
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                

 

 

 

Silent Meditation 
 

“Easter without Good Friday risks sentimentality and vacuity. 

It becomes an affirmation that spring follows winter, life follows 

death, flowers will bloom again, and it is time for bonnets and bunnies. 

But Easter as the reversal of Good Friday means God’s vindication of 

Jesus’s passion for the kingdom of God, for God’s justice, and God’s 

‘no’ to the powers who killed him, powers still very much active in our 

 world. Easter is about God even as it is about Jesus. Easter discloses  

the character of God. Easter means God’s Great Cleanup of the  

world has begun—but will not happen without us.” 

  

 

– Marcus Borg & John Dominic Crossan 
 



 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
EASTER ~ RESURRECTION SUNDAY 

 

 
April 12, 2020, 10:55 AM  
 

Gathering Music “Hallelujah! Christ Arose!” (Christ Arose)  Jon Weddell 
arr. Hugh S. Livingston, Jr. 

 
Welcome and Announcements  Fred Robinson 
  and Offertory Invitation 

One:   This is the day of resurrection, the day of new creations!  
Many: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
One:   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Many: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

 
Hymn 253 “Yours Is the Glory”  JUDAS MACCABEUS 

(verse 1) 
 

Yours is the glory, Resurrected One! 
Endless is the victory you o’er death have won. 
Angels clothed in radiance rolled the stone away; 
Conquered is the grave in which your body lay. 
Yours is the glory, Resurrected One! 
Endless is the victory you o’er death have won. 

 

 Words of Preparation    Cheri Dennis 
One: Living God, rejoicing in this day of resurrection, we have come 

to celebrate the strength of your love; a love that triumphs even 
over death. 

Many: As we exult in the miracle of your incarnate love, we thank 
you for the opportunity to encounter the Risen Christ here in 
our midst.  

One: We gather together to sing and pray and tell the story we know 
by heart, a story of loving triumph and powerful grace. 

Many: This story of “Alleluia!” means great joy for the One who lives 
and the ones who witness to this new life in all the places of 
our lives! 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

89TH
 ANNUAL HOMECOMING SUNDAY 



One: We rejoice and thank you for the life of your Son, resurrected by 
the power of your loving, vibrant Spirit. 

Many: Let this same Spirit fill all the places of our lives, that we may 
know the truth of resurrection in our lives. 

One: We join our hearts in song and to celebrate that “Christ the Lord 
is Risen Today!” Alleluia to the Living Christ! 

All:  Alleluia, Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed! 
 

Hymn 233 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”  EASTER HYMN 
 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Mortal tongues and angels say: Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, glad heavens, and earth reply: Alleluia! 
 
Let the Victor’s people sing, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia! 
Dying once, Christ lives to save, Alleluia! 
Where your victory, O grave? Alleluia! 
 
Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids Christ rise, Alleluia! 
God has opened paradise, Alleluia! 
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
Made like Christ, like Christ we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 
 

Call to Confession Fred Robinson 
Breath of Life, Liberator of the imprisoned, Hope of the world, you call us 
together so that even in this day of victorious celebration we might 
confess all that yet imprisons us. God of new life, hear our prayer.   
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Prayer of Confession Fred Robinson 



Sung Response “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” TAIZÉ 

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.  
  When I call, answer me.  
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.  
Come and listen to me. 

 
Assurance of Pardon Fred Robinson 
Friends of the Living God, Easter is about new life bursting free from the 
most deadly restrictions.  Receive the remarkable gift of new beginnings, 
which the forgiveness of the Living Christ makes freely available. Let 
nothing detain you in guilt, nothing restrain you from accepting this bonus 
of new life. It is here in abundance. Thanks be to God. 

 

Sung Response GLORY TO GOD  

 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,   
And to the Christ, whose grace has pardoned me,  
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.  

 
World without end, without end, Amen. (3x)  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 
Children’s Message Fred Robinson 
  

Gospel Lesson Matthew 28:1-10 Cheri Dennis 
After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there 
was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook 
and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be 
afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not 
here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 
him.” This is my message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 
said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 



worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 

One: For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, 
for the word of God within us. 

Many: Alleluia! Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Music “Death in the Grave”  J. M. McMillan 
 Hankins Family vocals 

 

Sermon           “The Meaning of Easter: ‘It Is Finished’” Fred Robinson 
 
 

 
Online Communion for Easter adapted from the words of the Rev. Maren C. Tirabassi. 

 
Preparation for Communion: Remembering Times Together 
 
 “We Gather Here in Jesus’ Name”  COME, SHARE THE LORD  

We gather here in Jesus’ name. 
Christ’s love is burning in our hearts like living flame. 
For through Christ’s sacrifice the whole wide world unites. 
Come, take the bread; come, drink the wine; come, share the Lord. 
 
