
 
 

Silent Meditation 
 

God did not wait till the world was ready, 
Till people and nations were at peace. 
Jesus came when the heavens were unsteady, 
And prisoners cried out for release. 
 
God came to a world which did not mesh, 
To heal its tangles, shield its scorn. 
In the mystery of the Word made flesh 
The Maker of the stars was born. 
 
We cannot wait till the world is sane 
To raise our songs with joyful voice, 
For to share our grief, to touch our pain, 
God sent us Love: Rejoice! Rejoice! 

~ Madeleine L’Engle, from “First Coming 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

December 17, 2017 10:55 AM 
 
Gathering Music Jared Fischer 
 
Welcome and Announcements Nancy Ellett Allison 

One:   May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
Many: And also with you. 

(Please pass the friendship pads so that all worshippers 
might have the opportunity to sign them) 

 

Call to Worship Jeff Edwards-Knight 
One:  Rejoice in God always, and again I say, rejoice!  God has created 

us with the capacity for joy. 
Many:  Let us find what makes us joyful, and make that our gift to 

the world. 
One:  Trust in God’s good will for all of creation and open yourself to 

God’s transforming love 
Many:  We will welcome new possibilities in our lives as we prepare 

our hearts to be transformed by God. 

One:  We rejoice in the God who created us for joy-filled lives. 
Many:  May we worship in the light of Christ! 
One:  Today, we prepare the way for joy, happily greeting one 

another, for the peace of Christ is here to stay. 
Many:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Passing of the Peace Jeff Edwards-Knight 
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the 

peace of Christ is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

All rise in body or spirit  Sing Response  
Hymnals located below pews 

 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
A SEASON OF JOY 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

89TH ANNUAL HOMECOMING SUNDAY 



Carol  “Once in Royal David’s City” IRBY 
Once in royal David’s city, stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby, in a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little Child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall: 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
For He is our childhood's pattern; day by day, like us, He grew; 
He was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles, like us He knew; 
And He shareth in our sadness, and he feeleth in our gladness. 

 
And our eyes at last shall see Him, through His own redeeming love; 
For that Child so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heaven above: 
And He leads His children on, to the place where He is gone. 

 
 

Lighting the Advent Candle Susan Pascucci, Barbara Schneller 
One: We lit our advent candles of hope and peace to remind us of our 

vision for the world. 
Many: We light them again committing to cherish hope and work to 

establish peace in the world.  
One: We light this candle of joy today to remind us that Christ came, 

and is coming, so that all people might have a rich and abundant 
life. 

Many: We offer our thanks for the hope Christ gives us, for the 
peace the Spirit bestows, and for the joy poured into our 
hearts.  (Lighting of the candles.) 

 
 

Advent Carol “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL


O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 



 
Children’s Message & Offering Nancy Ellett Allison 

(Following the Children’s Message, preschoolers go to extended care and 
those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.) 

 
Pastoral Prayer Barbara Thomas 
 
Offertory Invitation Barbara Thomas 
 
Offertory Music  Jared Fischer 



Doxology  OLD HUNDREDTH 

 To God all glorious heavenly Light, 
 To Christ revealed in earthly night,  
 To God the Spirit now we raise 
 Our joyful songs of thankful praise. Amen. 

 
Offertory Dedication  Barbara Thomas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Prologue   
Blessed and Blessed Anew Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
Lesson I Nancy Ellett Allison 
Creation and the Fall Genesis 1, 3  
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’  

So God created humankind in his image, 
in the image of God she created them; 
male and female they created them.  

God saw everything that she had made, and indeed, it was very good.  
 

The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in 
the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is 
in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.”’ But 
the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that 
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also 
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes 
of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 
sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 



 
Choral Carol “Adam lay y-bounden” Chancel Choir 

music by G. Howard, Anon. 15
th

 century text 
 

Adam lay y-bounden 
Bounden in a bond, 

Four-thoursand wynters 
Thowt he not too long. 
And all was for an appil 

An appil that he tok 
As clerkës finden 
Written in a book 

 
Ne had the appil taken been 
Ne had never our Lady a bin 

Heavne Queen 
 

Blessed be the time 
That appil taken was 

Therefore we moun singen 
Deo Gratias! 

 
 
Lesson II   Darin Spencer 
The Prophet Foretells the Coming of the Savior  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined You have 
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 
you as with joy at the harvest…For a child has been born for us, a son 
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority 
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of 
the Living God of Hosts will do this. 
 











