;
nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,
and fall like any prince.’
Rise up, O God, judge the earth;
for all the nations belong to you!
One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Many: Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds.

Pastoral Prayer

Steven Burleson

Gift of Music

“My Shepherd, You Are the Living God”
Judah L. Jones

Gospel Lesson

John 10:22-42

from Psalm 23

Anne Findlay-Chamberlain

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us
in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I
have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s
name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to
my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I
give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them
out of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and
no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.’
The Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus replied, ‘I have shown
you many good works from the Father. For which of these are you going to
stone me?’ The Jews answered, ‘It is not for a good work that we are
going to stone you, but for blasphemy, because you, though only a human
being, are making yourself God.’ Jesus answered, ‘Is it not written in your
law, “I said, you are gods”? If those to whom the word of God came were
called “gods”—and the scripture cannot be annulled—can you say that the
one whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world is
blaspheming because I said, “I am God’s Son”? If I am not doing the works
of my Father, then do not believe me. But if I do them, even though you
do not believe me, believe the works, so that you may know and
understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.’ Then they
tried to arrest him again, but he escaped from their hands.
He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been
baptizing earlier, and he remained there. Many came to him, and they
were saying, ‘John performed no sign, but everything that John said about
this man was true.’ And many believed in him there.
One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Many: Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds.

Sermon

“Hints and Guesses”

Offertory Invitation

Nancy Ellett Allison
Anne Findlay-Chamberlain

Offering Music

Jared Fischer

Offering Response

Were

ROCKINGHAM

the whole realm of nat - ure mine,

that were an



off 

so

ring far

too

sm-all. Love so

di - vine, de –mands my soul, my

Offertory Dedication

a - maz - ing, 

life,

my all!

Anne Findlay-Chamberlain
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

(The liturgy includes the UCC Statement of Faith, indicated in italics.)
One:
We invite all who celebrate Christ’s life and love to join us at
this table of fellowship. As we join together in Holy Communion
we confess our faith as Christians:
Many: We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior
Jesus Christ and our God, and to your deeds we testify:
You call the worlds into being, have created us in your own
image, and set before us the ways of life and death. You
seek to save us from aimlessness and sin.





Yet we confess that there have been times when we have
rejected life and with hurtful words or selfish and destructive
actions we have lost our way and through insensitivity and
prejudice, have denied your image in others.
One:
You judge us and all nations by your righteous will declared
through prophets and apostles.
Many: We come to the table of communion, confessing, not that we
are righteous, but that we love our Lord Jesus Christ and
desire to remember him. Let us admit, not that we are
strong, but that we are needy; not that we have any claim on
Christ, but that Christ invites us to receive his grace and
experience his presence.
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen
Savior, you have come to us and shared our common lot,
conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to
yourself.
One:
We remember on the night of his betrayal, as they were eating,
Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it to the
disciples saying: “Take, eat: This is my body, broken for you.” In
like manner, Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, gave it
to the disciples and said: “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for all for the
forgiveness of sins.” Remembering this act of love, we offer our
praise and proclaim our faith.
Many: With thanksgiving we celebrate our gifts and calling:
You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing
the church of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful
people of all ages, tongues, and races.
You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of
discipleship, to be your servants in the service of others, to
proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of
evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, to join
him in his passion and victory.
You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and
fullness of grace, courage in the struggle for justice and
peace, your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life
in your realm which has no end. Blessing and honor, glory
and power be unto you. Amen.

One:

Many:
One:

Come now, Holy Spirit, come. Bless this bread, and bless this
fruit of the vine. Bless all of us in our eating and drinking at this
table that our eyes may be opened, and we may recognize the
risen Christ in our midst, in each other, and in all for whom
Christ died.
Amen.
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all
things are ready.

Communion is received by intinction. Please take a wafer or bread
and dip it into the cup to receive both elements.
The Communion elements are bread, wafers,
gluten free wafers, and grape juice.
Music during Communion

“My Only”

Music Cooperative

All day long, we are sinking just like stones
Into the shadow of Your kindness
In this shade between the wingspan of Your grace is
The only place where we can bed these burdens down, so I
Refrain:

Lift my eyes up to the hills. Who is going to help me now?
You're my only, you’re my only, you’re my only hope

Tangled up in the great ridiculous way You love,
It is the only way to live
There's no escape, when your eyes pierce through the fray
I stare just like a deer into the headlights of Your ways, and I
Refrain
And You come like the sun with pockets full of redemption
And You come with the sun, with the sun.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
All: We give thanks, Living God, that You have refreshed us at Your
table by shining the Light of Christ into our lives. Strengthen our
faith, increase our love for one another, and send us into the
world in courage and peace. Amen.