No one is a stranger here; everyone belongs. 
Finding our forgiveness here, we in turn forgive all wrongs. 
 
Christ joins us here and breaks the bread. 
Our God who pours the cup is risen from the dead. 
The one we love the most is now our gracious host. 
Come, take the bread; come, drink the wine; come, share the Lord. 
 
We are now a family of which our God is Head. 
Though unseen, Christ meets us here in the breaking of the bread. 
 
We'll gather soon, in glory rise. 
We'll see the wonder of our God and of our Christ. 
Now we anticipate the feast for which we wait. 
Come, take the bread; come, drink the wine; come, share the Lord. 

 
Words of Invitation to Communion Fred Robinson 
 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT  



Prayer of Consecration Fred Robinson 
We are one bread, one body, one cup of blessing. Though we are many 
throughout the earth and are scattered as a church community, I ask that 
you now—wherever you are in your homes—rest your hands lightly upon 
these elements that we now set aside to be a sacrament as I pray God’s 
blessing upon them:  
Gentle Redeemer, remind us that there is no lockdown on your blessing 
and no quarantine on your grace. Send your Spirit of life and love, 
power and blessing upon every table where your children shelter in 
place, that this Bread may be broken and gathered in love and this Cup 
poured out to give hope to all. Risen Christ, live in us, that we may 
live in you. Breathe in us, that we may breathe in you. 
 
Words of Remembering 
Our online service has a long heritage for we the Word of God reminds us 
that the Apostle Paul wrote letters to congregations throughout Asia Minor 
which could be rightly characterized as the first “remote” worship 
resources. The Communion words sent to the church at Corinth were 
these: 
 
“For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.’”  
 
In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 
Sharing of the Elements 

One: Let us in our many places receive the gift of God, the Bread of 
Heaven. 

All: We are one in Christ in the bread we share.   
One: Let us in our many places receive the gift of God, the Cup of 

Blessing. 
All: We are one in Christ in the cup we share.   

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving              Cheri Dennis 
Spirit of Christ, you have blessed our tables and our lives. Thank you that 
your love is not limited by buildings made with human hands, nor 
contained in human ceremonies, but blows as free as the Spirit in all 
places. May the observance of this Holy Communion give us courage to 
speak faith and act in love, and may it renew our hope even in the midst of 
this pandemic. Wrap your hopeful presence around all whose bodies, 
spirits and hearts need healing, and let us become your compassion and 
safe refuge. Amen! 
  
Hymn 224 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” HAMBURG 

(vs. 1, 3, 4) 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross,  
on which the Christ of glory died,  
My richest gain I count but loss,  
and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
From sacred head, from hands, and feet,  
sorrow and love flow mingled down!  
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,  
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
that were a present far too small;  
Love so amazing, so divine,  
demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
Benediction Fred Robinson 

 
Benediction Response “Total Praise” R. Smallwood 
 arr. P. F. Simms 

 
Lord, I will lift mine eyes to the hills, knowing my help is coming from you. 
Your peace you give me in time of the storm. 
 
You are the source of my strength; you are the strength of my life. 
I lift my hands in total praise to you.  Amen.   

 



Postlude “Praise God! Praise God!” JOYFUL SONG 
 arr. Mark Hayes 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Coronavirus update on worship 
 

THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME 
 
We are grateful for all who make our virtual Sunday Worship possible, and 
delight in your joining us via live stream every Sunday at 11:00 a.m. until 
further notice. Be on the lookout for important updates from us as we monitor 
developments about Covid-19.   
 
Our greatest priority is the safety and well-being of our neighbors and 
members of our congregation. Our actions impact the world around us so 
practicing physical distancing is not only necessary but it is an act of 
kindness and love. To paraphrase a verse from the Talmud, "Anyone who 
saves one life it is as if she has saved the whole world." 
 
Fred Robinson 
Interim Pastor 
 

Join us live Sundays in worship at 10:55am 
http://holycovenantucc.org/virtual-hc/ 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 
 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=eqzfahabb.0.0.qggrqxcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fholycovenantucc.org%2Fvirtual-hc%2F


 

WE COULDN'T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Elder for April: Suzanne Lamorey, SuzLam@yahoo.com, 704-654-7267 
Media: Brian Hankins, Lisa Cloninger, Laura Hankins, Kathleen Smith 

 
SOJOURNERS CLASS - 
NOT YOUR TYPICAL SUNDAY SCHOOL  
The Sojourners Class invites all of you to join us in a Zoom class on Sunday mornings 
at 9:50 am.  We are currently studying the Gospel of Mark.  We are a talkative and 
inquisitive group so we don't always get very far.  Here is the link to the Zoom 
class: https://zoom.us/j/794891873. If you have questions about using Zoom and/or 
would like a copy of the lesson emailed to you, please contact Cheri 
Dennis, cherid@holycovenantucc.org or 704-519-6016. 

