Silent Meditation
You are Christian only when you believe you have a role to play in
the realization of the new kingdom, and when you urge everyone
you meet with holy unrest to make haste so that the promise
might soon be fulfilled. So long as you live as a Christian you keep
looking for a new order, a new structure, a new life.
~ Henri Nouwen

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
ANNUAL MEETING
November 19, 2017
Gathering Music

10:55 AM
Jared Fischer

Welcome and Announcements
Nancy Ellett Allison
One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you.
(Please pass the friendship pads so that all worshippers
might have the opportunity to sign them)
Opening Voluntary

Jared Fischer

Long Range Planning

Renee Brown

Call to Worship
Renee Brown
One: Let us gather within the covenant of love which binds us to God
and to one another.
Many: Let us gather to remember our baptism into Christ by which
we enter into newness of life and are made one with the
whole people of God.
One: Let us gather as God’s church for worship, for fellowship, for
service, for mission, for witness, and for our nurture and
renewal as disciples of Christ.
Many: Let us gather, transcending all barriers within the human
family, to receive one another’s gifts of ministry and
reconciliation.
One: Let us gather in love so that God’s spirit shines through all.
Many: As people of God, we gather in worship and celebration of
God’s work through this community of faith.
 Passing of the Peace
Renee Brown
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the
peace of Christ is here to stay.
Many: Thanks be to God.
All rise in body or spirit Sing Response Hymnals located below pews

 Hymn 386

“The Church’s One Foundation”

AURELIA

Children’s Offering & Message
Suzanne Lamorey & Nancy Ellett Allison
“Room In The Inn”
(Following the Children’s Message, preschoolers go to extended care and
those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.)
Report of Abundance (Community Garden, B&G)
Music & Worship Gratitude

Joe McClelland

Gift of Music

“Swimming to the Other Side”
words & music by Pat Humphries
Lisa Cloninger, Kathi Smith, vocals; Holy Covenant Music Cooperative

We are living 'neath the great Big Dipper, we are washed by the very same rain
We are swimming in the stream together, some in power and some in pain
We can worship this ground we walk on, cherishing the beings that we live beside
Loving spirits will live forever, we're all swimming to the other side
I am alone and I am searching, hungering for answers in my time
I am balanced at the brink of wisdom, I'm impatient to receive a sign
I move forward with my senses open, imperfection it will be my crime
In humility I will listen, we're all swimming to the other side
We are living...
On this journey of thoughts and feelings, binding intuition: my head, my heart
I am gathering the tools together, I'm preparing to do my part
All of those who have come before me band together to be my guide
Loving lessons that I will follow, we're all swimming to the other side
We are living...
When we get there we'll discover all of the gifts we've been given to share
Have been with us since life's beginning and we never noticed they were there
We can balance at the brink of wisdom, never recognizing that we've arrived
Loving spirits will live together, we're all swimming to the other side
We are living...










Gospel Lesson
Matthew 25:14-30
Cheri Lovell
“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded
with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who
had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received
the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s
money.
After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts
with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five
talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.’
And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one
talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not
scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground.
Here you have what is yours.’
But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you,
that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then
you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return
I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent
from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for
this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Many: Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds.

Sermon & Pastor’s Report

“A Risky Faith”

So. Charlotte Ministry & Grant Recipients

Nancy Ellett Allison
Jana Harrison, Cheri Lovell

Stewardship, Neighbors in Need & Offertory Invitation
Offering Music

Martha Bomely
Jared Fischer

Doxology
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Spirit, creatures here below.
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts;
Praise God, the Source of all our gifts! Amen.

