
 
 

 

Love [people] even in [their] sin, for that is the semblance of 
Divine Love and is the highest love on earth. 
Love all God's creation, the whole and every grain of sand in it.  
Love every leaf, every ray of God's light.  
Love the animals, love the plants, love everything.  
If you love everything, you will perceive the divine mystery in 
things.  
Once you have perceived it, you will begin to comprehend it 
better every day.  
And you will come at last to love the whole world with an  
all-embracing love.  

 ~Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
December 11, 2016 10:55 AM 

 
Gathering Music Jared Fischer 
 
Welcome and Announcements   Nancy Ellett Allison 

One:   May the peace of the Christ Child be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

(Please pass the friendship pads so that all worshippers 
have the opportunity to sign them) 

 
Opening Voluntary  Jared Fischer 
  

Call to Worship   Yami Senturias & Michael Baldonado 
(Advent Credo by Daniel Berrigan) 

One: It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to 
destruction and loss— 

Many: This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 
but have everlasting life; 

One: It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and 
discrimination, hunger and poverty, death and destruction— 

Many: This is true: I have come that they may have life, and that 
abundantly. 

One: It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word, 
and that war and destruction rule forever— 

Many: This is true: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, his name 
shall be called wonderful councilor, mighty God, the 
Everlasting, the Prince of peace. 

 
 
 

All rise in body or spirit  Sing Response  
Hymnals located below pews 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

advent conspiracy ~ breathing in love 
third sunday in advent 

 

 
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

 



One: It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil 
who seek to rule the world— 

Many: This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, 
and lo I am with you, even until the end of the world. 

One: It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially 
gifted, who are the prophets of the Church before we can be 
peacemakers— 

Many: This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all flesh and your sons 
and daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see 
visions and your old men shall have dreams. 

One: It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of 
justice, of human dignity of peace are not meant for this earth 
and for this history— 

Many: This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that the true 
worshipers shall worship God in spirit and in truth. 

All: So let us enter Advent in hope. Let us see visions of love and 
peace and justice. Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with 
faith, with courage: Jesus Christ—the life of the world! 

 

Passing of the Peace Yami Senturias & Michael Baldonado 
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the 

peace of Christ is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 







 Hymn 126              “Angels from the Realms of Glory” REGENT SQUARE 
 

Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;  
As you sang creation’s story, 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth; 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, give thanks and sing. 
 
Shepherds in the fields abiding, 
Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing,  
Yonder shines the infant light: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, give thanks and sing. 
 
Sages, leave your contemplations,  
Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of Nations, 
Guided by Christ’s natal star: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, give thanks and sing. 
 
Saints, before the altar bending,  
Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly, your prayers attending,  
Christ beside you shall appear. 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, give thanks and sing.





















 Hymn 118              “Of the Spirit’s Heart Begotten” DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 
(Substitute “Spirit” for “Parent,” singing stanzas 1,2,3) 

 
 

1. Of the Spirit’s heart begotten 
when the worlds were yet to be 
One there was with no beginning, 
One who is eternally- 
Source and Ending of all things that have been, 
and all things that are to be, 
forever and forever. 
 

2. By this Word was all created, 
by this Word were all things done: 
Land and air and deepest ocean, 
harmony of three in one, 
And all growing in the luminance 
shed forth from the moon and sun, 
forever and forever. 
 

3. Blessed dawning of salvation 
as the Word in breathed in grace 
Into earthly flesh receiving- 
God incarnate taking place; 
Now the light of God revealed 
through the Child of human face, 
forever and forever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Lighting the Advent Candle Robbie Furr & Peter Jawidzik 

Austin & Cameron Furr 
One: We have lit two candles—for hope and peace. Today we light the 

third candle—the candle of love. With this flame we signify the 
love of God that surrounds and fills us at all times.   

Many: We recognize in the Christmas story the deep love of God for 
the poor, for those who serve, for those who search. There is no 
greater power than love.  

One: Love is stronger than rulers and empires, stronger than grief or 
despair, stronger even than death. We love, because God loves us. 

Many: Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Christmas season. 
As these candles are lit, light our lives with your imagination.  

One: Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that 
comes from justice.  

ALL: Magnify your love within us. Prepare our hearts to be 
transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ.  

  (Three candles are lit.) 
 
 
 
Advent Carol 117       “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” TRURO 
 


   So come, my Sovereign enter in 

Let new and nobler life begin. 
Let me Thy inner presence feel, 
Thy grace and love in me reveal. 

