Silent Meditation
Grace is a risk God takes in the freedom of divine love, a risk extended for
the sake of transformation, for greater wholeness, for fullness of life….
Grace does not leave us alone or the same. Grace beckons us to new
places in our lives, to become new persons shaped by the love of Christ.”
~John Indermark
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Living God has
anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor; God has sent me to
bind up the brokenhearted, proclaim liberty to the captives, and
freedom to the prisoners”
~Jesus (Luke 4:18)

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT: ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
March 11, 2018
Gathering Music

Jared Fischer

Welcome and Announcements
Nancy Ellett Allison
One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you.
(Please pass the information pads so that all worshippers
might have the opportunity to sign them.)
The Village at J.C. Smith
Opening Voluntary

Fred Grosse
Jared Fischer

Call to Worship
Mike Yonkovig
One: For God so loved Holy Covenant United Church of Christ that
God sent Jesus into this world,
Many: For God so loved the Islamic Center of Charlotte that God
sent Jesus into this world,
One: For God so loved Temple Emmanuel that God sent Jesus into this
world,
Many: For God so loved the Wat Lao Buddharam Center that God
sent Jesus into this world,
One: For God so loved the Hindu Center that God sent Jesus into this
world,
Many: For God so loved the World that God sent Jesus into this
world so that all creation might celebrate the light of God!
ALL: Thanks be to God for life and love!



All rise in body or spirit Sing Response  Hymnals located below pews



Hymns 198

“Lift High the Cross”

CRUCIFER

“Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”

RESTORATION

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus, ready, stands to save you,
Full of pity, love and power.
Refrain:

I will arise and go to Jesus,
He will embrace me in His arms;
In the arms of my dear Savior,
O there are ten thousand charms.

Come, ye thirsty, come, and welcome,
God’s free bounty glorify;
True belief and true repentance,
Every grace that brings you nigh. (Refrain)
Come, ye weary, heavy laden,
Lost and ruined by the fall;
If you tarry till you’re better,
You will never come at all. (Refrain)
Let not conscience make you linger,
Not of fitness fondly dream;
All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him. (Refrain)
Children’s Message
Nancy Ellett Allison
(Following the Children’s Message, pre-schoolers go to extended care and
those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.)

One Great Hour of Sharing

Kristin Andes

Epistle Reading
Ephesians 2:1-10
Kristin Andes
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the
air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of
us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the
desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like
everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with
which God loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and
raised up with Christ and seated in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so
that in the ages to come God might show the immeasurable riches of
God’s grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may
boast. For we are what God has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Many: Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds.

Call to Prayer

“Sanctify”

by M. Smith and Stu G.

Here I am, In that old place again / Down on my face again
Crying out, I want you to hear my plea / Come down and rescue me
How long will it take? / How long will I have to wait?
Chorus: And all I want is all you have
Come to me, rescue me, fall on me with your love
And all you want is all I have
Come to me, rescue me, fall on me with your love
Sanctify, I want to be set apart / Right to the very heart
Prophesy to the four winds / And breathe life to this very place
How long will it take? / How long will I have to wait?
Lifted up, I've climbed with the strength I have
Right to this mountain top
Looking out, the cloud's getting bigger now
It's time to get ready now
Prayer of Confession
Ed Hord
One: God our Saviour, we confess our sins which are numerous, some
recognised and some that go unnoticed by us.
Many: We are the confused who need to spend more time under
your revealing light, we are the critical who need a fresh
encounter with unqualified love, we are the excuse makers
who need to face up to responsibility, we are the sceptics
who need to put doubts to the test, we are the intolerant who
need a new appointment with free grace, we are the jaded
who need a revival of passionate faith.
One: Merciful God, by the vigour of your Holy Spirit, challenge our
evasions, expose our delinquency, forgive our sins, and deliver
us from all evil. Through the grace of Christ Jesus our Saviour
we open our lives to you.
Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
Ed Hord
One: It is written: “God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love
with which God loved us…made us alive together with Christ.”
My sisters and brothers, this is the gospel of grace. We are an
alive and forgiven people. Believe it, receive it, live it!
Many: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Lesson
John 3:14-21
Cheri Dennis
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who
believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the
world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds
were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light,
so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have
been done in God.”
One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Many: Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds.
Sermon

“What is God’s Nature?”

Offertory Invitation
Offertory
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above all heavenly hosts,
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Nancy Ellett Allison
Cheri Dennis
Jared Fischer
OLD HUNDREDTH

Offertory Dedication

Hymns 605
“As Moses Raised the Serpent Up”

Cheri Dennis
MORNING SONG

1.

As Moses raised the serpent up, God’s child is lifted high;
And all who in that Child believe shall never, never die.

2.

For God so loved the world that God, all human life to free,
Gave to the world God’s child that all might live eternally.

3.

That God was sent into the world not to condemn but save;
Now through Christ’s name all are redeemed – what wondrous love
God gave.

Benediction

Nancy Ellett Allison

Postlude

Jared Fischer

No matter who you are
or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here!

