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Silent Meditation 
 

 

God's very being is mercy. The mercy of God lies in God's 

readiness to share in sympathy the distress of another, 

a readiness which springs from God's inmost nature and 

stamps all God's being and doing.... And this, of course, is 

why we are able to face, acknowledge, accept, and live 

through suffering, for we know that it can never be 

ultimate, it can never constitute the bottom line. 

God is at the foundation, and God is at the boundaries. 

~ Eugene Peterson 



 
 
 
 

 

April 5, 2020, 10:55 AM  
 
Gathering Music “My Song Is Love Unknown”  Jon Weddell 

arr. Michael Hassell 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Fred Robinson 
  and Offertory Invitation 

One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

 
Sung Introit  “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” LONESOME VALLEY 

 Jesus walked this lonesome valley.  
 He had to walk it by himself. 
 Oh, nobody else could walk it for him. 
 He had to walk it by himself.   



 Words of Preparation Fred Robinson 
One: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Living God! 
Many: We raise our voices and wave with joyful hope the palms of 

deliverance for all!  Hosanna to the Son of David! 
One: Humble and riding on a donkey, our hearts are filled with 

expectation as we welcome the Holy One. 
Many: We greet you; Hosanna in the highest! 
One: Acclaimed by crowds and caroled by children, 
Many: We receive into the crowded streets of our lives the one who 

is Savior of all the earth. We cheer you; Hosanna in the 
highest! 

One: Moving from the peace of the countryside to the corridors of 
power. 

All: We salute you: Hosanna in the highest! Christ our Lord! 
 
Children’s Message Cheri Dennis 
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HYMN 216 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” ST. THEODULPH 
 All glory, laud, and honor to you, O Christ, we sing, 
 To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring! 
 The people of the Hebrews with palms adorned your way; 
 Our praise and prayer and anthems we offer you this day. 
 
 O Promised One of Israel, of David’s royal line, 
 The one called “God’s beloved,” of flesh and yet divine; 
 To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise; 
 To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 
 
 As you received their praises, receive our prayers today, 
 Whose justice and whose mercy and sovereignty hold sway. 
 All glory, laud, and honor to you, O Christ, we sing, 
 To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring! 

 
Call to Confession Fred Robinson  
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Prayer of Confession Fred Robinson 
 
Sung Response “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” TAIZÉ 

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.  
  When I call, answer me.  
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.  
Come and listen to me. 

 
Assurance of Pardon Fred Robinson 
One: Christ came riding a donkey of humility and reconciliation, not a 

charging war horse of judgment. Through Christ’s love and 
peace, we are forgiven! 

All: Thanks be to God! 
 
 

 
 



 
Sung Response “Oh, How Good Is Christ the Lord” OH QUE BUENO 

Puerto Rican folk hymn 
 

Oh, how good is Christ the Lord!  On the cross he died for me. 
  He has pardoned all my sin.  Glory be to Jesus. 
  Glory be to Jesus!  Glory be to Jesus! 
     In three days, he rose again.  Glory be to Jesus. 

 
Reflection              “The Meaning of Palm Sunday”   Fred Robinson 
 
Special Music “It Is Well with My Soul” 
 Felicia Robinson, vocals 
 
 
 
 
FIRST MEDITATION                                 Luke 19:29-39; 22:39-46 
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem . . .  Prayer on Mount of Olives 
 
Hymn 213 “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” ELLACOMBE  

(verses 1 and 3) 
 

“Hosanna, loud hosanna,” the little children sang; 
Through pillared court and temple the lovely anthem rang. 
To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast, 
The children sang their praises, the simplest and the best. 
 
“Hosanna in the highest!" That ancient song is ours, 
We hail our great Redeemer, and sing with all our powers: 
“Hosanna, Christ, we praise you with heart and life and voice, 
Hosanna! In your presence forever we’ll rejoice!” 

 
Prayer 
Loving God, help us acknowledge our fickle nature and our tendency to 
falter under pressure and remind us of our need for faithfulness even, 
especially, in times of celebration. Amen. 
 

