
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

love of children ~ creation ~ neighbor 
 

 

Silent Meditation 
microaggression 

noun  mi·cro·ag·gres·sion  \ ˌmī-krō-ə-ˈgre-shən \ 

a comment or action that subtly and often unconsciously or unintentionally 
expresses a prejudiced attitude toward a member of a marginalized group 
(such as a racial minority) 
A digital photo project run by a Fordham University student about 
"racial microaggressions" features minority students holding up signs with 

comments like "You're really pretty…for a dark-skin girl." 
 

intersectionality 

noun in·ter·sec·tion·al·i·ty  / in(t)ərsekSHəˈnalədē / 
the interconnected nature of social categorizations such as race, class, and 
gender as they apply to a given individual or group, regarded as creating 
overlapping and interdependent systems of discrimination or disadvantage. 

“Privilege is intersectional—a low income white woman will have a 

different set of privileges and disadvantages than I as a middle class 

brown woman do …”  ~Mehak Anwar 

 
Christianity stands or falls with its revolutionary protest against violence, 
arbitrariness and pride of power and with its plea for the weak. … Christians 
should give more offense, shock the world far more, than they are doing now. 
Christians should take a stronger stand in favor of the weak rather than 
considering first the possible right of the strong.   

           ~Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/noun
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/noun


 
 
 
 
 
November 12, 2017 10:55 AM 
 
Gathering Music Jared Fischer 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Nancy Ellett Allison 

One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

(Please pass the friendship pads so that all worshippers 
might have the opportunity to sign them) 

 
Opening Voluntary  Jared Fischer 
 

Call to Worship Olivia Carney 
One: As the sea gathers its waters for the next waves on the shore, 
Many: So God’s people gather for loving. 
One: As the notes of harmony congregate for the sound of music, 
Many: So God’s people cluster in community. 
One: As the wind sweeps the air into great clouds of beauty, 
Many: So God’s people celebrate creation. 
One: As we gather in worship,  
Many: Give us the courage to witness to your presence in the world, 

today, tomorrow, and long into the future. 
  

 Passing of the Peace Olivia Carney 
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the 

peace of God is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

All rise in body or spirit  Sing Response  
Hymnals located below pews 

 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

89TH ANNUAL HOMECOMING SUNDAY 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST 

3 Great Loves: Love of Neighbor 



Hymn 46 “Hope of the World” ANCIENT OF DAYS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Offering & Message     Nancy Ellett Allison 
(Following the Children’s Message, preschoolers go to extended care and 
those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.) 
 
Congregational Safety              Nancy Ellett Allison 



Pastoral Prayer  Cheri Dennis  
 
Hebrew Scripture Lesson 2 Samuel 13:1-14  

Mike Yonkovig & Nancy Ellett Allison 

 

David’s son Absalom had a beautiful sister whose name was Tamar; and 
David’s son Amnon fell in love with her. Amnon was so tormented that he 
made himself ill because of his sister Tamar, for she was a virgin and it 
seemed impossible to Amnon to do anything to her. But Amnon had a 
friend whose name was Jonadab, the son of David’s brother Shimeah; and 
Jonadab was a very crafty man. He said to him, ‘O son of the king, why 
are you so haggard morning after morning? Will you not tell me?’ Amnon 
said to him, ‘I love Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister.’ Jonadab said to 
him, ‘Lie down on your bed, and pretend to be ill; and when your father 
comes to see you, say to him, “Let my sister Tamar come and give me 
something to eat, and prepare the food in my sight, so that I may see it 
and eat it from her hand.” ’ So Amnon lay down, and pretended to be ill; 
and when the king came to see him, Amnon said to the king, ‘Please let 
my sister Tamar come and make a couple of cakes in my sight, so that I 
may eat from her hand.’ 
 

Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, ‘Go to your brother Amnon’s 
house, and prepare food for him.’ So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s 
house, where he was lying down. She took dough, kneaded it, made cakes 
in his sight, and baked the cakes. Then she took the pan and set them out 
before him, but he refused to eat. Amnon said, ‘Send out everyone from 
me.’ So everyone went out from him. Then Amnon said to Tamar, ‘Bring 
the food into the chamber, so that I may eat from your hand.’ So Tamar 
took the cakes she had made, and brought them into the chamber to 
Amnon her brother. But when she brought them near him to eat, he took 
hold of her, and said to her, ‘Come, lie with me, my sister.’ She answered 
him, ‘No, my brother, do not force me; for such a thing is not done in 
Israel; do not do anything so vile! As for me, where could I carry my 
shame? And as for you, you would be as one of the scoundrels in Israel. 
Now therefore, I beg you, speak to the king; for he will not withhold me 
from you.’ But he would not listen to her; and being stronger than she 
was, he forced her and lay with her. 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 



 
 
 
Word of Witness Mike Yonkovig 
 
Hebrew Scripture Lesson     2 Samuel 13:15-22  

Mike Yonkovig & Nancy Ellett Allison 
 

Then Amnon was seized with a very great loathing for her; indeed, his 
loathing was even greater than the lust he had felt for her. Amnon said to 
her, ‘Get out!’ But she said to him, ‘No, my brother; for this wrong in 
sending me away is greater than the other that you did to me.’ But he would 
not listen to her. He called the young man who served him and said, ‘Put 
this woman out of my presence, and bolt the door after her.’