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT
WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a
record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact information.
We invite our visitors and members to linger following worship and join us
in light refreshments and conversation.
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING
Today, we will accept the One Great Hour of Sharing special mission
offering. Support this wonderful ministry that provides aid to health,
education, refugee, agricultural and emergency relief initiatives in 138
countries. Please use the OGHS envelopes or note your check "One Great
Hour of Sharing" on the memo line.
THE VILLAGE AT J.C. SMITH
The Village is a residential facility for young men, ages 18-21, who have
lived in foster care at some point in their lives. The program supports
these youth as they transition from foster care to independent life. Fred
Grosse is the president of Elon Home and will be available after worship
for questions.
REFRESHMENTS FOR FELLOWSHIP
Thank you to all who provide snacks after worship, part of providing our
extravagant welcome! SignUpGenius. https://tinyurl.com/hcuccsnacks
ROOM IN THE INN TODAY
Many thanks to all who have supported this program & thanks to Suzanne
Lamorey for coordinating the program in 2017-18. Tonight we will host our
neighbors for the last time this winter. Contact Suzanne today if you
would like to volunteer. SuzLam@yahoo.com

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Spaghetti dinner 6pm and Worship at 7pm
Bring a dessert to share
LENT 2018: ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
Sunday, March 18 What Brings Fulfillment? John 13: 1-5, 13-17
Sunday, March 25 What about Suffering? Mark 14-15
LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH
WILDERNESS STORIES, SUNDAYS, 4 PM @ home of Sally Duffy
We are exploring wilderness stories in scripture and how those stories
inform our wilderness experiences. Group led by Barbara Thomas and Sally
Duffy.
RE-IMAGINING PRAYER, TUESDAYS, 7 PM @ home of Anne FindlayChamberlain
These sessions will provide an opportunity to expand our understanding of
prayer, experience many ways to pray, and reflect on those experiences.
LEARNING FROM ST. FRANCIS, WEDNESDAY’S, 1 PM @ Holy Covenant
Facilitated by Nancy Allison and taught by Julie McElmurry, author of
“Living & Serving in the Way of St. Francis,” we will focus on the
teachings of St. Francis. Each participant will receive a copy of the book.
GAME NIGHT, APRIL 14
The Bold and Beautiful Covenant Group is hosting a family game night on
Saturday, April 14 at HCUCC! Please save the date and consider using it as
your Covenant Group April Activity. Tentative time is 6pm. More
information to come! Everyone is welcome!
JUNE 1-3 WOMEN'S RETREAT AT BLOWING ROCK CONF CENTER
Please sign up in the gathering room so we can reserve a room for you! All
women are invited. $170 all inclusive. Look for more information in the
upcoming weeks. We look forward to having you there. For more
information see Suzanne Lamorey or Rev. Barbara. Retreat leader is our
own Anne Findlay-Chamberlain.

AUGUST 10-12 ALL CHURCH RAFTING RETREAT AT YMCA RETREAT
CENTER, Black Mountain, NC
Everyone is welcome! We will have group sessions on Friday and Saturday
nights and Sunday morning. Folks can raft or tube - cost and specific
details to follow soon! Barbara Schneller, Rev. Barbara
MICHAEL G. BROOKS SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship was created to encourage youth in both their educational
growth and service to God. This scholarship is a result of the lives and
generosity of Barry Holcomb and his partner, the late Michael G. Brooks for whom the scholarship is named. Applications must be submitted by
April 29. Applicants will be notified no later than May 15 and
the scholarship will be awarded In May on Youth Sunday. Priority will be
given to graduating High School seniors with special consideration for
those considering education in the arts. For more information and an
application contact the church office, office@holycovenantucc.org.
ONE VOICE CONCERT, APRIL 8, 3:00
The Man Behind the Dream is the story of Bayard Rustin by composer
Steve Milloy. Rustin served as personal assistant to Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., and as an organizer of the 1963 March on Washington.
Mint Museum Uptown, 300 S Tryon St. Tickets: www.onevoicechorus.com

WE COULDN’T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF:
Elder for March: Jeff Edwards-Knight, jeff763@aol.com or 704-651-4838
Deacons for March: Sally Duffy, Diane Rogers
Greeters: Marylou Iantosca, Shirley Moder
Ushers: Joy Decker, Kevin Decker, Kevin Edwards Knight, Tom Magraw
Acolyte: Nate Ward
Media: Brian Hankins, Keith Dennis, Olivia Carney
Tabulators: Terry Raley Dennis, Joy Decker, JoAnn Jellison
Refreshments: South Side Covenant Group
Recyclers: Diane Rogers

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Members
Susan Bennett Stiles, Gail Bushman, Frank & Charlotte Carbone, Cindy
Coble, Linn Finger, Laura Hankins, Eileen Howe, Helen Lambert, Sharon
Landis, Irene Mikkelson, Melissa Noll, Isabelle Reedy Powell, Yami
Senturias, Ed Sharp, Caroline Utz
Friends & Family Members
Ray Adams (Linda Burby), Ann Ebright (Julie Klever), Bill Funderburk,
Kristy Howe (Eileen Howe), Alice Huskins (Jared Fischer), Pauline
McCowan (Martha Bomely), Beth Poyer Meyer, Jessie Sharp (Terry RaleyDennis), Cynthia & Tommy Simpson, Becky Neese Smith (Diane Neese), Luz
Soto (Aida Marcial), Norma Thomas (Barbara Thomas), Larry Weidner
(Dawn Simmons) Gary & Wanda Gilbert West (John Rapp), Jason Wingard
(Cynthia Simpson)

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison, Ph.D., Pastor
Rev. Barbara Thomas, Interim Minister for Church & Family Life
Mrs. Cheri Dennis, Ministry Intern
Mr. Jared Fischer, Director of Music
Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant
3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510
www.holycovenantucc.org
office@holycovenantucc.org
704-599-9810