 

PASSION AND PALM NARRATIVE 



 
SECOND MEDITATION        Luke 22:47-71 
The Arrest of Jesus . .. Peter’s Denial . . . Mocking and Beating of Jesus  
 
Hymn 219 “Journey to Gethsemane” REDHEAD NO. 76 
 (verses 1 and 2) 

 
Journey to Gethsemane, go and feel the tempter's power; 
Your Redeemer's conflict see, watch the anguish of this hour; 
Do not hide or turn away; learn from Jesus how to pray. 
 
Follow then to Pilate’s hall, view the Lord of life arraigned; 
Crowned with thorns and mocked by all, faithfully this pain sustained; 
Greater still than shame or loss, Jesus now must face the cross. 
 
Hymn 218 “Ah, Holy Jesus” HERZLIEBSTER JESU 
 (verses 1 and 2) 
 
Ah, holy Jesus, how have you offended, 
That mortal judgment has on you descended? 
By foes derided, by your own rejected, 
O most afflicted! 
 
Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon you? 
It is my treason, Jesus, that has slain you. 
And I, dear Jesus, I it was denied you; 
I crucified you. 

 
Prayer 
Loving God, help us acknowledge the lack of peace on earth and the 
reality of darkness and pain, of prejudice, discrimination, and betrayal in 
the world. Give us eyes of compassion, ears of justice, hearts and hands 
of peace so that we may do your work in this world. Amen. 
 
THIRD MEDITATION                          Luke 23:13-25, 26, 32-38, 44-53 
Jesus Sentenced to Death . . .Crucifixion of Jesus . . .  Death of Jesus 
 
 



Hymn 229 “Were You There?” WERE YOU THERE 
(verses 1 and 2) 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

 
Prayer 
Loving God, help us to overlook the darkness and pain of injustice in the world. 
We know what we contemplate in the death of Jesus is beyond words, beyond 
understanding. May the Holy Spirit intercede for us and give voice to what, for 
us, is inexpressible. Amen.  

 
Hymn “My Song Is Love Unknown” LOVE UNKNOWN 

My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me, 
Love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be. 
O who am I that for my sake my God should take frail flesh and die? 
 

Christ came from heaven’s throne salvation to bestow, 
But people scorned and none the longed-for Christ would know. 
But O my friend, my friend indeed, who at my need his life did 
spend!  
 
Sometimes they threw down palms and sweetest praises sang. 
Hosannas and glad psalms through streets and markets rang. 
Then “Crucify!” is all their breath,  
and for his death they thirst and cry. 
 
What has my Sovereign done? What makes this rage and spite? 
Christ gave new strength to run, restored the gift of sight. 
Sweet injuries! Yet they at these  
themselves displease and ‘gainst Christ rise. 

 
 Postlude “He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word”  
 arr. Michael Hassell 



 
 
 

Coronavirus update on worship 
 
After additional consultation with our staff and church leadership, Sunday 
Worship will be live streamed every Sunday at 11:00 a.m. until further 
notice.  Be on the lookout for important updates from us as we monitor 
developments about Covid-19.   
 
Our greatest priority is the safety and well-being of our neighbors and 
members of our congregation. Our actions impact the world around us so 
practicing physical distancing is not only necessary but it is an act of 
kindness and love. To paraphrase a verse from the Talmud, "Anyone who 
saves one life it is as if she has saved the whole world." 
 
Fred Robinson 
Interim Pastor 
 

Join us live this Sunday in worship at 10:55am 
http://holycovenantucc.org/virtual-hc/ 

 
 
WELCOME TO HOLY COVENANT 
We welcome all who worship with us at Holy Covenant.  
 
DAILY DEVOTIONAL 
From the writers of the popular UCC online Daily Devotional, Deliver Us includes a 
biblical text, reflection, and prayer for each day.  Look for this Devotional posted to 
the Holy Covenant UCC Facebook page daily. 
The existential and everyday threats we face are daunting. With faithful people 
across the ages, we cry out to God for deliverance ... not only pleading for God to 
act, but seeking the courage to let God act through us.  We can take such a risk ... 
or we can play it safe.  The Lenten season is a time for each of us to explore the 
ways in which we promote (or prevent) the deliverance we so desperately seek. 
 

