
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silent Meditation 
 

You have kept count of my tossings; 

put my tears in your bottle. 

Are they not in your record? 
 ~ Psalm 56:8 

 

Despair has been called the unforgivable sin— 
not presumably because God refuses to forgive it, 

but because it despairs of the possibility of being forgiven. 
~ Frederick Buechner 

 

 

Go out into the darkness  

and put your hand into the hand of God. 

That shall be a better light, and safer than a known way. 

~St. John of the Cross 

 



 

 

 

September 15, 2019 
 

Prelude Jon Weddell 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Nancy Ellett Allison 
One:   May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you.  

(Please pass the information pads so that all worshippers 
might have the opportunity to sign them) 

 
Opening Voluntary  Jon Weddell 
            

Call to Worship Terrance Hayes 
One: Living God, from whom every gift derives, we gather to worship 

in this day. 
Many:  We come to you with thanksgiving and praise, to open our 

lives anew into your perspective. 
One: Enlarge our vision this hour through your Word. 
Many: Instill in us, again, 
 Your hope in place of our despair, 
 Your peace where our hatred threatens, 
 Your joy amidst our depression, 
 Your love overwhelming our apathy. 
One: May your Holy Spirit surround and indwell this congregation now, 

and forevermore. 
Many: May our hearts and minds and spirits be turned toward you 

now and forevermore. 
 

Passing of the Peace Terrance Hayes 
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of peace, for the peace 

of Christ is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God! 





All rise, in body or spirit    Sing Response    Hymnals located below pews 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

89TH ANNUAL HOMECOMING SUNDAY 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 



Hymn “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” KINGSFOLD 
 I heard the voice of Jesus say “Come unto me and rest 
Lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast” 
I came to Jesus as I was weary, worn, and sad 
I found him in a resting place and he has made me glad 

 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give 
The living water, thirsty one, stoop down and drink and live” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived and now I live, redeemed 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say “I am this dark world’s light 
Look unto me, your morn shall rise and all your day be bright” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found my guiding star, my sun 
And in that light of life I’ll walk till traveling days are done 
 

“O How I Need You” 
by S. Garrard, L. Jordan, D. Leonard, P. Mabury, Mother Theresa 

  
Lord I find You in the seeking, Lord I find You in the doubt  
And to know You is to love You, and to know so little else. 
 
Refrain:  I need You, O how I need You! 
                O how I need You, O how I need You!  
 
Lord I find You in the morning, Lord I seek You everyday,  
Let my life be for Your glory, woven in Your threads of grace.  
(Refrain) 
  
Light, glorious light, I will go where You shine 
Break the dawn, crack the skies, make the way bright before me 
In Your light I will find all I need, all I need is You. (Refrain) 

 
 

Children’s Message Nancy Ellett Allison  
(Following the Children’s Message, pre-schoolers go to extended care and 

those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.) 
 



Gospel Lesson Luke 15:1-10 Tom Magraw 
Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And 
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.’ So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, 
having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine 
in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has 
found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I 
have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy 
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people 
who need no repentance. 
‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light 
a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, “Rejoice with 
me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’ 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 

Hymn      "Come As You Are"                   David Crowder 
Come out of sadness from wherever you’ve been 
Come broken hearted, let rescue begin 
Come find your mercy, oh sinner come kneel 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal 
 

Refrain:  So lay down your burdens, lay down your shame 
           All who are broken, lift up your face 
           Oh wanderer come home, you’re not too far 
           Lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, come as you are. 
 
There’s hope for the hopeless and all those who’ve strayed 
Come sit at the table, come taste the grace 
There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t cure       (Refrain) 
 
Come as you are, come as you are 
Fall in Love's arms, come as you are 
There’s joy for the morning, oh my soul be still 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal 



 
Contemporary Reading  Meg Houlihan 
 

“For One Who Is Exhausted, a Blessing” 
by John O’Donohue 

 
When the rhythm of the heart becomes hectic, 
Time takes on the strain until it breaks; 
Then all the unattended stress falls in 
On the mind like an endless, increasing weight. 
 
The light in the mind becomes dim. 
Things you could take in your stride before 
Now become laborsome events of will. 
Weariness invades your spirit. 
Gravity begins falling inside you, 
Dragging down every bone. 
The tide you never valued has gone out. 
And you are marooned on unsure ground. 
 
