
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silent Meditation 
 

I believe that God desires to relate to, or to be in covenant with, what 
God created; and that Her need for right relationship results in a call to 
preserve the common good, or to borrow more biblical language, 
shalom. 
 ~ John Dorhauer 

 

We go to the bible, we go through the workout 

We read up on revival and we stand up for the lookout 

There's more than one answer to these questions 

pointing me in a crooked line 

The less I seek my source for some definitive 

The closer I am to fine     

 ~ The Indigo Girls 

 

I dwell in possibility… 

Not knowing when the dawn will come, I open every door. 

 ~Emily Dickinson 



 

 

 

October 23, 2016 10:55 AM 
 
Gathering Music Jared Fischer 
 
Welcome and Announcements   Nancy Ellett Allison 

One:   May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

(Please pass the friendship pads so that all worshippers 
have the opportunity to sign them) 

 
Opening Voluntary 

CHURCH 1.0 
 

Words of Preparation   (from Philippians 2) Steven Burleson  
One: Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
Many: who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 

equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness. 

One: And being found in human form, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.  

Many: Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the 
name that is above every name,  

One: so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

 

Greet One Another with a Holy Kiss or Passing of the Peace   
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the 

peace of Christ is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

All rise in body or spirit  Sing Response  
Hymnals located below pews 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

 



 
Psalter 624 “Psalm 8” Lisa Cloninger 

(Congregation sings Response) 

 
 



 
 

Hymn 439 “A Mighty Fortress is our God” EIN’ FESTE BURG 

1. A might-y for-tress is our God, a bul-wark nev-er fail-ing,  

Our pres-ent help a-mid the flood of mortal ills pre-val-ing. 

For still our an-cient foe does seek to work us woe 

with craft and pow-er great, and armed with cru-el hate, 

on earth without an e-qual. 

 

2. Did we in our own strength con-fide, our striv-ing would be los-ing, 

But there is one who takes our side, the One of God's own choos-ing. 

You ask who that may be? Christ Je-sus sets us free! 

With might-y power to save, vic-to-rious o'er the grave, 

Christ will pre-vail tri-um-phant. 

3. And though this world with dev-ils filled should threat-en to un-do us, 

We will not fear for God has willed the truth to tri-umph through us. 

The powers of e-vil grim, we trem-ble not for them;  

Their rage we can en-dure, for lo, their doom is sure:  

One lit-tle word shall fell them. 

 

4. That word be-yond all earth-ly powers for-ev-er is a-bid-ing; 

The Spir-it and the gifts are ours, for Christ is with us sid-ing. 

Let goods and kin-dred go, this mor-tal life al-so; 

the bod-y they may kill; God's truth shall tri-umph still; 

God's reign en-dures for-ev-er. 

 

 

 



CHURCH 2.0 
SOLA SCRIPTURA ~ SOLA FIDE ~ SOLA GRATIA  

(BY SCRIPTURE ALONE ~ BY FAITH ALONE ~ BY GRACE ALONE) 
 
Children’s Offering & Message Nancy Ellett Allison 

 (Following the Children’s Message, pre-schoolers may go to extended 
care and those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.) 

 
 

Epistle Lesson Romans 3:19-28 Jim Hong 
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world 
may be held accountable to God. For ‘no human being will be justified in 
his sight’ by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the 
knowledge of sin. But now, irrespective of law, the righteousness of God 
has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 
sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he 
himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified 
by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.  

One: The word of God for the people of God. 
Many: Thanks be to God.   

 
 
Reflection “The Rise & Strength of Church 2.0” Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
 
Generations of Generosity Cheri Lovell 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Hymn “Breathing the Breath”  
 
We have nothing to give, that didn't first come from Your hands 
We have nothing to offer You which You did not provide. 
Every good, perfect gift comes from Your kind and gracious heart, 
And all we do is give back to You what always has been Yours. 
 
Chorus: We are breathing the breath that You gave us to breath; 
             To worship You, to worship You.  
       And we're singing these songs With the very same breath,  
       To worship You, to worship You.  
  
