Advent Proclaims All is Well

“O Saviour, Tear Open the Heavens” © Beate Heinen
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Isaiah 9:2
Silent Meditation
Come one and all, come running!
Come see eternal life in swaddling clothes!
Take him in your arms; he cannot run away;
He has come to redeem those who have lost all hope.
~ Jacopone da Todi
It is often said at Christmas that Jesus is born into every family and every heart.
But these "births" must not make us forget the primordial, massive fact that
Jesus was born of Mary among a people that at the time were dominated by
the greatest empire of the age. If we forget that fact, the birth of Jesus
becomes an abstraction, a symbol, a cipher. Apart from its historical
coordinates the event loses its meaning. To the eyes of Christians the
incarnation is the irruption of God into human history: an incarnation into
littleness and service in the midst of overbearing power exercised by the
mighty of this world; an irruption that smells of the stable.
~ Gustavo Gutierrez
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Prelude

Please silence cell phones

Welcome and Announcements 
Nancy Ellett Allison
One: May the peace of the Christ Child be with you.
Many: And also with you.
(Please pass the friendship pads down the row.)
Opening Voluntary

“Sing We Now of Christmas”

Handbell Ensemble

Christmas Acclamation
Fred Robinson
One: At this Christmastide let us attend once more to the story told
of one who was born on this Earth, who ministered to the poor,
the rejected, and the brokenhearted, who died speaking truth
to power, and whose death signified not the end, but a
transformation awaiting all who give their lives, even as he did,
to God’s vision for the well-being of this world.
Many: Let us recall the original blessing imparted to us, that we are
created in the image of God, and we are declared good.
One: Let us ponder anew God’s promise through Isaiah that though
we often feel the darkness pressing in, the Light is come and
shines on us each day.
Many: Let the much-loved words and songs of this season fill us body
and soul, giving us hope and helping us respond to that great
plea that permeates this season: for peace, peace on earth,
peace on earth and good will to all.
Invocation: (Unison)
Fred Robinson
Loving God, open our hearts and minds to the truth made evident in
Christ, that you are with us. May the beauty of the birth of Jesus
summon us always to love what is most deeply human, and to see your
love reflected in those whose lives we touch. May the testimony of
creation—in the stable animals and the high heavens—summon us to
cherish all life, and to see your goodness in the beauty of this Earth.
Hallelujah! Amen.
All rise, in body or spirit Sing Response Hymnals located beneath pews

Hymn

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”
ADESTE FIDELES
David Smith, trumpet; Bill Tyler, French horn
O come, all ye faithful, joyful, and triumphant,
Oh come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him born the King of angels;
Refrain: O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Highest, Most Holy, Light of Light Eternal
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Very God, begotten not created: (Refrain)
Sing choirs of angels sing in exultation
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God, all glory in the highest: (Refrain)
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father now in flesh appearing: (Refrain)

Lighting the Advent & Christ Candles
Mike Yonkovig & Dana Endsley
One: Hope, peace, love, and joy. Four candles, four promises continually
offered to us by God, and all of them manifest in this one we light
tonight: the Christ candle. In Christ we find the hope of
transformation, the peace that follows justice, the joy of selffulfillment in community, and the love that encompasses us in all
our diversity, all empowering us to make our own unique
contribution to this world. In Jesus we find light and life, and the
courage to be like him, answering his call and following in his
footsteps.
All: We rejoice in God’s steadfast presence in our lives,
and in God’s unique presence in the life of Jesus of Nazareth—
born of Mary, growing through childhood into an adult
ministry, in all his life manifesting the peace, love, and justice
of God; his voice undimmed by the centuries, his call and his
promise as clear to us as it was to his disciples so long ago.
Come to us, Lord Jesus, Be born in us this night, in our hearts,
our minds, our lives. May the light of your life be kindled in us,
and lead us to the shining truth, of God with us, God for us, God
in us. Amen. (All candles are lit.)

