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Silent Meditation 

“But all our phrasing — race relations, racial chasm, racial justice, racial 

profiling, white privilege, even white supremacy — serves to obscure that 

racism is a visceral experience, that it dislodges brains, blocks airways, rips 

muscle, extracts organs, cracks bones, breaks teeth. You must never look 

away from this. You must always remember that the sociology, the history, 

the economics, the graphs, the charts, the regressions all land, with great 

violence, upon the body.” 

 

~ Ta-Nehisi Coates 
 



 
 
 
 

February 9, 2020, 10:55 AM Please silence cell phones 
 
Gathering Music Jon Weddell 

“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” arr. John Carter 
“Lead Me, Guide Me” arr. Richard Smallwood 

 
Welcome and Announcements  Fred Robinson 
One: May the peace of the Christ Child be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

(Please pass the information pads so that all worshippers 
might have the opportunity to sign them) 

 
Sung Call to Worship “Give Me a Clean Heart” DOUROUX 

 Give me a clean heart so I may serve thee. 
 Lord, fix my heart so that I may be used by thee. 
 For I’m not worthy of all these blessings.  
 Give me a clean heart, and I’ll follow thee. 

  

 Words of Preparation Barb Schneller 
One: Rosa Parks took a fateful bus ride in 1955 and the United Church 

of Christ was born in 1957. 
Many: We thank You, God, that we did not sit in the seat of scoffers 

but delighted in the law of the Lord. 
One: Our mission as a church has always been defined by the struggle 

for racial justice in our land and this world. 
Many: We thank You, God, that we did not shrink of fade in the heat 

of the struggle but stood like trees planted by the waters. 
One: Many of us marched in the streets with King and sat in at lunch 

counters with students.  
Many: We thank You, God that we have yielded fruit in our season. 
 
... 
 

All rise in body or spirit     Sing Response    Hymnals located below pews 

 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY- RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 

 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

89TH
 ANNUAL HOMECOMING SUNDAY 



One: Our nation dared to dream and to awake to a new nation headed 
toward racial equality. 

Many: We thank You, God, for showing us the way of the righteous 
that we might walk in it. 

One: We joined the world in the fight against apartheid in South 
Africa and a raw power succumbed to the will of the just. 

Many: We thank You, God, that the way of White supremacy, like 
the way of the wicked, is perishing every day. 

One: Our church continues to look inward and outward to make love 
of neighbor, regardless of color, language, nationality or race, a 
true reality in all our churches, all our ministries and in our 
world. 

All: We thank You, God, that we have delighted in the law of the 
Lord, the law of justice for all people. Keep us faithful, keep 
us courageous, keep us with You on your path. Amen.  

 

Passing of the Peace Barb Schneller 
One: Let us now greet one another as a sign of God’s peace, for the 

peace of Christ is here to stay. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Hymn 181 “You Are Salt for the Earth, O People” BRING FORTH 
You are the salt for the earth, O people: salt for the reign of God! 
Share the flavor of life, O people: life in the City of God!  (refrain) 
  
You are a light on the hill, O people: light for the City of God! 
Shine so holy and bright, O people: shine for the City of God! (refrain) 
 
You are a seed of the Word, O people: bring forth the reign of God! 
Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, grow in the City of God! (refrain) 
 
We are a blessed and a pilgrim people: bound for the reign of God! 
Love our journey and love our homeland: love is the City of God! 
(refrain) 
 

Refrain: 
Bring forth the reign of mercy, bring forth the reign of peace; 
Bring forth the reign of justice, bring forth the City of God! 



Children’s Offering & Message Cheri Dennis 
(Following the Children’s Message, children below first grade 
may go to extended care or return to sit with their parents.) 

 
Contemporary Reading “Still I Rise” Selma Taylor 

Maya Angelou 
 

You may write me down in history 
With your bitter, twisted lies, 
You may trod me in the very dirt 
But still, like dust, I'll rise. 
  
Does my sassiness upset you? 
Why are you beset with gloom? 
’Cause I walk like I've got oil wells 
Pumping in my living room. 
  
Just like moons and like suns, 
With the certainty of tides, 
Just like hopes springing high, 
Still I'll rise. 
  
