
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

by Pastor Daniel Hill 
The Pearl of Great Price 

 
 

“Scared and sacred are spelled  

with the same letters.  

Awful proceeds from the same root word as 

awesome.  

Terrify and terrific.  

Every negative experience holds the seed of 

transformation.”  

― Alan Cohen  
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March 10, 2019 

 
Gathering Music Kathleen Smith 
 
Welcome and Announcements Nancy Ellett Allison 

One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

(Please pass the information pads so that all worshippers 
 might have the opportunity to sign them.) 

 
Opening Voluntary Kathleen Smith 
 

Words of Preparation (based on Psalm 96) Jeff Edwards-Knight 
One: We come in reverent awe before the Living God - for great is the 

Holy One – and greatly to be praised! 
Many: We come, to join with all creation in singing new songs to God 

the Almighty! 
One: We come in worship and praise, with eager spirits. 
Many: We come, to share together the news of our God’s saving 

work. 
One: We come with songs and prayers, to honor the Holy One! 
Many: We come, to bring our offerings to the Living God whose 

splendor, honor and majesty shines forth from God’s 
presence. Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace  Jeff Edwards-Knight 
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the 

peace of Christ is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

All rise in body or spirit  

Sing Response   Hymnals located below pews 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 



  





Hymn 278 “Creator God, Creating Still” ST. ANNE C.M. 
 

1. Cre-a-tor God, cre-a-ting still, by will and word and deed, 
 Cre-ate a new hu-man-i-ty to meet the pres-ent need. 
 
2. Re-deem-er God, re-deem-ing still, with o-ver-flow-ing grace, 
 Pour out your love on us, through us, make this a ho-ly place. 
 
3. Sus-tain-er God, sus-tain-ing still, will strength for ev-ery day, 
 Em-power us now to do your will. Cor-rect us when we stray. 
 
4. Great Tri-une God, for this new day we need your pres-ence still. 
 Cre-ate, re-deem, sus-tain us now to do your work and will. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Contemporary Music  “Oh, How I Need You”  All Sons and Daughters 
Music Cooperative 

 
Lord I find You in the seeking/ Lord I find You in the doubt 
And to know You is to love You/ And to know so little else 
I need You 
 

Chorus:  Oh, how I need You (x3) 
 

Lord I find You in the seeking/ Lord I find You in the doubt 
And to know You is to love You/ And to know so little else 
I need You 

 
Chorus:  Oh, how I need You (x3)  

 
Lord I find You in the morning/ Lord I seek You everyday 
Let my life be for Your glory/ Woven in your threads of grace 
I need You 

 
Chorus:  Oh, how I need You (x3) 
 

Bridge 2x:   Light glorious light 
I will go where You shine 
Break the dawn, crack the skies 
Make the wave right before me 
In Your light I will find 
All I need, all I need is You  (to Chorus) 

 
 

 
Children’s Offering & Message                      Nancy Ellett Allison 
(Following the Children’s Message, preshcoolers go to extended care and 

those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.) 
 

 
 



 
Hebrew Scripture Lesson   Luke 4:1-13 Nancy Ellett Allison 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. 
He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was 
famished. The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this 
stone to become a loaf of bread.’ Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, “One 
does not live by bread alone.” ’ Then the devil led him up and showed him 
in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, ‘To 
you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over 
to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it 
will all be yours.’ Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, “Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve only him.” ’  
Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of 
the temple, saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down 
from here, for it is written, “He will command his angels concerning you, 
to protect you”, and “On their hands they will bear you up, so that you 
will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’ Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, 
“Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’ When the devil had finished 
every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.  

One:  May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many:  Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
Call to Prayer “Return to God” by Marty Haugen 

(Soloist sings, congregation sings) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
 
Prayer of Confession (inspired by Luke 10:38-42) Nancy Ellett Allison 

One: Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that the distractions and busyness of 
our lives make it difficult to listen deeply to your voice. 

Many: Transform our priorities so that we make space in our lives to 
be quiet and listen to you. 

One: Jesus, seeker of the lost, we confess to becoming so shaped by 
the values of this age that your call on our lives is increasingly 
hard to hear. 

Many: Transform our values so that they are shaped by your concern 
for the unloved and unlovely, and for the weak and powerless 
in our society. 

One: Jesus, friend of the poor, we confess that too often any mission 
and outreach planning is weighed against economic viability. 

Many: Transform our thinking so that we risk believing that all 
things are held together, not by the bottom financial line, but 
by you. 