 
WE COULDN'T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Elder for April: Suzanne Lamorey, SuzLam@yahoo.com, 704-654-7267 
Media: Brian Hankins, Lisa Cloninger, Laura Hankins, Kathleen Smith 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=eqzfahabb.0.0.qggrqxcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fholycovenantucc.org%2Fvirtual-hc%2F
mailto:SuzLam@yahoo.com


MIDWEEK LENTEN STUDIES MOVE TO ZOOM** 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12:15 pm  
 
Join us via Zoom for "Exploring the Ten Commandments: A Lenten Devotional." 
Contrary to what many believe, the Ten Commandments are not merely prohibitions 
against specific acts, they are an imaginative, expansive and creative treatise of 
godly living. When read properly, they teach us how to lead lives that are pleasing 
to God, blessed by God, and empowered by God. They do this, in part, by helping us 
get the tree most important relationships in life right. Our relationship to God, our 
relationship to others, and our relationship to ourselves. In fact, when Jesus was 
asked which was the greatest commandment, Christ responded that we should love 
God with all our heart, all our soul and all our mind, and our neighbors as ourselves 
(Matthew 22:37, 39). 
 
That captures the three above-mentioned relationships - God, our neighbors and 
ourselves. Some people miss the fact that Jesus is including self-love, for how can 
you do what the "b" clause of verse 39 demands - "love thy neighbor as thyself" - if 
you don't first love yourself?  These three relationships sum up what Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. called the "three dimensions of a complete life."  And isn't that what 
Lent is ultimately about? As we prepare ourselves for the passion, death and 
resurrection of Christ, we best honor Christ's sacrifice by getting these three 
relationships right.   
 
**ZOOM - is an audio/video platform available for any mobile devise, tablet, 
laptop or PC. Check your App store for ZOOM.  There is no need to pay for this 
service to attend meetings. (It is recommended first time to join in a little early) 
https://zoom.us/j/9725573286 click the meeting link anytime after 12pm 
Wednesdays 

 
 

SOJOURNERS CLASS - 
NOT YOUR TYPICAL SUNDAY SCHOOL  
The Sojourners Class invites all of you to join us in a Zoom class on Sunday mornings 
at about 9:50.  We are currently studying the Gospel of Mark.  This coming Sunday 
we'll be looking and Chapter 10 and, maybe, Chapter 11.  We are a talkative and 
inquisitive group so we don't always get very far.  Here is the link to the Zoom 
class: https://zoom.us/j/794891873. If you have questions about using Zoom 
and/or would like a copy of the lesson emailed to you, please contact Cheri 
Dennis, cherid@holycovenantucc.org or 704-519-6016. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=eqzfahabb.0.0.qggrqxcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fbible.oremus.org%2F%3Fql%3D450500737
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=eqzfahabb.0.0.qggrqxcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F9725573286
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=eqzfahabb.0.0.qggrqxcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F794891873
mailto:cherid@holycovenantucc.org


RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN  
If any Holy Covenant families or friends are interested in 
receiving supplemental materials and activities for 
children, please contact Laura Allison 
at Education@holycovenantucc.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
HCUCC W.I.S.E. TEAM OFFERS RESOURCES 

 
Coming soon!  Watch for the new WISE page on 
the HolyCovenantUCC.org website.  Resources 
as well as “check in meet ups” will be shared 
here for all. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ONLINE VOTER REGISTRATION THOUGH THE DMV 
In a message from the League of Women Voters, the State Board of Elections has 
announced Online Voter Registration though the DMV! If you have a NC driver 
license or state issued ID you can now apply to register to vote or update existing 
voter registration information, all online!! This DOES NOT require that you do any 
other NCDMV transaction.  If people are not sure they are registered they can check 
their status either online at the DMV site or you can always log into Vote411.org to 
both check your status as well as find out information about the election when it is 
posted. To register online at the DMV go to https://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/offices-
services/online/Pages/default.aspx and then click on the Voter Registration tab on 
the blue side bar. 
 
This is an exciting first step toward increasing voting access to all the residents on 
North Carolina!  Please feel free to share! 

 
 

 

mailto:Education@holycovenantucc.org
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FROM YOUR TREASURER 
In these strange days, there is a poem named "Pandemic" making the rounds of 
social media. Written by San Francisco poet Lynn Ungar, it calls on the human spirit 
to find a better way to be in and through this time. 
One section in particular strikes a chord: 
  

And when your body has become still,  
reach out with your heart.                    
Know that we are connected                      
in ways that are terrifying and beautiful. 

