
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silent Meditation 

 
The human heart can go the lengths of God. 

Dark and cold we may be, but this 

Is no winter now. The frozen misery 

Of centuries breaks, cracks, begins to move; 

The thunder is the thunder of the floes, 

The thaw, the flood, the upstart Spring. 

Thank God our time is now when wrong 

Comes up to face us till we take 

The longest stride of soul men ever took. 

Affairs are now soul size. 

The enterprise 

Is exploration into God. 

from “A Sleep of Prisoners”  by Christopher Fry 

 
 



 
 
 

November 18, 2018 10:55 AM 
 

Gathering Music Kathleen Smith 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Nancy Ellett Allison 
One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

(Please pass the friendship pads so that all worshippers 
might have the opportunity to sign them) 

 
Opening Voluntary   
 
Hospitality & Covenant Groups Debbie Davis 
 

Call to Worship Debbie Davis  
One:  Let us gather within the covenant of love which binds us to God 

and to one another.  
Many: Let us gather to remember our baptism into Christ by which 

we enter into newness of life and are made one with the 
whole people of God.   

One: Let us gather as God’s church for worship, for fellowship, for 
service, for mission, for witness, and for our nurture and 
renewal as disciples of Christ.   

Many: Let us gather, transcending all barriers within the human 
family, to receive one another’s gifts of ministry and 
reconciliation.  

One: Let us gather in love so that God’s spirit shines through all. 
Many: As people of God, we gather in worship and celebration of 

God’s work through this community of faith. 
  

 Passing of the Peace Debbie Davis 
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the 

peace of Christ is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 

All rise in body or spirit  Ushers will eat people  
Hymnals located pews 

 below 
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 Hymns 421 “We Gather Together”  (vs 1,3) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
             422 “Come O Thankful People, Come” (all) 
 

Come, O thankful people, come, 

Raise the song of harvest home; 

All is safely gathered in 

As the winter storms begin; 

God our Maker does provide 

For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 

Raise the song of harvest home. 

 

All the blessings of the field, 

All the stores the gardens yield, 

All the fruits in full supply, 

Ripened `neath the summer sky, 

All that spring with bounteous hand 

Scatters o’er the smiling land, 

All that liberal autumn pours 

From its rich o’erflowing stores. 

 

These to you, our God, we owe, 

Source from whom all blessings flow; 

And for these our songs we raise, 

Grateful vows and solemn praise, 

Come, then, thankful people come, 

Raise the song of harvest home; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 

Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
 
 



 
 
 423 “Great is Your Faithfulness” (vs 1,3) 
 

1. Great is your faith-ful-ness, 0 God, Creator, 
With you no shad-ow of turn-ing we see. 
You do not change, your com-pas-sions they fail not;  
All of your good-ness for-ev-er will be. 
 
Refrain: 
Great is your faith-ful-ness! Great is your faith-ful-ness! 
Morn-ing by morn-ing new mer-cies I see; 
All I have need-ed your hand has pro-vid-ed, 
Great is your faith-ful-ness, God, un-to me! 
 

2. Sum-mer and win-ter, and spring-time and har-vest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their cours-es a-bove,  
Join with all na-ture in man-i-fold wit-ness  
To your great faith-ful-ness, mer-cy, and love. (Refrain) 
 

3. Par-don for sin and a peace so en-dur-ing,  
your own dear pres-ence to cheer and to guide.  
Strength for to-day and bright hope for to-mor-row,  
bless-ings all mine with ten thou-sand be-side. (Refrain) 

 
 
 
Children’s Offering & Message Nancy Ellett Allison 
(Following the Children’s Message, preschoolers go to extended care and 

those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.) 
 
Report of Abundance (Community Garden, B&G) Joe McClelland  
 
Celebrating with Pride        Bob Saylor 
 
Serving our Community    Lloyd Spencer 
 
Pastoral Prayer Fred Robinson 



 
Hebrew Scripture Lesson Jeremiah 31:27-3 Fred Robinson 
The days are surely coming, says the Living God, when I will sow the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of humans and the seed of 
animals. And just as I have watched over them to pluck up and break 
down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring evil, so I will watch over them to 
build and to plant, says God. In those days they shall no longer say: “The 
parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” 
But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of everyone who eats sour 
grapes shall be set on edge. The days are surely coming, says the Living 
One, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says God. 
But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Living God: I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people… No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
“Know the Living God,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
to the greatest, says God; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 
their sin no more.  