 
 

Children’s Offering & Message Nancy Ellett Allison 
 (Following the Children’s Message, pre-schoolers may go to extended 

care and those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.) 
 
 

Gift of Song “Come Darkness, Come Light” Music Cooperative 
                          Lisa Cloninger, Kathleen Smith, vocals 

 
 



 
Contemporary Reading  “I Wonder” Lori Cipot 

by Derek Tasker 
 

I wonder what would happen if  
I treated everyone like I was in love 

with them, whether I like them or not  
and whether they respond or not and no matter 

what they say or do to me and even if I see 
things in them which are ugly twisted petty 
cruel vain deceitful indifferent, just accept 
all that and turn my attention to some small 

weak tender hidden part and keep my eyes on 
that until it shines like a beam of light 

like a bonfire I can warm my hands by and trust 
it to burn away all the waste which is not 
never was my business to meddle with. 

 
 

Epistle Lesson Selections from 1 John 4 Lori Cipot 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God 
sent this only Son into the world so that we might live through him…No 
one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and God’s 
love is perfected in us.  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in 
God, and God abides in them. 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 
 
 

Pastoral Prayer Steven Burleson 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Gift of Song “The Prayer” 

       Jared Fischer, piano; Robbie Furr, tenor; Dorrie Hankins, soprano 

 
I pray you'll be our eyes and watch us where we go 
And help us to be wise in times when we don't know 
Let this be our prayer as we go our way 
Lead us to a place guide us with your grace 
To a place where we'll be safe 
 
La luce che tu dai - I pray we'll find your light 
Nel cuore restera - And hold it in our hearts 
A ricordarci che - When stars go out each night 
L'eterna stella sei 
Nella mia preghiera - Let this be our prayer 
Quanta fede c'e - When shadows fill our day 
Lead us to a place, guide us with your grace 
Give us faith so we'll be safe. 
 
Sogniamo un mondo senza piu violenza 
Un mondo di giustizia e di speranza 
Ognuno dia la mano al suo vicino 
Simbolo di pace e di fraternita 
 
La forza che ci dai - We ask that life be kind 
E'il desiderio che - And watch us from above 
Ognuno trovi amore - We hope each soul will find 
Intorno e dentro a se - Another soul to love 
 
Let this be our prayer, just like every child 
Needs to find a place, guide us with your grace 
Give us faith so we'll be safe 
E la fede che hai acceso in noi - Sento che ci salvera 

 











Gospel Lessons Selections from John 1 Steven Burleson 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
 

Matthew 1:18-25 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, 
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband, Joseph, 
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 
planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins….When Joseph awoke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her 
as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a 
son; and he named him Jesus. 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 
 

Sermon  “Welcoming Love” Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
Offertory Invitation Steven Burleson 
 
Offertory Music  Jared Fischer 
 

Doxology  OLD HUNDREDTH 



To God all glorious heavenly Light, 
To Christ revealed in earthly night, 
To God the Spirit now we raise 
Our joyful songs of thankful praise. Amen. 



Offertory Dedication Steven Burleson 
 









 Hymn 109 “With Joy Draw Water” ST. COLUMBA 
  (vs. 1-4) 
 

1. With joy draw wa-ter from the spring; sal-va-tion's liv-ing well.  
The Ho-ly One is in your midst; glad prais-es sing and tell! 

2. A shoot has sprung from Jes-se's tree; of God the cho-sen One. 

A branch of knowl-edge and of truth; a gift of love has come! 

3. With love the poor will be re-ceived; the proud will turn a-side; 

And faith-ful-ness will be a path, and righ-teous-ness the guide! 

4. The wolf shall lie down with the lamb; the calf and li-on play. 

God's peace shall dwell with-in the land; a child shall show the way! 

 





Benediction    Nancy Ellett Allison 
 

Choral Benediction     “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” AR HYD Y NOS 

Grow in love and love by serving, You are my own. 
Here my Spirit's power filled you; 
Here God’s tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, You are my own. 
 

Postlude Jared Fischer 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
PLEASE SEE USHERS FOR LARGE PRINT BULLETINS 

 
WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT 
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and 
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a 
record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the 
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact information. 
We invite our visitors and members to linger following worship and join us 
in light refreshments and conversation. 
 
HOLY COVENANT TO HOST ROOM IN THE INN TODAY 
Volunteers are needed!  Help share the love!   
1 driver for afternoon to pick up at UMC, 1-2 set up after worship, 1 
veggie, 1 dessert, 1 for morning clean up, and someone to launder 
bedding. How will you help to welcome our neighbors in need? 
 