 
(Now she was 

wearing a long robe with sleeves; for this is how the virgin daughters of the 
king were clothed in earlier times.) So his servant put her out, and bolted 
the door after her. But Tamar put ashes on her head, and tore the long robe 
that she was wearing; she put her hand on her head, and went away, crying 
aloud as she went. 
 

Her brother Absalom said to her, ‘Has Amnon your brother been with you? 
Be quiet for now, my sister; he is your brother; do not take this to heart.’ 
So Tamar remained, a desolate woman, in her brother Absalom’s 
house. When King David heard of all these things, he became very angry, 
but he would not punish his son Amnon, because he loved him, for he was 
his firstborn. But Absalom spoke to Amnon neither good nor bad; for 
Absalom hated Amnon, because he had raped his sister Tamar. 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 
 
 

Sermon “#MeToo”  Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Prayer of Confession Nancy Ellett Allison                  

One: Most holy Friend, search us and know us as we open our lives 
before you. 

 
Silent Confession 

Many: We grieve O God, when we see the violence in our community 
between the powerful and the defenseless, men and women, 
adults and children. We confess that too often we have failed 
to be your Church. We have ignored and abandoned women, 
men and children in their pain and suffering. By our silence, 
we have condoned domestic violence. We confess that too 
often we have interpreted your Word in ways that justified 
and even encouraged violence. We long to control our 
violence and to find new ways to love our neighbor as 
ourselves, to reach out in love and compassion to be your 
Church. Forgive us for what is past and show us a new way to 
be your Church and your people.  Lead us forward as together 
we offer the prayer that Jesus taught us, saying …. 

 
Our God, in whom is heaven, blessed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 



























Hymn "Come as You Are" by David Crowder 
   

Come out of sadness from wherever you’ve been 
Come broken hearted, let rescue begin 
Come find your mercy, oh sinner come kneel 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal 

 
Refrain: So lay down your burdens, lay down your shame 

All who are broken, lift up your face 
Oh wanderer come home, you’re not too far 
So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, come as you are. 

 
There’s hope for the hopeless and all those who’ve strayed 
Come sit at the table, come taste the grace 
There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t cure        (Refrain) 
 
Come as you are, come as you are 
Fall in Love's arms, come as you are 
There’s joy for the morning, oh my soul be still 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal 

 
 
 
Offertory Invitation Cheri Dennis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Offering Music “Slow Your Breath Down” by Eric Owyoung 

 
This chest is full of memories 
Of gold and silver tears 
I'll give you more to own than all of this 
And I'll give you more than years 
For you were once a child of innocence 
And I see you just the same 
Your burdens couldn't win or lose a thing 
I will hold you in my arms, ‘til your heart is free again 

 
Chorus  Slow your breath down, just take it slow 
            Find your heart now, oh / You can trust and love again (repeat) 
                  
Every step I will be close to you 
Though all your fears rain down 
I'll carry you a thousand times again 
As a mother holds her own 
I will sing you songs of innocence  
'Til the light of morning comes 
'Til the rays of gold and honey cover you 
In the sweetness of the dawn, ‘til your heart runs free again (Chorus) 
 

You're not alone! You're now a part of me 
           You feel the cure, I'll feel the toil it brought you 
 

Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Spirit, creatures here below. 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts; 
Praise God, the Source of all our gifts! Amen. 
 

Offertory Dedication Cheri Dennis 
 
 
 









 Hymn                            “Beautiful Things”  
All this pain, I wonder if I’ll ever find my way 
I wonder if my life could really change at all. 
 
All this earth, could all that is lost ever be found 
Could a garden come up from this ground at all? 
 

Chorus: You make beautiful things,  
 You make beautiful things out of the dust;  
 You make beautiful things 
 You make beautiful things out of us.  

 
All around, hope is springing up from this old ground 
Out of chaos, life is being found in You.  (Chorus) 
 
You make me new, You are making me new… 

  

Benediction Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
Postlude Jared Fischer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT 
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and 
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a 
record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the 
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact information. 
We invite our visitors and members to linger following worship and join us 
in light refreshments and conversation. 
 
ANNUAL MEETING, NOVEMBER 19 
Our 2017 Annual Meeting is our opportunity to discuss and share the work 
of the church with the entire congregation.  In order to conduct the 
business of the church we need a quorum - and that means we need our 
members present!  If you have any questions about the annual meeting, 
please contact Consistory President Jeff Hughes. POTLUCK FOLLOWING 
ANNUAL MEETING Bring your favorite recipe from our Cookbook! 
Cookbooks will be available to purchase Nov. 19.  Proceeds to benefit 
Guatemala Missions. 
 
