
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silent Meditation 
Prayer Chain 

 
My mother called to tell me   
about an old classmate of mine who 
was dying on the parish prayer chain— 
or was very sick—or destitute— 
or it had not worked out—the marriage— 
or the kids were all on drugs—and 
all the old mothers were praying intensely  
for all the pain of their children 
and for life—they were praying for life— 
in their quiet rooms—sipping decaf coffee— 
I bet they've been praying for me at times— 
so I'll find my way—so I won't rob a bank— 
I'll take them— 
the mystical prayers of old mothers— 
it matters—all this patient and purposeful love. 

  ~Tim Nolan 
 

Believing has very little transformative power.  
You can believe and still be angry, mad, and so forth….  
To “belove” is to commit yourself to, pledge yourself to.  
We are changed by what we “belove.”   

                                                               ~Marcus Borg 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

April 29, 2018 
Gathering Music   Jared Fischer 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Nancy Ellett Allison 

One: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Many: Christ is risen indeed! 
One: May the joy of the Living Christ be with you. 
Many: May the risen Christ be with your spirit. 
 

(Please pass the information pads so that all worshippers 
might have the opportunity to sign them) 

 
Opening Voluntary Jared Fischer 
 

Call to Worship 1 John 4 Lisa Cloninger 
One: Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;  
Many: Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  Whoever 

does not love does not know God, for God is love.  
One: God’s love was revealed among us in this way:  
Many: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 

through him. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also 
ought to love one another.  

One: No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in 
us, and God’s love is perfected in us.  

Many: By this we know that we abide in God and God in us, we have 
received God’s Spirit. God is love, and those who abide in love 

 abide in God, and God abides in them.  
One: There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear 

has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 
perfection in love. 

Many: We love because God first loved us.  
One: The commandment we have from God is this: those who love 

God must love their brothers and sisters also.  
 

All rise in body or spirit     Sing Response   
Seating by Ushers 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

89TH ANNUAL HOMECOMING SUNDAY 



Passing of the Peace Lisa Cloninger  
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the 

peace of God is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn “Gather Us In”  GATHER US IN 
 

Here in this place, new light is streaming, 
Shadows of doubt are vanished away: 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings  
Brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
Gather us in, our spirits inflame. 
Call to us now and we shall awaken, 
We shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
Here we receive new life in the waters, 
Here we receive the bread of new birth: 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink, the wine of compassion, 
Give us to eat the bread that is you:  
Nourish us well and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 
 
Not just in buildings, small and confining, 
Not in some heaven light-years away, 
Here in this place the new light is shining, 
Now is God present, and now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever, 
Gather us in and make us your own, 
Gather us in, all peoples together – 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
                       “Rising Sun”    
 

written by P. Mabury, D. Leonard, K. Lee, & L. Jordan 
 

Lift your hearts, ye broken 
Sing oh sing, ye weary 
Your love has made us children of God 
We lift high Your glory 
Shown throughout our stories 
We praise You as Your children, oh God 

 
Chorus: Our Great Redeemer, Glorious Savior 
 Your love is brighter than the rising sun 
 Light of the morning, You shine forever 
 Your love is brighter than the rising sun 
 Your love is brighter than the rising sun 

 
Praise God’s love forever, speak it loud and clear now 
This love has made us children of God   Chorus, Instrumental 

 
Hallelujah God above all 
Simply to love is the greatest praise 
Hallelujah now and always  
Forever we lift your name in praise 
Hallelujah love will reign 

                Simply to love is the greatest praise  Chorus 
 
 
 

Children’s Message Nancy Ellett Allison 
(Following the Children’s Message, pre-schoolers go to extended care and 

those in kindergarten through fifth grade to Children’s Church.) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

New Life Story Phyllis Johnson  
 



Hymn 433 “In the Blub There is a Flower” PROMISE 
 

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 

In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 

There’s a dawn for every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.  