OLD HUNDREDTH

Offertory Dedication

Martha Bomely

Hospitality

















Micheal Hall



 Hymn 391

“In the Midst of New Dimensions”

NEW DIMENSIONS

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST ANNUAL MEETING
Call to Order
Consistory President, Jeff Hughes
Establishment of Quorum
Approval of Minutes
President’s Report
Nominations for Consistory Class of 2020
Personnel
Missions & Justice
Sanctuary Sound System Report
Endowment Fund Report
Treasurer’s Report & Proposed Budget for 2018
New Business
Acknowledgement of Committees
Adjourn for Lunch
Postlude

Thank You, Hospitality Team!
Jared Fischer

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT
WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a
record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact information.
We invite our visitors and members to linger following worship and join us
in light refreshments and conversation.
ANNUAL MEETING, NOVEMBER 19
Our 2017 Annual Meeting is our opportunity to discuss and share the work
of the church with the entire congregation. Please join us for a Potluck
luncheon today. Cookbooks will be available to purchase with proceeds to
benefit Guatemala Missions.
NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING, NOVEMBER 26
Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. Onethird of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM).
Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness
Ministries to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and
direct service projects through grants.

12x12 SERVE. STAND UP. SHARE.
Take action with Missions & Justice! We need to be heard; we need to act!
M&J wants to know how the people of Holy Covenant are responding to
the many issues facing our people and our society today. Write your
mission, drop it in the basket in the Gathering Room and M&J will track
them as the year goes along.
 Support the HCUCC Benevolence fund that assist members in times of
need. Notate your offering "Sunshine Fund"
 Contact your local Senators and Representatives about Tax Reform.
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
SOJOURNERS CLASS NOT YOUR TYPICAL SUNDAY SCHOOL GATHERING
The Sojourners we will meet next Sunday when we’ll view another video
in the Bart Ehrman series, How Jesus Became God. The following Sunday
we’ll resume discussion of Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy by John
Shelby Spong. We begin at 9:45 and no preparation is needed. All are
welcome.
SANDWICH MINISTRY – CHANGE IN SCHEDULE
The sandwich ministry will take a break while our sandwich building
coordinator, Linn Finger, recovers from shoulder surgery. Watch for
announcements early January in hopes to return to our normal schedule.
CONGRATULATIONS ON THE INSTALLATION OF TRICIA GARDNER LYTLE!
Our UCC clergy Member, Tricia Lytle will be installed as Associate Pastor
this Sunday afternoon at 4:00 PM at the Unity Presbyterian Church in
Denver, NC.

WE COULDN’T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF:
Elder for November: jeff763@aol.com or 704-651-4838
Deacons for November: James Hong, Cheryl Milam
Recyclers: Linn Finger
Greeters: Anne Hayes, Judi Lord
Ushers: Barry Holcomb, Susan Pascucci, Suzanne Lamorey
Media: Brian Hankins, Lisa Cloninger
Tabulators: Lori Cipot, Terry Raley-Dennis
Refreshments: Hospitality/PotLuck Luncheon
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Members
Gail Bushman, Frank & Charlotte Carbone, David Cable, Donna Collins,
Ginny & Bob Fisher, Phil Kaveler, Helen Lambert, Irene Mikkelson, Isabelle
Reedy Powell, Yami Senturias, Ed & Beth Sharp, Anita Taylor, Caroline Utz
Friends & Family Members
Allen Abee (Gail Bumgardner), Ray Adams (Linda Burby), Bill Funderburk,
Kathy Gibson (Jeff Edwards-Knight), Peace Hale (Ben Hale), Alice Huskins
(Jared Fischer), Ashley Jones (Annette Shoop), Sabrina McKnight (Deborah
Winston), Beth Poyer Meyer, Aldo Sanchez (Alice Phelan), Jessie & Craig
Sharp (Terry Raley-Dennis), Cynthia & Tommy Simpson, Becky Neese Smith
(Diane Neese), Luz Soto & family (Aida Marcial), Doris Storie (Garrett
Barlow), Cindy Wagner (Donna Collins), Wayne & Libby Walters (Barry
Holcomb), Gary & Wanda Gilbert West (John Rapp), Elizabeth Wilson
(Donna Collins)

Holy Covenant United Church of Christ
Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison, Ph.D., Pastor
Ms. Cheri Dennis, Ministry Intern
Mr. Jared Fischer, Director of Music
Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant
Rev. Barbara Thomas, Interim Minister for Church & Family Life
3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510
www.holycovenantucc.org office@holycovenantucc.org 704-599-9810