 
 
 
RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN  
If any Holy Covenant families or friends are interested in 
receiving supplemental materials and activities for 
children, please contact Laura Allison 
at Education@holycovenantucc.org. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
HCUCC W.I.S.E. TEAM OFFERS RESOURCES 
Coming soon!  Watch for announcements for 
meetup events, and a new WISE page on the 
church website, which will host many hints and 
tips for getting you through the day! 
 
Join us for a Zoom meeting "Cabin-Fever?" 
Thursday, April 16, at 8 pm facilitated by Tom 
Magraw of the W.I.S.E. team. Given the challenges of 
confinement and the importance of self-care, I am 
looking forward to facilitating a discussion around the 
topic of cabin fever.  Even pets want to get outdoors!  
Let's chat about how not to go "stir-crazy" with "cabin-fever!" 

 

mailto:SuzLam@yahoo.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=eqzfahabb.0.0.qggrqxcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F794891873
mailto:cherid@holycovenantucc.org
mailto:Education@holycovenantucc.org


 
 

EACH ONE, REACH ONE 

As social distancing enters its third week, many of us miss the connections we'd come 
to count on in the service and socializing after. To that end, we're encouraging an 
"Each one, reach one" practice, whereby we each call one person each week--it could 
be the person who sat next to you, someone you know who lives alone, someone you 
would usually seek out after service. The church directory has phone and email data 
or you can contact the church office for contact information. 

 
 
FROM YOUR TREASURER 
In these strange days, there is a poem named "Pandemic" making the rounds of 
social media. Written by San Francisco poet Lynn Ungar, it calls on the human spirit 
to find a better way to be in and through this time. 
One section in particular strikes a chord: 
  

And when your body has become still,  
reach out with your heart.                    
Know that we are connected                      
in ways that are terrifying and beautiful. 

  
Friends and family of Holy Covenant United Church of Christ, you were made for 
such a time as this. In the past weeks, we have received offerings in our physical 
location, at our P.O. Box, via PayPal on our website, from members and other 
regular supporters as well as people not (yet!) known to us. You are reaching out 
with your hearts, giving to support the church's work and missions, as we find new 
ways to carry those out now and ensure that when this epoch is over, we emerge 
strong and able to continue. One way in which we are working toward this is by 
continuing to pay our workers whose work simply doesn't exist at this time, such as 
our child care-takers, so that when we can again open the doors, they will be here 
to provide that care again. 
  



One way in which we are working toward this is by continuing to pay our workers 
whose work simply doesn't exist at this time, such as our child care-takers, so that 
when we can again open the doors, they will be here to provide that care again. 
Read on (below) to see our Endowment Team's funding decisions to offer immediate 
help to local organizations. 
  
So - thank you. We appreciate your generosity and faithfulness more than we have 
words to say. 

~Kathleen Smith, Treasurer 
 
WAYS TO GIVE 
If you would like to give, you may do so by: 
  
Mailing a check securely to  

Holy Covenant UCC 
P.O. Box 481286 
Charlotte NC 28269 

  
Making your offering online through our website 
holycovenantucc.org/give/ 
  
Try our new app in the My Church App, download it 
here! http://customchurchapps.com/my-church-app/ 
  
Find the Give button at the bottom of the home page, that will 
allow you to make a one time, or recurring contribution of any 
amount, and designate where those funds are to be used. 
We will be adding new features to the My Church App. Check it out! 
 
FROM YOUR ENDOWMENT TEAM 
Pilgrim Legacy Fund Endowment Grants Expedited to Feed Hungry Charlotteans 
  
While life has changed for us all, the most vulnerable in our community 
became even more vulnerable as they lost jobs and even access to local services. 
So the Endowment Committee gathered on Zoom to discuss how our church could 
make a difference with the funds we had planned to grant in 2020. The Committee 
chose two immediate grantees, both serving people who were already in economic 
crisis, many of them in the immigrant community. 
  