Something within you has closed down; 
And you cannot push yourself back to life. 
You have been forced to enter empty time. 
The desire that drove you has relinquished. 
 
There is nothing else to do now but rest 
And patiently learn to receive the self 
You have forsaken in the race of days. 
 
At first your thinking will darken 
And sadness take over like listless weather. 
The flow of unwept tears will frighten you. 
 
You have traveled too fast over false ground; 
Now your soul has come to take you back. 
 

Continued on next page 

 
 



 
Take refuge in your senses, open up 
To all the small miracles you rushed through. 
 
Become inclined to watch the way of rain 
When it falls slow and free. 
 
Imitate the habit of twilight, 
Taking time to open the well of color 
That fostered the brightness of day. 
 
Draw alongside the silence of stone 
Until its calmness can claim you. 
 
Be excessively gentle with yourself. 
 
Stay clear of those vexed in spirit. 
 
Learn to linger around someone of ease 
Who feels they have all the time in the world. 
 
Gradually, you will return to yourself, 
Having learned a new respect for your heart 
And the joy that dwells far within slow time. 

 
 
Pastoral Prayer Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hebrew Scripture Psalm 88 Fred Robinson 
 

O Lord, God of my salvation, 
   when, at night, I cry out in your presence,  
let my prayer come before you; 
   incline your ear to my cry.  
For my soul is full of troubles, 
   and my life draws near to Sheol.  
I am counted among those who go down to the Pit; 
   I am like those who have no help,  
like those forsaken among the dead, 
   like the slain that lie in the grave, 
like those whom you remember no more, 
   for they are cut off from your hand.  
You have put me in the depths of the Pit, 
   in the regions dark and deep.  
Your wrath lies heavy upon me, 
   and you overwhelm me with all your waves. 
Every day I call on you, O Lord; 
   I spread out my hands to you.  
Do you work wonders for the dead? 
   Do the shades rise up to praise you? 
Is your steadfast love declared in the grave, 
   or your faithfulness in Abaddon?  
Are your wonders known in the darkness, 
   or your saving help in the land of forgetfulness?  
But I, O Lord, cry out to you; 
   in the morning my prayer comes before you.  
O Lord, why do you cast me off? 
   Why do you hide your face from me?  
Wretched and close to death from my youth up, 
   I suffer your terrors; I am desperate.  
Your wrath has swept over me; 
   your dread assaults destroy me.  
They surround me like a flood all day long; 
   from all sides they close in on me.  
You have caused friend and neighbor to shun me; 
   my companions are in darkness. 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 



 
Sermon “Life in Despair” Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
Offertory Invitation Fred Robinson 
 
Offering Music  Jon Weddell 
 

Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH 



Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

    Praise God all creatures here below, 
    Praise God above all heavenly hosts, 
    Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Offertory Dedication Fred Robinson 
 

Hymn 553 “There is a Balm in Gilead” BALM IN GILEAD 

Refrain: 

There is a balm in Gil-e-ad, to make the wound-ed whole,  

there is a balm in Gil-ead, to heal the sin-sick soul. 

1 Some-times I feel dis-cour-aged, and think my work's in vain, 

But then the Ho-ly Spir-it re-vives my soul a-gain. Refrain: 

 
2. Don't ev-er feel dis-cour-aged, for Jesus is your friend,  

who, if you ask for knowl-edge, will never fail to lend. Refrain: 

3. If you cannot preach like Pe-ter, if you can-not pray like Paul, 

you can tell the love of Je-sus, who died to save us all. Refrain: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



              

Benediction Nancy Ellett Allison 
 

Benediction Response NEW DIMENSIONS 

 God of rainbow, fiery pillar,  
Leading where the eagles soar, 

 We your people, ours the journey, 
 Now and ever, now and ever, now and ever more. 

 
Postlude  Jon Weddell 
 

 

 

No matter who you are 

or where you are on your journey,  

you are welcome here! 

 
 
 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison, Ph.D., Pastor  pastor@holycovenantucc.org 
Rev. Fred Robinson, Associate Pastor  fredrick@holycovenantucc.org 
Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant  office@holycovenantucc.org 
Ms. Kathleen Smith, Accompanist  kathleenie53@msn.com 
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PLEASE SIGN OUR ATTENDANCE REGISTER 
WELCOME to all who worship today at Holy Covenant! Guests and 
members, please sign an attendance register and then pass it back to its 
starting point, taking note of who is worshipping near you and greet them. 
 