Advent Carol
Lyrics and music by David A. Smith
 Prepare me with open arms for the child;
Prepare me with open heart, soft and mild.
Prepare me to feel the joy that he brings. Prepare me, Emanuel.
This is the time for us to find; room at last in the inn.
Candles we light to shine in the night; Christ, you come once again.
Children’s Message
Nancy Ellett Allison
(Following the Children’s Message, pre-schoolers may go to extended care
and those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.)
Gift in Music

"Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”
Kristin Andes, harp

GOD’S ETERNAL BLESSING
God Blesses All Humanity Genesis 1:26-28

Jason W. Krug

Patti Key

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon
the earth.’
So God created humankind in God’s image,
in the image of God they were created;
male and female God created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and
fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.’

 Carol
“Joy To the World”
ANTIOCH
Joy to the world! The Lord is come; let earth receive her king!
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing!
Joy to the earth! the savior reigns; let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love.

Christ’s Birth Foretold Isaiah 9:2; 6–7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the Living God will do this.

Terrance Hayes

Gift in Music
“Adore”
Music Cooperative
words and lyrics by Graham Kendrick and Martin Chalk
You stepped down from heaven/ Humbly you came
God of all creation/ Here with us/ In a starlit manger
Emmanuel/ Light of the world/ Here to save (Refrain)
Adore/ Come let us adore/ Oh come let us adore him
The Lord, worship Christ, the Lord/ Let all that is within us/ Adore
Wise men bring their treasures/ Shepherds bow low
Angel voices sing of peace on earth
What have I to offer/ To heaven's King
I'll bring my life, my love, my all (Refrain)
Angels sing, praises ring to the newborn King
Peace on earth, here with us, joy awakening
At your feet we fall (Refrain)

GOD’S ENCOURAGEMENT: DO NOT BE AFRAID
The Angel Visits MaryLuke 1:26–35; 38
Kathryn Watts
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob
for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to
the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to
her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will
be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, ‘Here am I,
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’
Then the angel departed from her.
Gift in Music
“Advent Peace Canon”
arr. R.E. Schram
Text by Charles Wesley, Music by Johann Pachelbel
Chancel Choir; Bridget Green, flute
Dona nobis pacem. Come though long expected Jesus, born to set thy
people free; From our fears and sins release us let us find our rest in
thee. Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art.
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. Come thou long
expected Jesus, come to us and bring us peace.

The Angel Visits Joseph

Matthew 1:20-23

J.P. Griffin

An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken
by the Lord through the prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’
Gift in Music

“Carol of the Bells”
arr. Larry Clark
by Peter Wilhousky
Bill Tyler, French horn; Kathleen Smith, piano
CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF JESUS

In the Beginning Was the Word
John 1:1-5, 14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All
things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and
truth.
Meditation
Gift in Music

“Celebrate the Light”

Nancy Ellett Allison

“O Holy Night”
Adolphe Adams
Dorrie Hankins, soprano; Kathleen Smith, piano

Luke Tells of the Birth of Jesus Luke 2:1; 3–7

Ed Hord

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee
to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.
Gift in Music

“What Child is This? Child of the Poor”
Lisa Cloninger, Kathleen Smith, vocals
Avery McGuirt, violin; David McGuirt guitar

The Shepherds Go to the Manger

Luke 2:8–14

Jocelyn Hughes

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid;
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’






 Carol
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
MENDELSSOHN
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
Christ by highest heav'n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come, offspring of a Virgin's womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail the incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel (Refrain)
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, risen with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die.
Born to raise each child of earth, born to give them second birth.
(Refrain)
The Shepherd’s JourneyLuke 2:15-20

Fred Robinson

When the angels had left the shepherds and gone into heaven,
they said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Gift in Music

“Virgin Slumber Song”
Laura Valles, vocals; Kathleen Smith, piano

Offertory Invitation

by Max Reger
Fred Robinson

Offertory Music

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
The Hankins Family

VENI EMMANUEL

Doxology
To God all glorious heavenly Light,
To Christ revealed in earthly night,
To God the Spirit now we raise
Our joyful songs of thankful praise. Amen.

