
 

Silent Meditation 
We will be told this is the day the people rule. That sounds like a good idea, 
but you need to remember that there was a democratic moment in the 
Gospels, and the people asked for Barabbas….  
We did not elect Jesus to be President.  
We did not elect Jesus to be the second person of the Trinity.  
We did not elect him messiah or saviour.  
We did not vote on whether there should or should not be a people gathered 
to worship Jesus. We thought our leadership could even be determined by 
lot. We did not vote to legitimate what we now call "the Bible…" 
We are Jesus people who Jesus says will be hated and some of us will even 
be put to death.  
But if Jesus is who he says he is, what choice do we have?  
After all we did not elect Jesus. He elected us. 

~ Stanley Hauerwas 
 

Far from being the pious injunction of an utopian dreamer, 

the command to love one’s enemies is an absolute necessity for the 

survival of our civilization. Yes, it is love that will save our world and our 

civilization, love even for enemies.”     

~ Martin Luther King Jr.  

 

Inside the word emergency is emerge...from an emergency new things 

come forth...old certainties are crumbling fast...danger and possibility 

are sisters. 

~Rebecca Solnit 
 



 

 

 

 

November 13, 2016 10:55 AM 

 
Gathering Music                       Jared Fischer 
 
Welcome and Announcements   Nancy Ellett Allison 

One:   May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

(Please pass the friendship pads so that all worshippers 
have the opportunity to sign them) 

 
Opening Voluntary Jared Fischer 
 

Invocation (unison) Diane Neese 
O God, the generations rise and pass away before you. Grant us the 
courage to stand up for what is right, the strength to make a 
difference, and the humility to accept that there are no Messiahs 
except for Jesus and no heaven on earth beyond God’s welcoming 
embrace of all in this age and in the age to come.  We gather as people 
who long for a clearer understanding of your presence in our time.  We 
gather to remember your promise of presence in all things, at all times.  
We gather to remember that it is you alone we honor and worship. 
Amen. 



Passing of the Peace  
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the 

peace of Christ is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All rise in body or spirit  Sing Response  
Hymnals located below pews 
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Hymn 485 “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” ST. MARGARET 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 "Everlasting God" 
 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 
Wait upon the Lord, we will wait upon the Lord 
 
Our God, You reign forever 
Our hope, our Strong Deliverer 
 
You are the everlasting God, the everlasting God 
You do not faint, you won't grow weary 
 
You're the defender of the weak 
You comfort those in need 
You lift us up on wings like eagles 

 
Children’s Offering & Message Nancy Ellett Allison 
(Following the Children’s Message, pre-schoolers may go to extended care 

and those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.) 
 
Prayers of the People Steven Burleson 
 
A Time of Silence 
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)         
Forgiving God, in a world filled with so much pain, we would rather 
shut our eyes and be blind than see things as they really are. Grant us 
the courage to face the reality of our world, and give us the strength to 
bring your light to those who walk in darkness. Help us see others as 
you see them, and forgive us when we do not trust you enough to open 
our eyes to the possibilities before us. Heal our self-inflicted blindness, 
O God, and lead us in the footsteps of the Light of the World, who 
reveals your glory in his life, his teachings, and his love. 
 
Assurance of Pardon   

One: God forgives us for our failings, upholds us in love, and leads us 
to the place that Christ has prepared for us. Believe in your 
heart that God loves you and forgives you. 

Many: We believe. God help our unbelief! 



Gift of Music “Chain Breaker”  
Jared Fischer, piano; Robbie Furr, voice 

 

If you've been walking the same old road for miles and miles, 
If you've been hearing the same old voice tell the same old lies, 
If you feel drowned by the same old waves of the rising tide, 
There’s One who holds you, there’s One who holds you. 
 

If you've got pain, there's a pain-taker 
If you feel lost, there's a way-maker 
If you need freedom or saving, there's a prison-shaking Savior 
If you've got chains, there's a chain-breaker 
 

We've all searched for the light of day in the dead of night, 
We've all found ourselves worn out from the same old fight, 
We've all fought against things we know just ain't right, 
But take courage, there’s a way ahead. 
 

If you believe it. If you receive it, if you can feel it, somebody testify. 