  
Friends and family of Holy Covenant United Church of Christ, you were made for 
such a time as this. In the past weeks, we have received offerings in our physical 
location, at our P.O. Box, via PayPal on our website, from members and other 
regular supporters as well as people not (yet!) known to us. You are reaching out 
with your hearts, giving to support the church's work and missions, as we find new 
ways to carry those out now and ensure that when this epoch is over, we emerge 
strong and able to continue. One way in which we are working toward this is by 
continuing to pay our workers whose work simply doesn't exist at this time, such as 
our child care-takers, so that when we can again open the doors, they will be here 
to provide that care again. 
  
One way in which we are working toward this is by continuing to pay our workers 
whose work simply doesn't exist at this time, such as our child care-takers, so that 
when we can again open the doors, they will be here to provide that care again. 
Read on (below) to see our Endowment Team's funding decisions to offer immediate 
help to local organizations. 
  
So - thank you. We appreciate your generosity and faithfulness more than we have 
words to say. 

~Kathleen Smith, Treasurer 
 
WAYS TO GIVE 
If you would like to give, you may do so by: 
  
Mailing a check securely to  

Holy Covenant UCC 
P.O. Box 481286 
Charlotte NC 28269 

  
Making your offering online through our website 
holycovenantucc.org/give/ 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cb4-tTczgEF7CFKiJss6Shpe5aPF4S3gwQUhtF8EcgOzvvu7m2WMEZqBcdd8KMExzoTGhRnnpINWdvsTBXkCOmQBiV2Ect8WtH9qKGrfVpcRs-CLE-rS2nDKfnWPyXqhQFgKKiJtZh4_Frxkvwvd-Zh56XQ2TPl39izk_8VowbhAnrIwDFjGjBDnYcjmrtny&c=huhrqfHYlBfWywQYfDYJnfWiYnzF1QISzBJi1-COkaRKzKGfXmbGQg==&ch=ofAIFJwnmjX1Mw36Z70G8s31aPpBSJM1KCnZlXLYXeOV78CtO3p21A==


Try our new app in the My Church App, download it 
here! http://customchurchapps.com/my-church-app/ 
  
Find the Give button at the bottom of the home page, that will 
allow you to make a one time, or recurring contribution of any 
amount, and designate where those funds are to be used. 
We will be adding new features to the My Church App. Check it out! 
 
FROM YOUR ENDOWMENT TEAM 
Pilgrim Legacy Fund Endowment Grants 
Expedited to Feed Hungry Charlotteans 
  
While life has changed for us all, the most vulnerable in our community 
became even more vulnerable as they lost jobs and even access to local services. 
So the Endowment Committee gathered on Zoom to discuss how our church could 
make a difference with the funds we had planned to grant in 2020. The Committee 
chose two immediate grantees, both serving people who were already in economic 
crisis, many of them in the immigrant community. 
  
HCUCC is making an impact gift of $10,000 to Heal Charlotte, a small but savvy 
nonprofit working in the Reagan Drive area of Charlotte. Chuck Jones, executive 
director of Common Wealth Charlotte recommended the organization both 
for the impact of its work and for the quality of its leadership in executive director 
Greg Jackson. In an innovative effort to help both local small businesses and their 
staff and to feed three distressed communities during this difficult period, Heal 
Charlotte is raising $81,000 to fund food trucks that will serve nutritious meals 
for the next three months.  
  