Did you want to see me broken? 
Bowed head and lowered eyes? 
Shoulders falling down like teardrops, 
Weakened by my soulful cries? 
  
Does my haughtiness offend you? 
Don't you take it awful hard 
’Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines 
Diggin’ in my own backyard. 
  
 
 
 
 

You may shoot me with your words, 
You may cut me with your eyes, 
You may kill me with your hatefulness, 
But still, like air, I’ll rise. 
  
Does my sexiness upset you? 
Does it come as a surprise 
That I dance like I've got diamonds 
At the meeting of my thighs? 
  
Out of the huts of history’s shame 
I rise 
Up from a past that’s rooted in pain 
I rise 
I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide, 
Welling and swelling I bear in the tide. 
  
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 
I rise 
Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear 
I rise 
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors 
gave, 
I am the dream and the hope of the 
slave. 
I rise 
I rise 
I rise.

 

 
 
 
 
 



Special Music “Lead Me, Guide Me” arr. Richard Smallwood 
 Lisa Cloninger, Kathleen Smith, vocals 
  
Hebrew Scripture Lesson Isaiah 58:1-10 Terrance Hayes 
Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce 
to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day 
after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a 
nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of 
their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near 
to God.  
 

‘Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do 
not notice?’ Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day, and 
oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and 
to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make 
your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble 
oneself?  Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth 
and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 

 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo 
the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every 
yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, 
and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break 
forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your 
rearguard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for 
help, and he will say, Here I am. 

 

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the 
speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the 
needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your 
gloom be like the noonday. 
One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many:  Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
Prayers of the People Fred Robinson 
 
 
 
 



Prayer Response “Know That God Is Good” MUNGU NI MWEMA 
(Democratic Republic of Congo) 

 

Know that God is good. (3x) 
God is good; God is good. 
 
Halle, hallelujah.  (3x) 
Hallelujah; hallelujah.   

 

Gospel Lesson Matthew 5:13-20 Cheri Dennis 
‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out 
and trampled underfoot. 
‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but 
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have 
come not to abolish but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from 
the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the 
least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell 
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many:  Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermonic Scripture Hebrews 11:23-27 (MSG) Fred Robinson 
By faith, Moses, when he was grown, refused the privileges of the 
Egyptian royal house. He chose a hard life with God’s people rather than 
an opportunistic soft life of sin with the oppressors. He valued suffering 
in the Messiah’s camp far greater than Egyptian wealth because he was 
looking ahead, anticipating the payoff. By an act of faith, he turned his 
heel on Egypt, indifferent to the king’s blind rage. He had his eye on the 
One no eye can see, and kept right on going. 
One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Many:  Thanks be to God.  Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 
 

Sermon “It’s Time to Leave Egypt” Fred Robinson 
 

Hymn “Go Down, Moses” SPIRITUAL 
When Israel was in Egypt’s land, let my people go! 
Oppressed so hard they could not stand, let my people go! 
 

Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt’s land. 
Tell old Pharoah, let my people go! 

 
As Israel stood by the water’s side, let my people go! 
At God’s command it did divide, let my people go! 
 
When they had reached the other shore, let my people go! 
They sang a song of triumph o’er, let my people go! 

 
Offertory Invitation Cheri Dennis 
 
Offertory Music “I Love the Lord” Jon Weddell 
 

Offertory Dedication Cheri Dennis 
 

Doxology  THANK YOU, LORD 




Thank you, Lord.  (3x)  I just want to thank you, Lord. 
 









 Hymn  “I’m Gonna Live so God Can Use Me” I’M GONNA LIVE 
 I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! (2x) 
I’m gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! (2x) 
I’m gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! (2x) 
I’m gonna sing so God can use my anywhere, Lord, anytime! (2x) 
 

Benediction   Fred Robinson 
 

Benediction Response  GLORY TO GOD 



Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,  

 And to the Christ, who grace has pardoned me,  
 And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.  
 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 
 
 World without end, without end, Amen.  (3x) 
 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 

 
Postlude “I Love to Tell the Story” arr. Michael Hassell Jon Weddell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No matter who you are 

or where you are on your journey,  

you are welcome here! 
 