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery? 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 

In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. 

In our death, a resurrection; at the last a victory, 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Acts of the Apostles Acts 8:26-40 Barbara Thomas 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south 
to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness 
road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court 
official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; 
seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit 
said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it 
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 
me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage 
of the scripture that he was reading was this:  
 
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its 
shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was 
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away 
from the earth.”  
 
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet 
say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to 
speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 
news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some 
water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me 
from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing.  

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Alleluia!  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 
 

Pastoral Prayer Barbara Thomas 
 
Gift of Music  “Angels Watching Over Me”  arr. K. Blackwell-Plank 

Kristin Andes, harp 
 



Gospel Lesson John 15:1-8 Tommy Tomlinson 
I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes 
to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word 
that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that 
you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many: Alleluia!  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
Sermon “Abiding in Love”      Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
Offertory Invitation Barbara Thomas 
  
Offering Music                "All My Hope" David Crowder 

 
I've been held by the Savior / I've felt fire from above 

I've been down to the river / I ain't the same, I’m a prodigal returned 
 

Chorus: All my hope is in Jesus / Thank God that yesterday's gone 
      All my sins are forgiven / I've been washed in the flood 

 
I'm no stranger to the prison / I've worn shackles and chains 
But I've been freed and forgiven / And I'm not going back, 

I'll never be the same / That's why I sing   (Chorus) 
 

Response of Thanksgiving               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



 

Offertory Dedication Barbara Thomas 
  
 
 
  

 
Questions of the Candidates        Nancy Ellett Allison 
 
Response of the Congregation 

One:  Will the members of Holy Covenant United Church of Christ 
please rise and join in the mutual promise and welcome? 

Many: We welcome each of you and celebrate your journey of faith. 
We promise to search with you for truth in Scripture, word 
and witness; to walk with you in life’s joys and sorrows; to 
support you when life is shaken; to laugh with you when life 
lifts your spirit; to share silence, song and sacrament; and to 
grow in Christian love and mutual appreciation. We will rely 
on God’s sustaining presence as we journey forward together.  

 
Greeting of Christian Love 

Hosts: On behalf of the entire congregation, it is our pleasure to 
welcome you as full members of Holy Covenant United 
Church of Christ. In the name of Jesus Christ, we extend to 
you the hand of Christian love and welcome.  



Benediction Nancy Ellett Allison 
 

Benediction Response 581 WORLD PEACE PRAYER 




Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,  
From despair to hope, from fear to trust,  
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace;  
Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world,  
Let peace fill our universe. 

 
Postlude  
 
 

The Reception of New Members 



 

 
 

 
WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT 
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and 
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have a 
record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the 
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact information. 
We invite our visitors and members to linger following worship and join us 
in light refreshments and conversation. 
 
WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 
Please welcome new members Alicia & Alecia Ruffini and Adam & Leslie 
Blaser. Many thanks to our hosts, Martha Bomely and Kevin & Jeff 
Edwards-Knight for guiding our new members. 
 
RAFTING RETREAT AT YMCA CENTER, BLACK MOUNTAIN, NC AUG. 10-12 
Final weekend for sign ups! Don’t delay!  
Everyone welcome ~ Family Friendly! Evening sessions (with kid’s 
breakouts) on Friday and Saturday. Sunday morning worship. Saturday 
Whitewater Rafting ~ Relaxing Tube Trip. (Priced separately) Cost $130 
per adult, kids meals $35.  Contact Barbara Schneller or Rev. 
Barbara Thomas for more information. 

 

 
LOOK FOR MISSIONS & JUSTICE NEWS AND HAPPENINGS WEEKLY!  
*MAY 6- M&J Team meets following worship 
 
*2018 AIDS WALK, SATURDAY, MAY 12, 11AM 
Contribute OR walk with the Holy Covenant team! contact Debbie Davis 
at debbiekdavisnc@gmail.com. All funds raised benefit RAIN. 
  