Hymn 127 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” EST IST EIN’ ROS 
 
1. Lo, how a Rose e'er bloom-ing from tender stem has sprung! 
 Of Jes-se's lin-eae com-ing as saints of old have sung. 
 It came a flower-et bright, a-mid the cold of win-ter, 
 When half spent was the night. 
 
2. I-sa-iah had fore-told it, the Rose I have in mind, 
 With Mar-y we be-hold it, the Vir-gin Moth-er kind. 
 To show God's love a-right, she bore to us a Sav-ior, 
 When half spent was the night. 
 
 
 
Lesson III  Kristin Andes 
The Angel Gabriel Blesses Mary Luke 1:26-35, 38     
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus.

 
He will be great, and will be called the Son 

of the Most High, and the Living God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God… Then Mary 
said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 
 
 
 



Lesson IV Jocelyn Hughes 
The Journey to Bethlehem Luke 2:1-4   
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David.  
 

Hymn “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ST. LOUIS 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;  
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.  
 
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,  
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.  
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth,  
And praises sing to Christ, the King, and peace to all on earth!  
 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given;  
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.  
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,  
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.  
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;  
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.  
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;  
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!  

 
Lesson V Jocelyn Hughes 
The Birth of Jesus Luke 2:5-7   
Joseph went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her 
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
 



Choral Carol “In the Bleak Midwinter” Chancel Choir 
music by Harold Darke, text by Christina Rosetti 

Alex Harrelson, tenor; Laura Valles, soprano 
 

In the bleak mid-winter frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter, long ago. 
 

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign: 
In the bleak mid-winter a stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 

Enough for Him, whom cherubim worship night and day, 
A breast full of milk, and a manger full of hay; 
Enough for Him, whom angels fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel which adore. 
 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man I would do my part; 
Yet what I can, I give Him—give my heart. 
 

Lesson VI Cheryl Milam           
The Shepherds go to the Manger Luke 2:8-16  
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom God favors!’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 







Hymn  “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”   MENDELSSOHN 
 
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King: 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 
Refrain:  Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King" 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin's womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th' incarnate Deity, 
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel. (Refrain) 
 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. (Refrain) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson VII  Faye Humphrey 
The Magi are Led by the Star to Jesus Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 
has been written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they 
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
Carol  “Gesù bambino” by P. Yons, adt H. Martens 

Jared Fischer, piano; Laura Valles, soprano 
 

When blossoms flowered 'mid the snows upon a winter night, 
Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, the King of Love and Light. 
 

The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced; 
And at His blessed birth the stars their exultation voiced. 
 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Again the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night, 
That gave the world its Christmas Rose, its King of Love and Light. 
 

Let ev'ry voice acclaim His name, the grateful chorus swell. 
From paradise to earth He came that we with Him might dwell. 









Lesson VIII Ed Hord 
The Mystery of the Incarnation.  John 1  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being in the Word was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it… The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and 
his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 







































 Hymn  “The Word”  by Steve Schallert  
The word, the word, the word 
There has always been the word 
But then the word took on flesh 
Like a homeless baby in distress, 
Jesus walked into the fray 
To prove a reconciling way 
The word, the word, the living, saving word 
 
Oh my heart, my heart, my heart, 
Like the sea that once did part 
To keep the devils at bay, 
From left to right it sways 
Oh like a tired ocean wave, 
All my heart now craves is the word, the word,  
The living, saving word 

  
Chorus: From darkness, to darkness, to darkness, to light 
        The word became flesh to bring dead things to life 

 
Yet it's a groaning, groaning world 
Where even the trees are begging for 
A new place to lay their roots 
Where wars for oil will not destroy.  
We know a peace that lasts beyond a day, 
A hope that's deep enough to stay the world, 
The world. The living, saving word.  Chorus 

 
Bridge: We know a peace that lasts beyond a day 
 It’s a hope that's deep enough to stay  
 A peace that lasts beyond a day 
 It’s a hope that's deep enough  
 We know a peace that last beyond a day 
 It’s a hope that's deep enough to stay the world,  
 The world. The living, saving word.  

 







Postscript    Nancy Ellett Allison 

 Advent Credo by Daniel Berrigan 
 

One: It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to 
destruction and loss— 

Many: This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 
but have everlasting life; 

One: It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and 
discrimination, hunger and poverty, death and destruction— 

Many: This is true: I have come that they may have life, and that 
abundantly. 