OLD HUNDREDTH

Offertory Dedication

Fred Robinson
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Invitation
Nancy Ellett Allison
All are invited to this table. We come to kneel before the Christ child.
God-with-us has come to touch our world, our lives. The God who blesses
us has come to bring us out of darkness into a glorious light. The God who
proclaims “Do not be afraid!” invites us now to come fearlessly to the
table of blessing. Here love is offered and love is found, in the sharing of
bread and cup. Here we find our journey’s end and its beginning.
Words of Institution
(Communion is received by intinction. Take a wafer or bread and dip it
into the cup to receive both elements. Gluten free wafers are available.)
Music during Communion “Angels We Have Heard on High”
Bridget Green, flute; Kathleen Smith, piano

GLORIA

Prayer after Communion (Unison)
Nancy Ellett Allison
May this truth be always on our hearts: The God who breathes this
world into being and places stars in the heavens, is the God who
entrusts all life to the care of ordinary people. This is the One who
became vulnerable that we might know the strength of the power of
love, a mystery so deep it is impossible to grasp, a mystery so beautiful
it is impossible to ignore, Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lighting Our Candles of Commitment
(Please sit in silent meditation as we bring the Christ Light
into the congregation to light each candle.)


 Christmas Carol
“Silent Night”
STILLE NACHT
(As the last line of each verse is sung, please raise your candle)
Laura Valles, German
Stille Nacht, Heil'ge Nacht, Alles schläft; einsam wacht
Nur das traute hoch heilige Paar.
Holder Knab' im lockigen Haar, Schlafe in himmlischer Ruh.

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and Child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born, Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night, Child of God, love’s pure light,
Radiant beams from your holy face
Bring the dawn of redeeming grace;
Jesus Lord at your birth, Jesus Lord at your birth.
Benediction

Nancy Ellett Allison

Postlude
(You will find baskets in the foyer for returning your candle
and for recycling your worship bulletin.)

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT
WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT
We welcome all who worship with us tonight. We
Affirming, progressive Christian church welcoming
members, please sign the friendship pad located in
signing, pass it back to its starting point, taking note of
near you and greet them.

are an Open and
all. Guests and
each pew. After
who is worshipping

ALL ARE WELCOME TO CHRIST’S TABLE
All are welcome to Christ’s table of celebration. Communion is received
by intinction so we invite you to take a piece of bread or a gluten free
wafer and dip it into the communion cup (containing juice) to receive
both elements.
CELEBRATE FOUNDER'S SUNDAY, JANUARY 13
The First Reformed Church of Charlotte met for its first Sunday of worship
on January 16, 1916; join us on this day of celebration to remember what
has been and to anticipate what is yet to be!
HOLY COVENANT TO HOST ROOM IN THE INN, JANUARY 13
HCUCC will again host our yet to be housed neighbors to keep them warm,
give them a place to shower, and feed them hot meals. Can you help with
this ministry? A casserole? A Dessert? Or just be present for conversation?
Check the signup sheets in the Gathering Room...there are many ways you
can help to welcome our neighbors in need. Contact Suzanne Lamorey at
suzlam@yahoo.com with any questions.
FINANCIAL REMINDER
Thank you, one and all, for the many gifts you bring to Holy Covenant
through the year. For financial contributions to be counted in 2018 as tax
deductions, please ensure all offering checks are either post marked no
later than December 31, 2018 or received in the office by Monday,
December 31, 2018. Any receipts for reimbursements or gifts in kind
should be received in the office by December 27th, to ensure timely
processing.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TUES-WED, DEC 25-26, AND TUES, JAN 1

Merry Christmas!
OUR MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison, Ph.D., Pastor
Rev. Fredrick D. Robinson, Associate Pastor
Mr. Shea Watts, Director of Music Ministries
Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Administrative Asst.
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