 



 
 
 
WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT 
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant. Guests and 
members, we invite you to sign our friendship pads so that we may have 
a record of your worshipping with us and be in touch with you during the 
week. Members, please indicate any changes in your contact 
information. We invite our visitors and members to linger following 
worship and join us in light refreshments and conversation. 
 
FOUND BACKPACK 
The church office is holding a blue backpack that contains several 
harmonicas left in the Sanctuary in December. If this belongs to you, 
please contact Dawn, 704-599-9810. 
 
VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE 
Did you know that anyone can request an absentee ballot who desires 
one? The deadline for absentee ballot requests is February 25. We have 
all the forms you need at the Voter Registration table in the Gathering 
Room. Find out how you can join in registration events with other HC 
members. Contact Suzanne at suzlam@yahoo for more information. 
 
WHAT IS A W.I.S.E. CONGREGATION? 
A WISE congregation has joined the mission to 
being Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, and 
Engaged in the Mental Health of the community 
and the wider world.  Please join the WISE 
team following worship 12:30-1:30 for a 
discussion of grief and loss.  Presenters Alix 
Felsing and Meg Houlihan will explore different 
types of grief, the variety of responses we may 
have and strategies for coping.  
What is a W.I.S.E. congregation? A WISE congregation has joined the 
mission to being Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, and Engaged in the 
Mental Health of the community and the wider world. 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 



JACKETS IN JANUARY  
We are collecting new/nearly new jackets for chilly children in 
neighborhood schools who are ages 5 to 10 years old. Please place your 
contributions in the Kids Box in the Gathering Room from now until the 
end of February. Contact Suzanne at suzlam@yahoo.com for more 
information. 
 
 
SOJOURNERS CLASS - NOT YOUR TYPICAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The Sojourners continue to discuss the Gospel of Mark in our Bible study. 
"Mark's bare-bones Gospel gets right to the point and tells us what 
mattered most to the earliest of Christians." Everyone is welcome to 
join us in the Conference Room at 9:45 to engage with the Bible and 
with each other.  
 
HCUCC BOOK CLUB 
We always welcome new readers to our meetings! We meet at 10:30 at 
SouthPark Christian Church, 6650 Park South Drive, Charlotte. Please 
join us for thoughtful, lively discussions. 
12 February - That Reminds Me by Rev. H. Linn Finger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE COULDN'T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Elder for February: Suzanne Lamorey, suzlam@yahoo.com or 704-654-7267 

Deacons for February: JoAnn Jellison, Kathy Habel 
Greeters: Laura Hankins, Suzanne Lamorey 

Ushers: Kevin Edwards-Knight, Lorraine Edwards, Jim Hong, Bob Saylor 
Media: Brian Hankins, Lisa Cloninger 

Tabulators: Micki Spear, Terry Raley-Dennis 
Refreshments: WISE Team Reception, Micheal Hall 

Recyclers: Phil Kaveler 



 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Members 

Kevin Decker, Tina Dickens, Linn Finger, Julie Klever, Helen Lambert, 
Karen Long, Irene Mikkelson, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reedy Powell, 
Jerry & Marion Rhyne, Deb & Yvette Ross, Mamie Stokes 

Friends & Family Members 
Andrew Bomely (Martha Bomely), David & Cecelia Griffin (JP Griffin), 
Faye Grumbles (Linda Clark), Henry Hildebrand (Bill & Connie 
Hildebrand), Will & Addie May Hong (Jim Hong), Charlie Jongeling 
(Darline Warren), Bob Lyon (Melissa Noll), Carolyn Marshall (Linda 
Clark), Thibault Ossenbühl (Melissa Noll), Roshani Parikh (Nishi Griffin), 
Renee & Aiden Rohn (Debbie Davis), Gene Sullivan (Jason Sullivan), 
Dorothy Underwood (Keith & Cheri Dennis), Kathryn Vickery (Ed Vickery) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev. Fred Robinson, Interim Pastor 
Mrs. Cheri Dennis, Associate Pastor 

Mr. Jon Weddell, Accompanist 
Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant 

3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 
www.holycovenantucc.org  office@holycovenantucc.org  704-599-9810 


