
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Silent Meditation 
 

All of us live by some vision. It may be a depressing vision.  
It may be a very limited vision.  
It may be a vision that it's all going to pieces.  
But there is a vision, conscious or unconscious, that each of us lives by. If it's 
a dark vision, one that's moving toward disintegration and chaos, then we 
will be fearful.  
If it's a larger vision, if it's a universal vision, if it's a vision of God's Realm 
and we really believe that it's going to come into being, we'll be filled with 
hope.  
Hope is the confidence that the vision which is the biblical vision will really 
occur. And no one is going to be excluded.    

~N. Gordon Cosby 
 

Leadership is using the gifts God has given you to bring out the gifts of 
others in order to accomplish great things in and for the world God loves 
so much.  

~David Lose 
 



 
 
 

January 22, 2017 
 

Gathering Music Jared Fischer 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Nancy Ellett Allison 

One:   May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

(Please pass the information pads so that all worshippers 
 might have the opportunity to sign them.) 

 
Opening Voluntary 
 

Call to Worship(inspired by Psalm 27) Cheryl Milam 
One: God is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear? 
Many: God is our shelter and refuge on the days of trouble, and our 

hope and joy on the days of celebration. 
One: Day after day, we seek God’s face and the assurance of God’s 

holy love: 
Many: O God, do not turn from us or hide your face from us; Be our 

guide and our light! 
One: One thing we ask of God: 
Many: That we may live in God’s grace all the days of our lives, and 

never cease to behold the beauty of God’s creation. 
One: Beloved of God, enter this worship in thanksgiving, for God is 

among and within us! 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Passing of the Peace 
One: Come, let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, 

for the peace of Christ is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

All rise in body or spirit  Sing Response  
Seating by Ushers 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

89TH
 ANNUAL HOMECOMING SUNDAY 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 











Hymn  “O for a Thousand Tongues” 
  

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise 
The glories ever echoing the triumphs of God’s grace. 

 My gracious Savior and my God assist me to proclaim 
To spread through all the earth abroad the honors of Thy name. 

 
Refrain: So come on and sing out, let this anthem grow loud; 
            God is One Great Love. 
 
Jesus, the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease, 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, ’tis life, and health, and peace. 
Christ breaks the power of cancelled sin and sets the prisoner free, 
His love can ease our suffering, His love availed for me.   Refrain 

 
Christ speaks and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive, 
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe. 
Glory to God, and praise and love be ever, ever given, By saints below 
and saints above The Church in earth and heaven.  

 
Refrain: So come on and sing out, let this anthem grow loud; 

God is One Great Love. God is One Great Love. 
Let all hearts with one voice shout  
“Hosanna to Christ in the highest, in the highest!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“Us for Them” 

 
When the lines are drawn, when you’re in or out, 
When it’s us or them, and we shame the doubt, 
It is all a lie, all we ever really need is love, 
There’s no need to shed more blood 

 
Look upon the cross. Look upon the cross. 
See the face of Christ; see the mercy in His eyes, 
Every valley shall be lifted high. 
Now, our enemies are blessed, the heavy laden rest, 
For His judgment is love 
 
There is no more guilt, there is no more shame, 
All our darkest sin, all our deepest pain. 
Blessed are the poor, all the lonely broken lost and torn; 
See a kingdom comes to us. 
A war that’s fought with love, our only war is love. 
 
Prepare the way of the Lord, wielding mercy like a sword, 
Every mountaintop will be made low. 
Know, He holds the earth like dust, and His judgment comes to us, 
And His judgment is love, His judgment is love. 
 
We will not fight their wars, we will not fall in line, 
Cause if it’s us or them, it’s us for them. 
We reject the either or, they can’t define us anymore, 
Cause if it’s us or them, it’s us for them. 

 
 
 
Children’s Message Nancy Ellett Allison 
(Following the Children’s Message, pre-schoolers go to extended care and 

those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.) 
 
 
 



 
Pastoral Prayer Nancy Ellett Allison 

One: O Living God, our Governor, whose glory is in all the world:  
Many: We commend this nation to your merciful care, that we may 

dwell secure in your peace.   
One: We pray for this nation in which you have set us, 
Many: For its men and women of government, for the leaders of 

commerce and industry, for those who through newspapers 
and television lead in thought. 

One: Grant to the President of the United States, the Governor of this 
State and to all in authority, wisdom and strength to know and 
to do your will.   

Many: Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, and make 
them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in your 
fear. 