 Hymn 252




Benediction

Postlude

“Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us”
(verses 1 and 3)

BRADBURY

Nancy Ellett Allison
Jared Fischer

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT
PLEASE SEE USHERS FOR LARGE PRINT BULLETINS
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT

WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a
record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact information.
We invite our visitors and members to linger following worship and join us
in light refreshments and conversation.
HOLY COVENANT UCC LUAU TODAY
Aloha! He mea ‘ole! You are welcome! Please join us following worship for
fun, fellowship and food provided by your Hospitality Team.
STORIES OF NEW LIFE
What is bringing you joy, energy and new life in this year? During the
Easter Season, we would like for members to briefly share their story of
new life with the congregation. If you are willing to do this, please
contact Susan Bennett Stiles at susanbennettstiles@gmail.com.
PENTECOST CELEBRATION Do YOU speak another language?
Maybe you studied French, Latin, Greek or another language - or maybe
you are or have family from another country? We would love you to
participate in a short presentation for Pentecost - Sunday, June 4. Please
contact Barry Holcomb, bholcomb002@gmail.com or 704-615-0418.
12x12. SERVE. STAND UP. SHARE.
Take action with Missions & Justice! We need to be heard; we need to act!
M&J wants to know how the people of Holy Covenant are responding to
the issues of today.
 HCUCC's
Upper
Room
Ministrycontact
Phil
Kaveler,
pwkaveler@yahoo.com for times and dates.
 Support the Sunshine Fund- HCUCC's benevolence ministry.
 Contact our US Senators and Representatives about healthcare, budget,
etc. Richard Burr: 202-224-3154, Thom Tillis: 202-224-6342

BOOK CLUB, MONDAY MAY 8
The book club will meet Monday, May 8, at *10:15* at SouthPark Church.
Barbara Schneller will lead our discussion of Loving Eleanor. At the close of
our meeting, we will discuss our meeting time and day for convenience of as
many readers as possible, and titles for our summer books.
WE COULDN’T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF:
Elder for May: Kathleen Smith, kathleenie53@msn.com or 704-614-7674
Deacons for May: Lynn Chavarria, Sally Duffy
Recyclers: Kristin Andes, Tom Magraw
Greeters: Eileen Howe, Judi Lord
Ushers: Kelly Gimlin, Jill Gregg, Barbara Schneller, Moses Taylor
Media: Brian Hankins, Lisa Cloninger
Tabulators: Kelly Gimlin, Terry Raley-Dennis
Refreshments: Hospitality
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Members
The family of Maryanne Gannon, who died on April 30. Gail Bushman, Frank &
Charlotte Carbone, Ginny & Bob Fisher, Jim Humphrey, Helen Lambert, Melissa
Noll, Irene Mikkelson, Alice Phelan, Yami Senturias, Isabelle Reedy Powell,
Caroline Utz
Friends & Family Members
The family of Carrie McLelland (Joe McLelland); The family of Dan Strong
(Robert Shepherd); Ray Adams (Linda Burby), Mildred Edenfield (Donna
Collins), Kathy Gibson (Jeff Edwards-Knight), Bill Funderburk, Sara Hamrick
(Beth Sharp), Alice Huskins (Jared Fischer), Aaron Johnson (Joy Johnson),
Ashley Jones (Annette Shoop), Chuck McAllister (Donna Collins), David
McLelland (Joe McLelland), Aldo Sanchez (Alice Phelan), Jessie & Craig Sharp
(Terry Raley-Dennis), Luz Soto (Aida Marcial), Cynthia & Tommy Simpson,
Christina Mary Smith (Kathi Smith), Doris Storie (Garrett Barlow), Myra
Thompson (Robert Shepherd), Wayne & Libby Walters (Barry Holcomb)

Holy Covenant United Church of Christ
Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison, Ph.D., Pastor
Mr. Jared Fischer, Director of Music
Mr. Steven Burleson, Youth & Young Adult Pastor
Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant
3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510
www.holycovenantucc.org office@holycovenantucc.org 704-599-9810