Who has given to You, that it should be paid back to them? 
Who has given to You, as if You needed anything? 
From You, and to You, and through You, Come all things, O God,  

And all we do is give back to You what always has been Yours. 
 
Meditation: 
We are breathing the breath, that You gave us to breath. 

 
 
Our Time of Prayer Together Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
 

 Offertory Invitation Steven Burleson 
 
 
Offertory  Jared Fischer 















Offering Response 38     WOODLANDS             
 

 

 
                    Lift eve - ry     gift        that God to      us   has      given;

 
     How    lies       the      best ‘til  blessed by    God     in    heav’n! 

 
           With      spi - rits    one,       with hearts inspired and  awed, 

 
             We   lift      them up,    we    lift   them   up          to    God! 
 



Offertory Dedication Steven Burleson 
 

CHURCH 3.0 
 

  Epistle Lesson Revelation 21:1-6 Nancy Ellett Allison 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away… And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. God will dwell with 
them; they will be God’s peoples, and God will be with them’… And the 
one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things 
new…Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true… I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the end.’ 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
Reflection “Future Church” Nancy Ellett Allison 
 



Reading “The Prayer of Dr. King” Frye Gaillard 
 
Special Music “Dream”  Anne E. DeChant 

“Shine Lord” 
 

 Report from New Ministry Team Alix Felsing, Jana Harrison 
 

Hymn “Be Thou My Vision” SLANE 
 

Be thou my vision, O God of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art  
Thou my best thought, by day or by night; 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 
 Guide me with thy hand when sight is obscured 
 Father and Mother, Thy child may I be, 
 Thou in me dwelling and I one with thee. 
  

Benediction  Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
Postlude Jared Fischer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT 
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and 
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a 
record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the 
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact information. 
We invite our visitors and members to linger following worship and join us 
in light refreshments and conversation. 
 

INGATHERING SUNDAY & CHURCH PICNIC TODAY 
Planning our giving helps shape our behavior and strengthen our 
commitments. What dream will you fulfill in 2017 with your pledge? Please 
share your giving plan on a commitment card and place in the offering 
plate. Thank you for sustaining the many ministries of Holy Covenant 
through your financial gives and offerings of love and service.  
All Church Picnic following worship. Please plan to stay for a fun picnic 
lunch hosted by our hospitality team. We will have black bean burgers, 
hot dogs and hamburgers with all the fixings! Join us and bring a big 
appetite! 

*Handbell Ringers please meet in the choir room following worship for a 
quick meeting to determine our future rehearsal times! 
 

2016 COOKBOOK ~ CELEBRATING 100 YEARS AVAILABLE TODAY! 
Our Holy Covenant 2016 Cookbook is here and available for purchase in 
the Gathering Room. The commemorative cookbook contains 350 of our 
church member recipes and will make wonderful Christmas presents for 
family and friends, all for just $15.  Funds raised will go towards our 
Guatemala Missions work.  
 

WITH MUSIC AND JUSTICE FOR ALL:  
DeCHANT & GAILLIARD ARE IN THE HOUSE TODAY! 

Come hear Southern author Frye Gaillard and award-winning Nashville 
recording artist Anne E. DeChant team up for an afternoon of stories and 
song; exploring the depths of the human condition raising issues of 
empathy, compassion and justice. 2PM with reception to follow. Books and 
Recordings will be available for purchase after the show.   

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 
 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT  



 
HOLY COVENANT ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR 

Calling all Artists and Creative Saints! Our holiday bazaar will be Sunday, 
December 4 with a Wine and Cheese Preview Party on Saturday, December 
3, 4pm-7pm  If you are interested in selling your creative gifts at our 
bazaar, Contact Debbie Davis by November 
20 at debbiekdavisnc@gmail.com so we can reserve a table for you. This 
event has been a successful activity during the holiday season for the past 
several years and we hope you can join us in selling your wares! Twenty 
percent of sales will benefit the Guatemala Missions Fund. 
 

SOULS TO THE POLLS: MAKING VOTES COUNT 
NC-DEMOCRACY.ORG 

EARLY Voting began Thursday, Oct 20th. If you need a ride to the polls or  
wish to drive people to the polls you may call 888-482-7353. 