 
Hebrew Scripture Lesson Isaiah 65:17-25 Terrance Hayes 
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.  
But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating… 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard or the cry of distress.  
No more shall there be an infant that lives but a few days, 
   or an old person who does not live out a lifetime… 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
   they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit…  
For like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
   and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.  
They shall not labor in vain, 
   or bear children for calamity; 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 
   and their descendants as well.  
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
   the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
   but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.  
 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 



Gospel Lesson Luke 21: 5-19 Barry Holcomb 
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, ‘As for these things 
that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon 
another; all will be thrown down.’ 
They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that 
this is about to take place?’ And he said, ‘Beware that you are not led 
astray; for many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and, “The time 
is near!” Do not go after them. ‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do 
not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end will not 
follow immediately.’  
Then Jesus said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places 
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs 
from heaven. ‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute 
you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be 
brought before kings and governors because of my name. This will give you 
an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your 
defense in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your 
opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even 
by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of 
you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of 
your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls. 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
Sermon “Competing Visions” Nancy Ellett Allison 



Hymn “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name CORONATION 
 

All hail the power of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall,  
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. (x2) 
 
Let every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball,  
To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all. (x2) 
 
O that with yonder sacred throng, we at his feet may fall,  
We'll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all. (x2) 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Neighbors in Need                                                               Steven Burleson  
 
Offertory Invitation                                          
 
Offertory                              "I Am Resolved"  

Lisa Cloninger, soprano; Robbie Furr, tenor; Karen Long, alto;   
John Rapp, bass; Kathleen Smith, piano 

 

Doxology       ELLACOMBE  

 As saints of old their first-fruits brought of orchard, flock and field, 
To God, the giver of all good, the source of bounteous yield, 
O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ Your Son, 
Teach us to give ourselves each day until life’s work is done. 

 

Offertory Dedication  Steven Burleson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UCC Statement of Faith   885 Nancy Ellett Allison  
 

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, 
God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God,  
 and to your deeds we testify: 
You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, 
 and set before each one the ways of life and death. 
You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 
You judge people and nations by your righteous will  
 declared through prophets and apostles. 
 In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth,  our crucified  
 and risen Savior,  
 you have come to us  
 and shared our common lot,  
 conquering sin and death  
 and reconciling the world to yourself. 
 

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit,  
 creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ,  
 binding in covenant faithful people of all ages,  
 tongues, and races. 
 

You call us into your church  
 to accept the cost and joy of discipleship,  
 to be your servants in the service of others,  
 to proclaim the gospel to all the world  
 and resist the powers of evil,  
 to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table,  
 to join him in his passion and victory. 
   

You promise to all who trust you  
 forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace,  
 courage in the struggle for justice and peace,  
 your presence in trial and rejoicing,  
 and eternal life in your realm which has no end. 
 

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. Amen. 

 
 
 



Hymn 593                 “Lift Every Voice and Sing”  LIFT EVERY VOICE 
 

Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring 
Ring with the harmonies of liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope the present has brought us; 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,  
Let us march on till victory is won. 
 
Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn has died; 
Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet, 
Come to the place for which our people sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
God who has brought us thus far on the way; 
God, who by your might, led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met you, 
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, forget you; 
Shadowed beneath your hand, may we forever stand, 
True to our God, true to our native land. 

 
 

Benediction  Nancy Ellett Allison 
 

Postlude Jared Fischer 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT 
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and 
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a 
record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the 
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact information. 
We invite our visitors and members to linger following worship and join us in 
light refreshments and conversation. 
 

CENTURY CELEBRATION 
Many thanks go to Barry Holcomb today for his tireless efforts to help us 
remember well the early 1900’s! 
 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
Many thanks to all who have turned in their pledge cards for 2017.  To date, 
we have received 57 family pledges towards our General Fund 2017 
ministries and 27 family pledges towards our Building Fund mortgage needs. 
Each pledge matters greatly for the missions and work of our church, and 
currently we are 14% shy of our goal to meet next year's budget 
needs. Please turn in your family pledge card or email our church 
administrator, Dawn Simmons at office@holycovenantucc.org as soon as 
possible.  
 

ANNUAL MEETING, NOVEMBER 20 
Our 2016 Annual Meeting is our opportunity to discuss and share the work of 
the church with all of the congregation.  In order to conduct the business of 
the church we need a quorum – and that means we need our members 
present!  If you have any questions about the annual meeting, please contact 
Consistory President Robert Furr. 
 

POTLUCK FOLLOWING ANNUAL MEETING 
Bring your favorite recipe from our Cookbook! 