*BLANKET THE WORLD WITH LOVE, MAY 13 
A  Church World Service project to assist vulnerable populations through 
the purchase of a blanket ($10). Honor the moms in your life on Mother's 
Day.  
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 

https://cwsblankets.org/


*JUNE 23: SALISBURY PRIDE  
 
*AUGUST 18-19: CHARLOTTE PRIDE FESTIVAL 
The Missions and Justice Team is looking for coordinators in ministry for 
Homes & Schools for Children, or coordinating our LGBTQ Ministries. If 
you're interested, contact Lloyd lloyspencer@triad.rr.com for more 
information. 
 
SUPPORT FOR CARE GIVERS 
For those who are caring for, or are concerned about, the health of a 
relative or someone close. The group will be co-facilitated by Alix Felsing 
and Rev. Barbara Thomas, and will meet monthly. Contact Alix 
alixfelsing@gmail.com or 704-589-2026, or Rev. Barbara, 
barbarat@holycovenantucc.org.  
 
CHARLOTTE KNIGHTS 
All are invited to a night at the Charlotte Knights, July 21st at 7 pm, 
against Indianapolis Indians.  Tickets are $16-$19 to be ordered by May 7. 
Interested? Signup in the gathering room or contact Lisa Sherman, 704-
737-8263, or Martha Bomely, 704-804-0640, martha.bomely@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
WE COULDN’T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Elder for April: Suzanne Lamorey, SuzLam@yahoo.com or 704-654-7267 

Deacons for April: Martha Bomely, Lisa Sherman 
Greeters: Bill Hildebrand, Connie Hildebrand 

Ushers: JP Griffin, Kevin Edwards, Tom Magraw, Shakti Subramanian 
Acolyte: Riley Long 

Media: Brian Hankins, Debbie Davis, Olivia Carney 
Tabulators: Debbie Davis, Terry Raley Dennis 

Refreshments: Lisa Cloninger, Kathi Smith 
Recyclers: Phil Kaveler 

 
 
 
 



 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Members 
Susan Bennett Stiles, Gail Bushman, Frank & Charlotte Carbone, Cindy 
Coble, Linn Finger, Laura Hankins, Helen Lambert, Irene Mikkelson, 
Melissa Noll, Alice Phelan, Isabelle Reedy Powell, Yami Senturias, Ed 
Sharp, Caroline Utz 

Friends & Family Members 
Ray Adams (Linda Burby), Diane Brown (Renee Brown & Kelly Gimlin), 
Baby Girl Cregan (Barb Schneller), Ann Ebright (Julie Klever), Bill 
Funderburk, Caroline Herdle (Beth Sharp),  Kim Hobbs (Melissa Noll), Alice 
Huskins (Jared Fischer), George & Judy Jongeling (Darline Warren), Judah 
Jones & Bill Englebreth, Pauline McCowan (Martha Bomely), Beth Poyer 
Meyer, Jessie Sharp (Terry Raley-Dennis), Cynthia & Tommy Simpson, 
Becky Neese Smith (Diane Neese), Luz Soto (Aida Marcial), Norma Thomas 
(Barbara Thomas), Jason Tyler (Cynthia Simpson), Kathryn Vickery (Ed 
Vickery), Gary & Wanda Gilbert West (John Rapp) 
 
 
 

Candid photographs and/or video recording share our work and witness and invite others 
into the fellowship of our congregation. Some pictures/video may be published in church print 

publications, on our website or on our official social media sites. If you do not wish to have 
your image published, please contact the church office by phone or email. 

 

 

 
 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Rev. Nancy Ellett Allison, Ph.D., Pastor 

Rev. Barbara Thomas, Minister for Church & Family Life 
Mr. Jared Fischer, Director of Music 

Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant 
3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 

www.holycovenantucc.org office@holycovenantucc.org     704-599-9810
 