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
Sermon & Pastor’s Repost   Nancy Ellett Allison 

“Of Immigrants, Violence & Change” 
 
Stewardship, Neighbors in Need & Offertory Invitation Martha Bomely 
 
Offertory Music “Thanksgiving Song” by Mary Chapin Carpenter 

Lisa Cloninger, vocalist, Kathi Smith, piano 
 

Doxology       ELLECOMBE  

As saints of old their first-fruits brought of orchard, flock and field, 
To God, the giver of all good, the source of bounteous yield, 
So we today first-fruits would bring, the wealth of this good land, 
Of farm and market, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand. 
 



 
In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today, 
To serve Your cause and share Your love with all along life’s way. 
O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ Your Son, 
Teach us to give ourselves each day until life’s work is done. 

 

Offertory Dedication Martha Bomely 
 

 Hymn                       “Let All Things Now Living”  ASH GROVE 
Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving,   
To God the creator, triumphantly raise. 
Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 
Who still guides us on to the end of our days. 
God's banners are o'er us, God’s light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night. 
Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished 
As forward we travel from light into light. 
 
Great laws, God enforces, the stars in their courses 
The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 
The deeps of the ocean proclaim Christ divine. 
We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
With glad adoration a Song let us raise 
Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving: 
"To God in the highest, Hosanna and praise!" 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Call to Order  Consistory President, Jeff Edwards-Knight 
Establishment of Quorum 
Approval of Minutes 
President’s Report 
Nominations for Consistory Class of 2020 
Constitutional Amendments           
Treasurer’s Report & Proposed Budget for 2018 
Ministry Team Reports 
Acknowledgement of Committees 
 
Adjourn for Lunch Thank You, Hospitality Team! 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life's journey,  

you are welcome here! 
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WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT 
We extend a worm welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. 
Guests and members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we 
may have a record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you 
during the week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact 
information.  
 
ANNUAL MEETING & POTLUCK TODAY 

Our 2018 Annual Meeting is our opportunity to discuss and share the work 
of the church with the entire congregation. We welcome all to join us for 
the meeting and lunch following 
 
MUSIC DURING OUR INTERIM: THANK YOU TO KATHLEEN SMITH 
Kathi Smith has been a member of Holy Covenant since 2002 and 
throughout her membership has been engaged in our music ministries.  
Special thanks are due to Kathi, who labored this morning at the piano, 
which as usual fell upon her. 
 
NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING, NOVEMBER 18 
Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-
third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 
Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness 
Ministries to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and 
direct service projects through grants.  We will receive this offering 
today.  To make a donation, place your offering in an envelop and drip it 
in the offering plate. 
 
CHOIR REHEARSAL FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
Following worship November 25, all who enjoy sinning are welcome to stay 
and join our choir for Advent and Christmas music rehearsals.  Additional 
rehearsals will be December 2, 9 and 15.  Share your musical gifts with 
Holy Covenant!  Contact Lisa Cloninger at lisacmsw@hotmail.com for more 
info.  
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 



TIME OUT YOUTH, FAMILY STYLE DINNER, NOVEMBER 29 
T.O.Y. is a place where lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and 
questioning (LGTBQ) youth ages 11-20 can experience a sense of belonging 
& community. Please consider helping with this next meal planned 
for Thursday, November 29.  All are welcomed!  Contact Bob 
Saylor, bchs3201@aol.com.  
 
SANDWICH MINISTRY, DECEMBER 1 AT HCUCC 
Did you know that once a month some of us get together for 30 minutes of 
sandwich making?  This long-standing ministry is a simple and tangible way 
to help our homeless neighbors.  We will meet at 10 am on Saturday, 
December 1 in Holy Covenant's kitchen.  All supplies and delivery to the 
Urban Ministry Center provided.  Contact Julie McLelland 
at j.mclelland@att.net if you are interested. 
 