One: Human cleverness alone cannot heal our nation’s sickness, 
Many: Treaties and armaments cannot safeguard our real interests, 

more luxuries and leisure cannot meet our deepest needs. 
One: Raise up men and women who can speak words of insight and 

integrity, that new life may inspire us and set us right. 
Many: May this congregation be a beacon of light in the city of 

Charlotte, and from this place may we give witness across our 
state and around the world to your call for unity, justice, love 
and peace. 

One: We lift prayers of gratitude for those willing to give their time, 
talents and treasure to the leadership of this congregation.  May 
you grant them wisdom and strength, grace and kindness in all 
they say and do. 

ALL: Oh Prince of Peace, despised and rejected by this world, we 
pray that the people who grope in darkness may see a great 
light, the light of your love for every human being. May your 
Living Word speak afresh to all through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 
 
 
 



Hymn 591 “This is My Song” FINLANDIA 
 
 

 
 

Hebrew Scripture Numbers 13:2, 25-33, 14:1-2 Jeff Hughes 
The Living God said to Moses, ‘Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, 
which I am giving to the Israelites; from each of their ancestral tribes you 
shall send a man, every one a leader among them.’  
At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land.  And they 
came to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the Israelites in 
the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to them and 
to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. And they 
told him, ‘We came to the land to which you sent us; it flows with milk 
and honey, and this is its fruit. Yet the people who live in the land are 
strong, and the towns are fortified and very large; and besides, we saw 
the descendants of Anak there. The Amalekites live in the land of the 
Negeb; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites live in the hill 
country; and the Canaanites live by the sea, and along the Jordan.’ 



But Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, ‘Let us go up at 
once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.’ Then the men 
who had gone up with him said, ‘We are not able to go up against this 
people, for they are stronger than we are.’ So they brought to the 
Israelites an unfavorable report of the land that they had spied out, 
saying, ‘The land that we have gone through as spies is a land that 
devours its inhabitants; and all the people that we saw in it are of great 
size. There we saw the Nephilim…and to ourselves we seemed like 
grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.’ 
Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that 
night. And all the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron; the 
whole congregation said to them, ‘Would that we had died in the land of 
Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! Why is God bringing 
us into this land to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will 
become booty; would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?’ So they 
said to one another, ‘Let us choose a captain, and go back to Egypt.’ 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
 
Sermon “The Minority Report” Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
Offertory Invitation  Jeff Hughes 
 
Offering Music 
 

Offering Response                        SCHUMANN 
 




We give the but thine own, what e’er the gift may be; 
          All that we have is thine alone, we give it gratefully. 

 
Offertory Dedication Jeff Hughes 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Elders: Kathleen Smith, Jeff Edwards-Knight 
Deacons: Martha Bomely, James Hong, Cheryl Milam 
Officers: Jeff Hughes (E), President, Jeff Edwards-Knight (E),  
Vice President, Cheryl Milam (D), Secretary, Diane Neese (E) Treasurer  
 

(Members of the Class of 2019 and Officers come forward.) 
 

Pastor: These people have been called by God, in accordance with 
the faith and order of the church, to serve among us. They 
have accepted their call and are here to witness to their 
willingness to serve. 

Jeff Hughes: Brothers and sisters in Christ, it is an honor to be entrusted 
with responsibility for service on the Consistory of Holy 
Covenant United Church of Christ. Having prayerfully 
considered the duties and responsibilities of your ministry 
are you prepared to serve with the help of God in Christ's 
name and for the glory of God? 

Members: I am. 
 
Jeff Hughes: Do you promise to exercise your ministry diligently and 

faithfully, showing forth the love of Christ? 
Members:  I do, relying on God's grace. 
 
Pastor: Are each of you who have committed to serve as officers of 

the congregation willing to accept the office to which you 
have been called and are you prepared to serve with the 
help of God in Christ's name and for the glory of God? 

Officers: I am. 
 
Pastor: Members of this household of faith, you have heard our 

brothers and sisters in Christ who have answered God's call 
to service. Let us affirm our intention to live in covenant 
with them.  

People: We gather in celebration of the joy that is ours to be 
partners with you in the service of Jesus Christ. We 

 

The Installation and Ordination of Deacons and Elders 



promise to love you, honor your leadership, and assist 
you, that together we may be a faithful church of Jesus 
Christ. 