 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RAINBOW BUILD, NOVEMBER 3&4 

8am-4pm,2201 Holly Street, Charlotte, NC 
http://www.habitatcharlotte.org/ Group ID 4580 

 
 

Candid photographs and/or video recording share our work and witness and invite others 
into the fellowship of our congregation. Some pictures/video may be published in church print 

publications, on our website or on our official social media sites. If you do not wish to have 
your image published,please contact the church office by phone or email. 

 
 
 

WEDNESDAY YOGA AT 7:30 PM   
We meet for a time of yoga. For more information, contact David Smith 
704-533-2142 or prizmsongs@gmail.com. 

 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Sojourners are continuing to enjoy lively discussions of the book The 
End of White Christian America. This Sunday, October 23, we'll be talking 
about "Family: Gay Marriage and White Christian America." Subsequent 
chapters include "Race: Desegregating White Christian America" and "A 
Eulogy for White Christian America."  Join us if you can--all are welcome. 



 
 

BOOK CLUB GATHERINGS 
Our next discussion will be on November 14th at 1:30 pm at the Sharon 

Campus. Karen Long will lead the discussion of J.D.Vance's Hillbilly Elegy, 
A Memoir of Growing Up Poor.....a family and culture in crises. For 
December 19th's meeting, we'll review Graham Moore's Last Days of 
Night. Please join us for fellowship and a lively discussion of these 

outstanding works. 
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES OF “BREAKING BREAD” WITH OTHERS: 
SANDWICH MINISTRY OCTOBER 26 Sharon Campus, 9:30am 

BACKPACK MINISTRY Bring your food gifts of small sized protein, 
vegetables, soup, starches, fruit, breakfast items or a snack.  Don't have 
time to shop? Make a donation and a personal shopper will do the rest!  

UNCC'S NEW FOOD PANTRY FOR STUDENTS 
On campus at UNCC! See the website uncc.edu/org/foodpantryprogram. 
Our very own Kim Buch is a co-founder of this beneficial outreach, last 

year serving over 1000 students. Kim.Buch@uncc.edu 
 There is a need somewhere, everywhere, and all items are important.  

WE have an outlet for your gift. 
Thank you for helping reduce the burdens of others. 

 
 
 
 

WE COULDN’T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Elder of the Month: Faye Humphrey 

Greeters: Barb Schneller, Lisa Sherman 
Media: Brian Hankins 

Ushers: Eileen Howe, Peter Jawidzik, Alice Phelan 
Tabulators: Tina Dickens 

Recyclers: Suzanne Lamorey 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Members 

Gail Bushman, Leanne Bushman, Charlotte Carbone, Ginny & Bob Fisher, 
Marianne Gannon, Helen Lambert, Karen Long, Irene Mikkelson, Sheryl 
Stogner, Kathleen Wagner 

 
Friends & Family Members   

McKenzie (Sue Godfrey), Rose Bouchonville (John Maze), Matthew 
Christian, (Beth Sharp), Andrew Edenfield (Donna Collins), Bill Funderburk 
(Donna Collins), Frances Helms (Lynn Helms), CD & Alice Huskins (Jared 
Fischer), John Jacobsen (Holly Middleton), Aaron Johnson (Joy Johnson), 
Ashley Jones (Annette Shoop), Urban Linn (Julie McLelland), Bob Lyon 
(Melissa Noll), Carrie McLelland (Joe McLelland), Sarah Mitchell (Scottie 
Foster), Pat & JoAnn Murphey (Laura Murphey), Jennifer Owens (Donna 
Collins), Ron Parrish (Terry Parrish), Luz Soto (Aida Marcial), Tommy 
Simpson (Cynthia Simpson), Janet Watson (Donna Collins), Charles Weaver 
(Susan Rettberg), Doris Wright (Kathleen Wagner) 

 

   
 

           
 

Holy Covenant United Church of Christ  
Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison, Ph.D., Pastor 

Mr. Jared Fischer, Music Director 
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3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510
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