After receiving the news of our unexpected grant, Greg Jackson sent an email 
with the headline, "GOD BLESS Holy Covenant UCC for this gracious donation to 
our COVID-19 response fund." He offered a summary of Heal Charlotte's emergency 
food program -  
Heal Charlotte has partnered with local restaurants and food trucks to provide 
healthy meals to those in the area that are affected by the pandemic, 
bringing the meals to the community to be easily accessible to residents and 
families that live in the hotels. Uptown Yolk will provide healthy breakfast 
Monday-Friday at the labor cost of $500/week, totaling $6,000 for three months. 
Uptown Yolk will also provide healthy dinners Monday-Friday at $1,750/week, 
totaling $21,000 for three months. Heal Charlotte has partnered with a local food 
truck to provide healthy meals on the weekends at $250 per day, totaling $6,000 
for three months. Each meal will be a healthy balanced meal which will include 
vegetables, fruits, grains, and protein.  For anyone that would like more 
information or to personally donate they can visit www.healcharlotte.org 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cb4-tTczgEF7CFKiJss6Shpe5aPF4S3gwQUhtF8EcgOzvvu7m2WMEVp1BvPtvXEGexcMGmJPWh8ijXTZXB_mAZJT233z61pr3bk29eg06DfJ2A034XZd5DngiyRDMHhB1aVXjEYBOwp0e8p_b-FEDx8rb8epn-Lfrqd0yO5OeuW66djgGNknGPxEf-9NqJLzAG16F8GUjgA=&c=huhrqfHYlBfWywQYfDYJnfWiYnzF1QISzBJi1-COkaRKzKGfXmbGQg==&ch=ofAIFJwnmjX1Mw36Z70G8s31aPpBSJM1KCnZlXLYXeOV78CtO3p21A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cb4-tTczgEF7CFKiJss6Shpe5aPF4S3gwQUhtF8EcgOzvvu7m2WMEVp1BvPtvXEGp5UBMjMSG1mDeZ8Mi2G4Fz19h9W7a7mulZBrMukCtUpaELcfY5wRtTgrzI6aRvdotXhLQKKwiMIbEtnC2KDAY4TsY3mOR0HqgG-_29xg7nrrjWwwB3CAYQ==&c=huhrqfHYlBfWywQYfDYJnfWiYnzF1QISzBJi1-COkaRKzKGfXmbGQg==&ch=ofAIFJwnmjX1Mw36Z70G8s31aPpBSJM1KCnZlXLYXeOV78CtO3p21A==


While Holy Covenant has made the largest donation to Heal Charlotte's project to 
date, Greg plans to challenge other churches to match or even exceed our church's 
gift.  
  
The Endowment Committee also granted $3,000 to Pineville Neighbors Place, an 
all-volunteer organization serving people in economic crisis in the Pineville zip code 
of South Charlotte. While Pineville Neighbors usually helps connect clients 
to a range of city services, they are currently limiting their work to expanded food 
distribution - offering and even delivering pre-packed food boxes to families in 
need. They are also assisting CMS in food distribution to students in Pineville. 
Executive Director Jane Shutt (who takes no salary) was delighted to receive Holy 
Covenant's grant, noting that every dollar helps meet a need that is growing 
by the day. 
  
The Endowment Committee will be meeting monthly as the pandemic situation 
develops (and, we hope, resolves) to determine where we should invest to 
support the most vulnerable in our community. If you have suggestions 
for the Committee to consider, please send an email to Cheri Lovell 
(cheri@holycovenantucc.org). 

~Cheri Lovell, Endowment Chair 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Members 
Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, Julie Klever, Helen Lambert, Karen Long, Irene 
Mikkelson, Rick & Cheryl Milam, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reedy Powell, Dawn 
Robinson, Jerry & Marion Rhyne, Yvette Stewart Ross, Mamie Stokes, Shakti 
Subramanian 

Friends & Family Members 
The Family of Morley Barrett (Dawn Simmons) 
David & Cecelia Griffin (JP Griffin), Henry Hildebrand (Bill & Connie Hildebrand), 
Will & Addie May Hong (Jim Hong), Charlie Jongeling (Darline Warren), Grady & Pat 
Judd (William Judd), Bob Lyon (Melissa Noll), Carolyn Marshall (Linda 
Clark), Thibault Ossenbühl (Melissa Noll), Roshani Parikh (Nishi Griffin), Mike 
Reynard & Linda Matkins (Robert Shepherd), Eileen Perry (Ed & Beth Sharp), Darrell 
& Jackie Reichert (Diane Neese), Renee & Aiden Rohn (Debbie Davis), Gene Sullivan 
(Jason Sullivan), Dorothy Underwood (Keith & Cheri Dennis), Kathryn Vickery (Ed 
Vickery), Wanda Williams (John Rapp) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev. Fred Robinson, Interim Pastor 

fredrick@holycovenantucc.org 
 

Mrs. Cheri Dennis, Interim Associate Pastor 
cherid@holycovenantucc.org 

 

Mr. Jon Weddell, Accompanist 
jdw08629@gmail.com 

 

Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant 
office@holycovenantucc.org 

 

3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 
www.holycovenantucc.org     704-599-9810 
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