ANGEL TREE 
Please consider including an angel in your holiday giving. There are tags 
for both children and seniors, with sizes and wished for items listed. Drop 
your new, unwrapped gift, or funds to support your gift if you'd rather, by 
December 18th. Tax deductible contributions should be payable to 
HCUCC, memo Angel Tree. 
 
BOOK CLUB GATHERING-NEW LOCATION 
Beginning Monday, December 12 at 11am, join us at SouthPark Christian 
Church, 6650 Park South Drive. All are welcome! 
 
A HOLIDAY LOVE OFFERING FOR THE HCUCC STAFF AND CLERGY 
Please consider contributing to a Holiday Love Offering to be divided for our 
HCUCC clergy and staff. We have a wonderful, dedicated team who works 
hard to make Holy Covenant a place of welcome, warmth, and spiritual 
renewal. Please give your gifts to Robbie Furr TODAY to allow time to 
organize and distribute gifts on December 18. You can reach Robbie at 
robbie@holycovenantucc.org or 704-453-9042. 
 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 



2016 ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR SUCCESS! 
Many thanks to our talented artists and generous shoppers for a very 
successful 2016 Holiday Bazaar.  $1,900 was raised through bazaar sales 
and 20% of these sales will go towards our Guatemala ministry. 
 

advent conspiracy  
CONSPIRE: Make secret plans jointly to commit a hidden action 
 LATE MIDDLE ENGLISH- from Latin conspirare agree & plot, from con- 

together with + spirare breathe. 
CONSPIRACY: Make Advent plans jointly to breathe in peace, hope, love and joy 

LATE HOLY COVENANT- from Latin lighting candles to songs of 
celebration let us conspire to bring our souls into  
the Christmas season. 

 

December 14,  7 :00pm  service of comfort & hope 
Join us for a service of healing, wholeness and hope; a time of prayer,  

music and meditation, as we support one another and lift praise to God. 

 7 :45pm breathing together 
Yoga in the conference room 

December 18, 10:55 am advent four: breathe in joy 
Celebrating our Chancel Choir, Music Cooperative and Ensembles 

 

December 24, 5:00 pm  chili & soup supper 
 
December 24, 7:00 pm  christmas eve 

Candlelight service welcoming the Christ child 
 

December 25, 10:55 am christmas day 
Celebrating in scripture & song 

 
We have a fully staffed nursery/preschool for all services.  

 
 

 
 



YEAR-END GIVING 
Holy Covenant's fiscal year ends on Saturday, December 31 so any 
contributions for 2016 or prepayments for 2017 must be dated on or 
before 12/31/2016, and be received or post-marked by Saturday, 
December 31. Questions about year-end contributions, stock gifts or 
electronic giving may be directed to Dawn Simmons 
at office@holycovenantucc.org.  We are grateful for the generosity of all 
at Holy Covenant. 

 
WE COULDN’T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 

Elder of the Month: Yvette Ross 
Greeters: Judi Lord, Laura Hankins 

Media: Brian Hankins 
Ushers: Kevin Edwards, Tom Magraw, John Maze 

Tabulators: Sally McLester, Kathi Smith 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Members 

The Bushman family in the death of Leanne Bushman 
Charlotte Carbone, Tina Ettesen, Ginny & Bob Fisher, Marianne Gannon, 
Diane Garvey, Linn Finger, Helen Lambert, Karen Long, Irene Mikkelson, 
Terry Parrish, Yami Senturias, Sheryl Stogner, Kathleen Wagner 

Friends & Family Members   
Rose Bouchonville (John Maze), Matthew Christian, (Beth Sharp), Bill 
Funderburk (Donna Collins), CD & Alice Huskins (Jared Fischer), John 
Jacobsen (Holly Middleton), Aaron Johnson (Joy Johnson), Ashley Jones 
(Annette Shoop), Urban Linn (Julie McLelland), Carrie McLelland (Joe 
McLelland), Sarah Mitchell (Scottie Foster), Luz Soto (Aida Marcial), 
Tommy Simpson (Cynthia Simpson), Charles Weaver (Susan Rettberg) 
 

Holy Covenant United Church of Christ  
Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison, Ph.D., Pastor 

Mr. Jared Fischer, Music Director 
Mr. Steven Burleson, Youth & Young Adult Pastor 

Mr. Gregg Walker, Ministry Intern 
Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant 

3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 
www.holycovenantucc.org  office@holycovenantucc.org  704-599-9810 