JOIN THE HOLY COVENANT CHANCEL CHOIR FOR CHRISTMAS MUSIC!  
Your voice is needed during this Advent season! We are planning some 
great choral music for our lessons and carols service on December 17, and 
we will not be able to pull it off without your help! We are in need of all 
voice types and especially need male voices. Choir rehearsals for the 
season will begin on Sunday, November 19, directly after the annual 
meeting and potluck. Contact Jared 
Fischer at music@holycovenantucc.org for more information. 
 
HCUCC ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR, DECEMBER 2 & 3 
Calling all Artists/Crafters/Bakers! Be a part of the Bazaar! Saturday, 
December 2, 4-7 PM--Wine and cheese preview/sale party AND Sunday, 
December 3, following worship--Twenty percent of sales will benefit the 
Guatemala Missions Fund. Please contact Kim Tyler (yhr762@yahoo.com) 
or Kay Smith (HappyArtByKay@gmail.com) if you would like to participate 
in this fun event! 
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 



DECK THE HALLS & DECORATING, DECEMBER 2, 4-7 PM 
Join us in shopping at the bazaar and then decorating the sanctuary for 
the first Sunday in Advent. Children's Christmas art for take home and 
activities will be available from 4-6:30 pm.  Parents:  We will have 
sufficient childcare and activities for you to take time for yourself. Make 
this a part of your holiday planning! 
 
2018 WINTER YOUTH RETREAT AT Blowing Rock CC, January 12-15, 
2018 uccwinteryouthretreat.org/  Contact Cheri Dennis to sign up! 
 
12x12 SERVE. STAND UP. SHARE.   
Take action with Missions & Justice! We need to be heard; we need to act! 
M&J wants to know how the people of Holy Covenant are responding to 
the many issues facing our people and our society today. Write your 
mission, drop it in the basket in the Gathering Room and M&J will track 
them as the year goes along.  

 November 13-17, HCUCC members join UMC in an Upper Room 
Ministry, bible reading and prayer time.  Contact Phil Kaveler if you 
would like to be a part of this outreach to others. 

 Support the HCUCC Benevolence fund that assist members in times of 
need. Notate your offering "Sunshine Fund"  

 Contact your local Senators and Representatives about Tax Reform.  
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials 
 

SOJOURNERS CLASS -  
NOT YOUR TYPICAL SUNDAY SCHOOL GATHERING 
On Sunday, November 12, the Sojourners will discuss the next 3 chapters 
(23, 24, & 25) of Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy. On the last Sunday 
of each month we will continue to view the video series, How Jesus 
Became God, during our regular Sunday School time, 9:45-10:45. All are 
welcome and no preparation is necessary. The Sojourners will be 
responsible for all of the tasks necessary to host Room in the Inn on the 
second Sunday in December. 

 
WELCOME HOME KITS 
When Individuals who have been homeless for a long period of time move 
into their new home, they usually don’t have anything to help them make 
their new place a home. Our Missions and Justice team is challenging Holy 



Covenant to provide a “Welcome Home Kit” to help Urban Ministry Center  
transition someone from the streets into a home. See the display in the 
gathering room on how you can help. Sign up for an item and check it off. 
Collections due no later than November 19

th
. 

 
WE COULDN’T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 

Elder for November: jeff763@aol.com or 704-651-4838 
Deacons for November: James Hong, Cheryl Milam 

Recyclers: Diane Rogers 
Greeters: Eileen Howe, Aida Marcial 

Ushers: Joy Decker, Kevin Edwards Knight, Tom Magraw 
Media: Brian Hankins, Keith Dennis, Olivia Carney 

Tabulators: Sally mclester, Kathleen Smith 
Refreshments: Southside Covenant Group 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Members 
Joy Decker and family in the death of her uncle, Gary Gordon 
Gail Bushman, Frank & Charlotte Carbone, David Cable, Donna Collins, Ginny & 
Bob Fisher, Phil Kaveler, Helen Lambert, Irene Mikkelson, Isabelle Reedy 
Powell, Yami Senturias, Ed & Beth Sharp, Anita Taylor, Caroline Utz 

Friends & Family Members 
Allen Abee (Gail Bumgardner), Ray Adams (Linda Burby), Bill Funderburk, Kathy 
Gibson (Jeff Edwards-Knight), Peace Hale (Ben Hale), Alice Huskins (Jared 
Fischer), Ashley Jones (Annette Shoop), Beth Poyer Meyer, Aldo Sanchez (Alice 
Phelan), Jessie & Craig Sharp (Terry Raley-Dennis), Cynthia & Tommy Simpson, 
Becky Neese Smith (Diane Neese), Luz Soto & family (Aida Marcial), Doris Storie 
(Garrett Barlow), Cindy Wagner (Donna Collins), Wayne & Libby Walters (Barry 
Holcomb), Gary & Wanda Gilbert West (John Rapp), Elizabeth Wilson (Donna 
Collins) 

 

Holy Covenant United Church of Christ 
Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison, Ph.D., Pastor 

Ms. Cheri Dennis, Ministry Intern 
Mr. Jared Fischer, Director of Music 

Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant 
Rev. Barbara Thomas, Interim Minister for Church & Family Life 

3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 
www.holycovenantucc.org  office@holycovenantucc.org  704-599-9810 