 
ENDOWMENT POLICY DISCUSSION 

Those wishing to learn more about our proposed Endowment and Gift Policy 
are welcome to remain in the sanctuary for a Q & A time. We will also host a 
conference call on Thursday, November 17th at 7:00 PM. Call in: 641-715-
3680, access code 644557#. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 
 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT  



  
2016 COOKBOOK ~ CELEBRATING 100 YEARS 
RAISING FUNDS FOR TOMORROW’S MISSIONS 

Our Holy Covenant 2016 Cookbook will be available for purchase on 
November 20th, December 3rd and 4th. The commemorative cookbook 
contains 350 of our church member recipes and will make wonderful 
Christmas presents for family and friends for the bargain of $15. Funds 
raised will go towards our Guatemala Missions work. 
 

HOLY COVENANT ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
Our holiday bazaar will be Sunday, December 4 with a Wine and Cheese 
Preview Party on Saturday, December 3, 4pm-7pm. If you are interested in 
selling your creative gifts at our bazaar, please let Debbie Davis know by 
November 20 at debbiekdavisnc@gmail.com. Twenty percent of sales will 
benefit the Guatemala Missions Fund. 
 

NATIONAL SERMON ON RACE, TODAY, 5pm 
Myers Park Baptist and the Charlotte Clergy Coalition for Justice are hosting 
The Reverend Dr. William Barber, President of the North Carolina NAACP, for 
a National Sermon on Race, at 5 p.m. in the Myers Park Baptist Sanctuary. 
The public is encouraged to attend. Learn more at mpbconline.org/. 
 

BOOK CLUB GATHERINGS 
Join us tomorrow, November 14th at 1:30 pm at the Sharon Campus. Karen 
Long will lead the discussion of J.D.Vance's Hillbilly Elegy, A Memoir of 
Growing Up Poor.....a family and culture in crises. For December 19th's 
meeting, we'll review Graham Moore's Last Days of Night. Please join us for 
fellowship and a lively discussion of these outstanding works. 
 

UNCC'S NEW FOOD PANTRY FOR STUDENTS 
Yes – even on a college campus – students can have a tough time making 
ends meet. UNCC has begun keeping a food pantry and you can read more 
about it at the website uncc.edu/org/foodpantryprogram. Our very own Kim 
Buch is a co-founder of this beneficial outreach, last year serving over 1000 
students. Contact her at Kim.Buch@uncc.edu. Drop off food items in the 
gathering room. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE COULDN’T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Elder for November: Phil Kaveler 

Greeters: Susan Rettberg, Barb Schneller 
Media: Brian Hankins, Joe Craig 

Ushers: Kevin Edwards, John Maze, Tom Magraw 
Tabulators: Sally McLester, Kathi Smith 

Recyclers: Diane Rodgers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2016 Advent Choir season is here! 

 

 We need your voice to make this Advent season spirit-

filled and music-filled! Rehearsals start this Thursday, 

November 17 at 7:00 PM and run until our December 18th 

Advent Music Service. If you haven’t already, please 

RSVP to Jared Fischer at music@holycovenantucc.org so 

we can greet you with a music folder. We are especially in 

need of male voices this year, so please lend us yours so 

we can make this Advent a special one! 



PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Members 

Leanne Bushman, who has recently been moved to Hospice Care 
Gail Bushman, Charlotte Carbone, Tina Ettesen, Ginny & Bob Fisher, 
Marianne Gannon, Diane Garvey, Helen Lambert, Karen Long, Irene 

Mikkelson, Terry Parrish, Yami Senturias, Sheryl Stogner, Kathleen Wagner 
Friends & Family Members 

McKenzie (Sue Godfrey), Rose Bouchonville (John Maze), Matthew Christian, 
(Beth Sharp), Bill Funderburk (Donna Collins), Frances Helms (Lynn 

Helms), CD & Alice Huskins (Jared Fischer), John Jacobsen (Holly Middleton), 
Aaron Johnson (Joy Johnson), Ashley Jones (Annette Shoop), Urban Linn 

(Julie McLelland),  Carrie McLelland (Joe McLelland), Pat & JoAnn Murphey 
(Laura Murphey), Luz Soto (Aida Marcial), Tommy Simpson (Cynthia 

Simpson), Janet Watson (Donna Collins), Charles Weaver (Susan Rettberg),  
Doris Wright (Kathleen Wagner) 
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