One: It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word, 
and that war and destruction rule forever— 

Many: This is true: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, his name 
shall be called Wonderful Councilor, Mighty God, the 
Everlasting, the Prince of Peace. 

One: It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil 
who seek to rule the world— 

Many: This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, 
and lo I am with you, even until the end of the world. 

One: It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially 
gifted, who are the prophets of the Church before we can be 
peacemakers— 

Many: This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all flesh and your sons 
and daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see 
visions and your old men shall have dreams. 

One: It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of 
justice, of human dignity of peace are not meant for this earth 
and for this history— 

ALL: This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that the true 
worshipers shall worship God in spirit and in truth.  So let us 
celebrate Advent in hope, even hope against hope. Let us see 
visions of love and peace and justice. Let us affirm with 
humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: Jesus Christ—the 
life of the world. 

 
 



Choral Carol “See Amid the Winter's Snow” Chancel Choir 
music by John Gross, text by Edward Caswall, arr. by Dan Forrest 

 
See amid the winter's snow 
Born for us on earth below 
See the tender Lamb appears 
Promised from eternal years 
 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn 
Sing through all Jerusalem 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
 
Lo, within a manger lies 
God who built the starry skies; 
God who throned in height sublime 
Sits amid the cherubim. 
 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn 
Sing through all Jerusalem 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
 
Sacred Infant, all divine 
What a tender love was thine 
Thus to come from highest bliss 
Down to such a world as this 
 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn 
Sing through all Jerusalem 

                      Christ is born in Bethlehem 















 Hymn “Joy to the World!” ANTIOCH 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come, Let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart, Prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and heaven and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns, Let all their songs employ. 
While fields and floods, Rocks, hills and plains, 
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove. 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love; And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 

Benediction      Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
Postlude    Jared Fischer 
 

Our Gratitude to the Members of the Holy Covenant Chancel Choir 
Sopranos        Altos           Tenors               Bass 
Lisa Cloninger      Kristin Andes   Alex Harrelson        Madison Hardaway 
Donna Collins     Joy Decker        Ed Hord           Jim Humphrey 
Cheri Dennis       Tina Dickens     Meg Houlihan       Mike Yonkovig 
Kathleen Smith     Bridget Green    Phil Kaveler             
Laura Valles         Laura Hankins    Jeff Rivenbark                 
                      Karen Long 

                Beth Christian Sharp 
 

Our Gratitude to the String Quartet 
Zack Bamman, cello; Karen Geary, viola; 

Rachel Laminack, violin 2; Tiffany Preston, violin 1 



 
 

 

 
 

 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

As we journey toward Love on this Advent Sunday 

we will celebrate with a Moravian Love Feast  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 

Christmas Eve Chili supper 5:30-6:30  

(Sign up in the Gathering Room, Vegetarian options!) 

Candlelight Service at 7:30pm 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Members 

Susan Bennett Stiles, Gail Bushman, Frank & Charlotte Carbone, David 
Cable, Linn Finger, Phil Kaveler, Helen Lambert, Irene Mikkelson, Isabelle 
Reedy Powell, Yami Senturias, Ed Sharp, Anita Taylor, Caroline Utz 

Friends & Family Members 
The family of Bob Adams (Ed Vickery), Ray Adams (Linda Burby), Marj 
Carmine (Donna Collins), Bill Funderburk, Alice Huskins (Jared Fischer), 
Alex Kiker & Tiffany Kiker (Jean Raley Dennis), Beth Poyer Meyer, Aldo 
Sanchez (Alice Phelan), Jessie Sharp (Terry Raley-Dennis), Cynthia & 
Tommy Simpson, Naomi Scheiperpeter, Becky Neese Smith (Diane 
Neese), Luz Soto & family (Aida Marcial), Doris Storie (Garrett Barlow), 
Cindy Wagner (Donna Collins), Wayne & Libby Walters (Barry Holcomb), 
Gary & Wanda Gilbert West (John Rapp), Elizabeth Wilson (Donna Collins) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 



 

Elder for December:  
Kathi Smith, kathleenie53@msn.com or 704-614-7674 

Deacons for December: Renee Brown, Micheal Hall 
Recyclers: Linn Finger 

Greeters: Bill Hildebrand, Connie Hildebrand 
Ushers: Barry Holcomb, Suzanne Lamorey, Susan Pascucci 

Media: Brian Hankins, Debbie Davis, Keith Dennis 
Tabulators: Lori Cipot, Terry Raley Dennis 

Refreshments: Alix Felsing, Tommy Tomlinson 
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