One: Jesus, bearer of reconciliation, we confess that all too often in 
our faith communities, we harbor thoughts which estrange and 
make us hostile towards one another. 

Many: Transform our hearts so that we are filled with the desire to 
forgive one another and to make peace. 

One: Jesus, source of our faith, we confess that we forget all too 
quickly the words we say, and pray, and sing, in our time of 
worship. 

All: Transform our lives so that they remain connected to you at 
all times and in all places. 

 
Assurance of Pardon Nancy Ellett Allison 
God has heard our prayer; the goodness of our lives is shaped by God's 
love for us. We are redeemed through God and reconciled through grace 
and always forgiven. Hear the good news in Jesus Christ this is a new day 
to once again be a child of God. 
 



 
 
 
Special Music  “In Feast or Fallow”  by Sandra McCracken 

Music Cooperative 

 

When the fields are dry, and the winter is long 

Blessed are the meek, the hungry, the poor 

When my soul is downcast, and my voice has no song 

For mercy, for comfort, I wait on the Lord 
 
Chorus:In the harvest feast or the fallow ground, 

My certain hope is in Jesus found 

My lot, my cup, my portion sure 

Whatever comes, we shall endure (rep.) 
 

On a cross of wood, His love was outpoured 

He rose from the ground, like a bird to the sky 

Bringing peace to our violence, and crushing death’s door 

Our maker incarnate, our God who provides. (to Chorus) 
 
Bridge: O come, Emmanuel/Come, o come, Emmanuel 
 

When the earth beneath me crumbles and quakes 

Not a sparrow falls, nor a hair from my head 

Without His hand to guide me, my shield and my strength 

In joy or in sorrow, in life or in death  (to Chorus) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Lesson Matthew 13:45-46  
NSVR:  Nancy Ellett Allison 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
that field.  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls; 

 
on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 

he had and bought it. 
 

The Message:  Tricia Lytle 
“God’s kingdom is like a treasure hidden in a field for years and then 
accidentally found by a trespasser. The finder is ecstatic—what a find!—
and proceeds to sell everything he owns to raise money and buy that field. 
 
“Or, God’s kingdom is like a jewel merchant on the hunt for excellent 
pearls. Finding one that is flawless, he immediately sells everything and 
buys it. 

One:  May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many:  Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 
 

Sermon  “When you never went looking Tricia Lytle 
 for the very best thing that ever happened to you” 
 
Hymn 433 “In the Bulb There Is a Flower” PROMISE 

(Hymn of Promise) 
 

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
There’s a dawn for every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.  
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery? 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 
In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; at the last a victory, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 



 
Offertory Invitation Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
Offertory Music Kathleen Smith 
 

Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH 



Our God is making all things new,  

 A promise that we know is true.  
 Through eyes of faith we long to see  
 A love-transformed community.  Amen. 

  
Offertory Dedication  Nancy Ellett Allison 

 

Benediction Tricia Lytle 
 

Postlude Kathleen Smith 
 
 
       

 
 

WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT 
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and members, 
we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a record of your 
worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the week. Members, 
please indicate any changes in your contact information. We invite our visitors 
and members to linger following worship and join us in light refreshments and 
conversation. 
 
WELCOME OUR GUEST PREACHER, TRICIA LYTLE 
It is a delight to welcome Tricia to our pulpit once again!  She is currently 
serving at AnMed Health as their Manager of Spiritual Care. Prior to that she 
was an associate pastor with Unity Pres. Church and the Chaplain for Novant 
Hospital in Huntersville. Throughout her career, Tricia has had a passion for 
hearing people's stories, connecting with others and especially working with 
children and youth.  She completed her Masters of Divinity at Vanderbilt 
Divinity School and her chaplain residency at Vanderbilt Medical Center in 
Nashville, TN. Tricia and her husband, David, enjoy walks around Lake Hartwell 
with their dog, Brinkley. She also loves finding a great deal at Goodwill. 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 



Season of Lent 
 

Lenten Meditations “Stacking Up the Stones” are posted daily on Facebook! 
Join the "Holy Covenant UCC" Facebook page to get each day's meditation 
during Lent.    facebook.com/groups/61370940062/ 
A limited number of printed copies are available today in the Gathering 
Room. 