HOLY COVENANT TO HOST ROOM IN THE INN 
December 9, January 13, February 10, March 10 
HCUCC will again host our yet to be housed neighbors to keep them warm, 
give them a place to shower, and feed them hot meals.  Can you help with 
this ministry?  Check the signup sheets in the Gathering Room...there are 
many ways you can help to welcome our neighbors in need. 
 
HCUCC BOOK CLUB 
The HCUCC book club reading schedule: 
December 12: Andrew Sean Greer’s Less, a laugh out loud novel, which 
we can all use! January 9: Joanna Cannon’s The Trouble with Goats and 
Sheep, a mystery of sorts, another nice change of pace for our book club. 
We meet at 10:30 at SouthPark Christian Church, 6650 Park South Drive, 
Charlotte.  
 
HCUCC YOGA4ALL, NOCEMBER/DECEMBER SCHEDULE 
Classes are geared toward inclusivity of all levels of experience and 
abilities....Beginners and those who are yoga-curious are encouraged to 
attend. If you have questions, contact David davidsmith02b@gmail.com or 
704-533-2142.  Join us at 7:30 PM:  November 28, December 12, 19 & 26.  
 
 
 



FRED ROBINSON PREACHING, NOVEMBER 25 
Next Sunday in worship we will have the rare privilege of hearing a good 
sermon when Rev. Robinson preaches for us. 
  
ADDITIONAL CHILD CARE WORKERS NEEDED 
Applications are now being accepted for 2-5 year-old nursery workers. 
 

TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE, NOVEMBER 20 
Tuesday, November 20, 6:30-8:30 pm at Time Out Youth, 3800 Monroe 
Road, Charlotte. Please join the Transgender, Non-Binary, Genderqueer, 
Agender, Demi-Gender and Gender Non-Conforming community to give 
honor to the Trans lives which have been lost to anti-Trans violence.This 
event will give space for artistic expression, personal restoration and 
recognition of the Trans lives which have been lost at the hands of 
violence and ignorance. All are welcome to attend. We invite you to bring 
pictures of our trans family lost for the community altar. Food and drink 
will be provided. We are resilient. We are powerful. We will not be 
erased. 
 
ANNUAL CITYWIDE INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE, NOVEMBER 20 

Tuesday, November 20, 7 pm, at First United Methodist Church, 501 N 
Tryon Street, Charlotte Sponsored by MeckMin, A Network of 100+ Houses 
of Faith. Adult Choir, Children's Choir or Instrumental Ensemble! All ages, 
abilities and faith backgrounds are encouraged to participate.  For more 
information, contact Fredrick Robinson fred.robinson@meckmin.org or 
770.344.8002 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WE COULDN'T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Elder for November: Robert Shepherd, RShepVidEd@att.net or 704-618-1322 

Deacons for November: James Hong, Cheryl Milam 
Greeters: Anne Hayes 

Ushers: Tom Magraw, Suzanne Lamorey, Jim Hong 
Media: Brian Hankins, Lisa Cloninger, Renee Brown 

Tabulators: Joy Decker, JoAnn Jellison 
Refreshments: Potluck following Annual Meeting 

Recyclers: Kristin Andes, Tom Magraw 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community. 

Members 
Gail Bushman, Frank & Charlotte Carbone, Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, Jill 
Gregg, Eileen Howe, Julie Klever, Helen Lambert, Karen Long, Irene 
Mikkelson, Melissa Noll, Isabelle Reedy Powell, Ed Sharp, Caroline Utz 

Friends & Family Members 
Ray Adams (Linda Burby), Caryn Capps, Ashley & Baby Evelyn Kate Cregan 
(Barbara Schneller), Ann Ebright (Julie Klever), Barbara Hunt (Donna 
Collins), David Owens (Donna Collins), Joe Robinson (Bill & Kim Tyler), 
Jessie Sharp (Terry Raley-Dennis), Cynthia & Tommy Simpson, Beckye 
Neese Smith (Diane Neese), Luz Soto (Aida Marcial), John Teague (Donna 
Collins), Kathryn Vickery (Ed Vickery), Gary West (John Rapp), Wanda 
Williams (John Rapp) 
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