THE IMPACT OF RACE AND POVERTY IN CHARLOTTE, SEPTEMBER 22  

CHURCH POTLUCK IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
Bring a potluck dish to share and join us as we explore issues 
of poverty and race in the Queen City.  
Rev. Helms Jarrell, co-founder of QC Family Tree, will lead us in worship. 
Panelists Include Don Thomas (from Leading on Opportunity), Janeen 
Bryant (from CREED-NC) and Kass Ottley (Community Activist) Moderator 
is Rev. Dr. Rodney Sadler, Professor, Union Presbyterian Seminary. 
 
TIME OUT YOUTH FAMILY STYLE MEAL, SEPT 19 
We are serving a family style dinner at the Time Out Youth 
Center, Thursday evening, Sept. 19th. There is a need for donations (food 
or funds), and for several volunteers for preparations, serving the meal & 
interaction with youth for about 1-1.5 hours. T.O.Y. is a center that 
supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, & questioning Youth 
in promoting unconditional acceptance & creating space for self-
expression. Your support is greatly appreciated! Contact Bob Saylor, 704-
239-7342 or  bchs3201@aol.com. Love wins! 
 
YOUTH LED CHARLOTTE STRIKE FOR CLIMATE SEPTEMBER 20, 9:30 
Charlotte Mecklenburg Government Center, 600 E. 4

th
 St. 

 
SOJOURNERS CLASS - NOT YOUR TYPICAL SUNDAY SCHOOL  
The Sojourners continue to discuss Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and 
Redemption by Bryan Stevenson. Stevenson was a gifted young attorney 
when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to 
defending the poor, the wrongly condemned, and those trapped in the 
furthest reaches of our criminal justice system. All are welcome to join us 
at 9:45 in the Conference Room and no preparation is necessary. 
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 



REFRESHMENTS FOR FELLOWSHIP - KEEP IT SIMPLE! 
You can use the link below to sign up, and you can still sign up on paper if you 
prefer.  https://tinyurl.com/hcuccsnacks2019 
 
WE COULDN'T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Elder for September: Suzanne Lamorey, suzlam@yahoo.com or 704-654-7267 

Deacons for September: Martha Bomely, Holly Middleton 
Greeters: Anne Hayes, Lisa Sherman 

Ushers: Tom Magraw, Chris Edwards, Suzanne Lamorey, Barb Schneller 
Media: Brian Hankins, Lisa Cloninger 

Tabulators: Alice Phelan, Terry Raley Dennis 
Refreshments: South Charlotte Covenant Group 

Recyclers: Suzanne Lamorey 
 

Dear Holy Covenant family; 
Thank you so much for all you did at the time of mom's (Susan Bennett 
Stiles) passing. Please know it means so much that mom was able to 
find such an amazing church in NC.  
Love to all, Mary (Gardener and family) 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Members 

Frank & Charlotte Carbone, Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, Julie Klever, Helen 
Lambert, Karen Long, Irene Mikkelson, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reedy 
Powell, Mamie Stokes 

Friends & Family Members 
Ray Adams (Linda Burby), Mary Ruth Edenfield Beatty (Donna Collins), Ann 
Ebright (Julie Klever), Scott Gleditsch (Barb Schneller), David & Cecelia 
Griffin (JP Griffin), Faye Grumbles (Linda Clark), Will & Addie May Hong 
(Jim Hong), Marilyn Lafferty (Kim Tyler), Bob Lyon (Melissa Noll), Amy 
Madden (Robert Shepherd), Ron Mann (Robert Shepherd), Carolyn Marshall 
(Linda Clark), Thibault Ossenbühl (Melissa Noll), Roshani Parikh (Nishi 
Griffin), Joe Robinson (Bill & Kim Tyler), Jack Ross (Anne Findlay-
Chamberlain), Ken & Evelyn Sell (Robert Shepherd), Jessie Sharp (Terry 
Raley-Dennis), Irene Sharpe (Robert Shepherd), Barbara Shook (Dawn 
Simmons), Luz Soto (Aida Marcial), Gene Sullivan (Jason Sullivan), John 
Teague (Donna Collins), Dorothy Underwood (Keith & Cheri Dennis), 
Kathryn Vickery  (Ed Vickery), Gary West (John Rapp), Wanda Williams 
(John Rapp) 