 
BLESSING WHAT IS, TUESDAYS, MARTHC 12 – APRIL 16 
Anne Findlay-Chamberlain will lead “Blessing What Is: Sacred Pauses in Our 
Spiritual Journey to Easter”; acknowledging where we are, and speaking words 
of blessing into that space. Gathering at Anne’s home, 7 PM- 8:30 PM RSVP 
office@holycovenantucc.org 
 
PRACTICING MIDRASH, WEDNESDAYS, MARCH 13 - APRIL 17 
Nancy Allison will lead this midweek focus on ways to engage and study the 
Bible using Tim Moore’s book, “Practicing Midrash.”  From noon to 1PM at Holy 
Covenant, we will join together for reflection, discussion and contemplation. 
RSVP office@holycovenantucc.org 
 
TROUBLE I’VE SEEN BOOK STUDY, SUNDAYS, MARCH 17 – APRIL 14 
Fred Robinson will lead our Adult discussion class on Sunday mornings at 9:45 
AM.  This book is subtitled “Changing the way the Church Views Racism” and 
will be a valuable discussion in leading us forward. 
 
CHOIR REHEARSAL RESUMES MARCH 10   
We have GREAT NEWS! Bridget Green has agreed to serve as our Choir Director 
for the Lent and Easter Season! Join us for our first rehearsal Wednesday 
following the worship service. We need YOUR voice to help us celebrate God's 
great love expressed through beautiful music. If you plan to sing please 
complete this survey http://tinyurl.com/2019EasterChoir or email Bridget at 
Bridgetn.green714@gmail.com. All are welcome! 
 
CALLING ALL HANDBELL RINGERS!   
We will start rehearsing two easy pieces for lent and Easter on Sunday, March 
24 after choir practice. Please contact Joy Decker at joy@joydecker.com if 
you are interested 
 
HOLY COVENANT TO HOST ROOM IN THE INN TONIGHT  
HCUCC will host our yet to be housed neighbors to keep them warm, give them 
a place to shower, and feed them hot meals. Can you help with this ministry? 



Can you assist with Monday morning clean up?  Perhaps you would simply like to 
join us for dinner and conversation?  See the signup board in the Gathering 
room or contact Suzanne, suzlam@yahoo.com. 
 
MIGRANT BUS MINISTRY 
Winter coats, snacks, toiletries and diapers are being collected to give to 
migrants as they pass through Charlotte on the Greyhound bus route on their 
journey to pursuit asylum. A collection box is available in the Gathering Room. 
See Suzanne Lamorey with questions or to participate in this welcoming. 
 

WE COULDN'T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Elder for March: Kathleen Smith, kathleenie53@msn.com or 704-614-7674 

Deacons for March: Jim Hong, Ed Vickery 
Greeters: Eileen Howe, Lisa Sherman 

Ushers: Kevin Edwards Knight, Kevin Decker, Sue Pascucci 
Media: Brian Hankins, Lisa Cloninger, Renee Brown 

Tabulators: Diane Rogers, Kathi Smith 
Refreshments: Plaza Midwood Covenant Group 

Recyclers: Diane Rogers 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Members 

Gail Bushman, Frank & Charlotte Carbone, Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, Phyllis 
Johnson, Julie Klever, Helen Lambert, Karen Long, Irene Mikkelson, Isabelle 
Reedy Powell, Caroline Utz 

Friends & Family Members 
The family of Ben McGuirt (David & Patti McGuirt) 

Ray Adams (Linda Burby), Caryn Capps, Shane Christian (Beth Sharp), Ann Ebright 
(Julie Klever), Tammie & Charles Edenfield (Donna Collins), Will & Addie Mae 
Hong (Jim Hong), Ron Mann (Robert Shepherd), Becki Minich & Heather O’Donnell 
(Eileen Howe), Tony Morand (Lloyd & Gussie Spencer), David Owens (Donna 
Collins), Joe Robinson (Bill & Kim Tyler), Ken & Evelyn Sell (Robert 
Shepherd), Jessie Sharp (Terry Raley-Dennis), Chris Shepherd (Robert Shepherd), 
Cynthia & Tommy Simpson, Luz Soto (Aida Marcial), John Teague (Donna Collins), 
Kathryn Vickery (Ed Vickery), Gary West (John Rapp), Wanda Williams (John 
Rapp) 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison, Ph.D., Pastor  pastor@holycovenantucc.org 
Rev. Fred Robinson, Associate Pastor  fredrick@holycovenantucc.org 
Mr. Shea Watts, Director of Music Ministries  music@holycovenantucc.org 
Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant  office@holycovenantucc.org 