 
(Current Elders and Deacons and the outgoing class of 2016  

are invited forward for the laying on of hands.) 
 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 
Pastor: The laying on of hands is the symbolic act whereby the 

church in every age recognizes God's call to ministry in the 
lives of faithful women and men and asks the Holy Spirit to 
confer upon them the gifts of ministry. We lay hands upon 
you, Kathleen Smith and Jeff Edwards-Knight as Elders, and 
Martha Bomely, James Hong, and Cheryl Milam as Deacons. 
Let us offer our prayers and blessing as a congregation: 

People:   Eternal God, you have called these people to serve you 
in this household of faith and in the world, which you 
have entrusted to our care and keeping. Send your Holy 
Spirit on them that they may serve among us with honor 
and faithfulness. Help them to be diligent in their duties, 
that your church may prosper in the mission you place 
before it. May their example prove worthy for all of us to 
follow, as we are united in Christ's ministry, to the glory 
of your name. Amen. 

Jeff Hughes: In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of the people of 
Holy Covenant United Church of Christ, we rejoice to 
announce that you are each ordained as members of the 
Consistory. May your service be a blessing and cause you to 
grow in wisdom and in grace.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Hymn 495 “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”         BEECHER 
(stanzas 1,4) 

 
Called as partners in Christ’s service, 
Called to ministries of grace,  
We respond with deep commitment 
Fresh new lines of faith to trace. 
May we learn the art of sharing, 
Side by side and friend with friend,  
Equal partners in our caring 
To fulfill God’s chosen end. 
 
So God grant us for tomorrow 
Ways to order human life 
That surround each person’s sorrow 
With a calm that conquers strife. 
Make us partners in our living, 
Our compassion to increase, 
Messengers of faith, thus giving 
Hope and confidence and peace. 

 
 

Benediction Nancy Ellett Allison 



Benediction Response (581)      WORLD PEACE PRAYER  

Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,  
From despair to hope, from fear to trust,  
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace;  
Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world,  
Let peace fill our universe. 

 
Postlude Jared Fischer  
 
 
 
 



 
        

 
WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT 
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and 
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a 
record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the 
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact information. 
We invite our visitors and members to linger following worship and join us 
in light refreshments and conversation. 
 
JOIN OUR NEW MEMBER - INQUIRER'S CLASSES THIS JANUARY 

If you would like to learn more about our congregation and the United 
Church of Christ, attend our Inquirer's Classes Sundays:   
January 29, 9:30 AM History of UCC & Holy Covenant,  
February 5. 12:30 PM Elder’s Luncheon following worship: 
Organization & Opportunities for Involvement.  
We will welcome new members on February 12.  Please contact Debbie 
Davis, debbiekdavisnc@gmail.com, if you are interested in attending.  
 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION & MENTORS 
For the last several weeks Youth Pastor Steven Burleson has been meeting 
with Micah Baldonado, Sydney Brown, Annika Decker, Elena Houlihan, 
Jocelyn Hughes, Justine Hughes and other students who worship with us, 
as they think together about matters of faith. They will be confirmed into 
the congregation in March and will be asking an adult member to serve as 
their mentor in this pilgrimage of faith. Please be in prayer for our 
students and say “Yes” if you are asked to serve in this role. 
 
WE COULDN’T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Elder for January: 
Michael Baldonado, michaelbaldonado@hotmail.com or 502-541-5957 
Recyclers: Suzanne Lamorey 
Greeters: MaryLou Iantosca, Suzanne Lamorey 
Ushers: Joe Craig, Eileen Howe, Suzanne Lamorey, Alice Phelan 
Media: Brian Hankins 
Tabulators: Tina Dickens, Terry Raley-Dennis 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 



 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Members 
Martha Bomely in the death of her mother-in-law, Arline Bomely. Susan 
Rettberg in the death of Charles Weaver. 
Gail Bushman, Frank & Charlotte Carbone, Ginny & Bob Fisher, Marianne 
Gannon, Diane Garvey, Karen Griffin, Helen Lambert, Irene Mikkelson, 
Yami Senturias, Isabelle Reddy  Powell, Caroline Utz 
 
Friends & Family Members 
Ray Adams (Linda Burby), Rose Bouchonville (John Maze), Mildred 
Edenfield (Donna Collins), Bill Funderburk, CD & Alice Huskins (Jared 
Fischer), John Jacobsen (Holly Middleton), Aaron Johnson (Joy Johnson), 
Ashley Jones (Annette Shoop), Urban Linn (Julie McLelland), Chuck 
McAllister (Donna Collins), Carrie McLelland (Joe McLelland), Jay Patel 
(Karen Griffin), Tracy Reed (Dawn Simmons), Jessie & Craig Sharp (Terry 
Raley-Dennis), Luz Soto (Aida Marcial), Tommy Simpson (Cynthia Simpson) 
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