HCUCC is making an impact gift of $10,000 to Heal Charlotte, a small but savvy 
nonprofit working in the Reagan Drive area of Charlotte. Chuck Jones, executive 
director of Common Wealth Charlotte recommended the organization both 
for the impact of its work and for the quality of its leadership in executive director 
Greg Jackson. In an innovative effort to help both local small businesses and their 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cb4-tTczgEF7CFKiJss6Shpe5aPF4S3gwQUhtF8EcgOzvvu7m2WMEZqBcdd8KMExzoTGhRnnpINWdvsTBXkCOmQBiV2Ect8WtH9qKGrfVpcRs-CLE-rS2nDKfnWPyXqhQFgKKiJtZh4_Frxkvwvd-Zh56XQ2TPl39izk_8VowbhAnrIwDFjGjBDnYcjmrtny&c=huhrqfHYlBfWywQYfDYJnfWiYnzF1QISzBJi1-COkaRKzKGfXmbGQg==&ch=ofAIFJwnmjX1Mw36Z70G8s31aPpBSJM1KCnZlXLYXeOV78CtO3p21A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cb4-tTczgEF7CFKiJss6Shpe5aPF4S3gwQUhtF8EcgOzvvu7m2WMEVp1BvPtvXEGexcMGmJPWh8ijXTZXB_mAZJT233z61pr3bk29eg06DfJ2A034XZd5DngiyRDMHhB1aVXjEYBOwp0e8p_b-FEDx8rb8epn-Lfrqd0yO5OeuW66djgGNknGPxEf-9NqJLzAG16F8GUjgA=&c=huhrqfHYlBfWywQYfDYJnfWiYnzF1QISzBJi1-COkaRKzKGfXmbGQg==&ch=ofAIFJwnmjX1Mw36Z70G8s31aPpBSJM1KCnZlXLYXeOV78CtO3p21A==


staff and to feed three distressed communities during this difficult period, Heal 
Charlotte is raising $81,000 to fund food trucks that will serve nutritious meals 
for the next three months.  
  
After receiving the news of our unexpected grant, Greg Jackson sent an email 
with the headline, "GOD BLESS Holy Covenant UCC for this gracious donation to 
our COVID-19 response fund." He offered a summary of Heal Charlotte's emergency 
food program -  
Heal Charlotte has partnered with local restaurants and food trucks to provide 
healthy meals to those in the area that are affected by the pandemic, 
bringing the meals to the community to be easily accessible to residents and 
families that live in the hotels. Uptown Yolk will provide healthy breakfast 
Monday-Friday at the labor cost of $500/week, totaling $6,000 for three months. 
Uptown Yolk will also provide healthy dinners Monday-Friday at $1,750/week, 
totaling $21,000 for three months. Heal Charlotte has partnered with a local food 
truck to provide healthy meals on the weekends at $250 per day, totaling $6,000 
for three months. Each meal will be a healthy balanced meal which will include 
vegetables, fruits, grains, and protein.  For anyone that would like more 
information or to personally donate they can visit www.healcharlotte.org 
  
While Holy Covenant has made the largest donation to Heal Charlotte's project to 
date, Greg plans to challenge other churches to match or even exceed our church's 
gift.  
  
The Endowment Committee also granted $3,000 to Pineville Neighbors Place, an 
all-volunteer organization serving people in economic crisis in the Pineville zip code 
of South Charlotte. While Pineville Neighbors usually helps connect clients 
to a range of city services, they are currently limiting their work to expanded food 
distribution - offering and even delivering pre-packed food boxes to families in 
need. They are also assisting CMS in food distribution to students in Pineville. 
Executive Director Jane Shutt (who takes no salary) was delighted to receive Holy 
Covenant's grant, noting that every dollar helps meet a need that is growing 
by the day. 
  
The Endowment Committee will be meeting monthly as the pandemic situation 
develops (and, we hope, resolves) to determine where we should invest to 
support the most vulnerable in our community. If you have suggestions 
for the Committee to consider, please send an email to Cheri Lovell 
(cheri@holycovenantucc.org). 

~Cheri Lovell, Endowment Chair 

 
 

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cb4-tTczgEF7CFKiJss6Shpe5aPF4S3gwQUhtF8EcgOzvvu7m2WMEVp1BvPtvXEGp5UBMjMSG1mDeZ8Mi2G4Fz19h9W7a7mulZBrMukCtUpaELcfY5wRtTgrzI6aRvdotXhLQKKwiMIbEtnC2KDAY4TsY3mOR0HqgG-_29xg7nrrjWwwB3CAYQ==&c=huhrqfHYlBfWywQYfDYJnfWiYnzF1QISzBJi1-COkaRKzKGfXmbGQg==&ch=ofAIFJwnmjX1Mw36Z70G8s31aPpBSJM1KCnZlXLYXeOV78CtO3p21A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cb4-tTczgEF7CFKiJss6Shpe5aPF4S3gwQUhtF8EcgOzvvu7m2WMEVp1BvPtvXEGHPXDsWe4VNCgOvnJPLU06evjvqEPVYf0Lev7nq3DSO_yEsqip1qVUAWTh_5ig7LW8QNyPEHCPorl64odoaapjVg45wfSJiLjrHnhufVSSD5i9Jke_z0leki-o_pEc03B&c=huhrqfHYlBfWywQYfDYJnfWiYnzF1QISzBJi1-COkaRKzKGfXmbGQg==&ch=ofAIFJwnmjX1Mw36Z70G8s31aPpBSJM1KCnZlXLYXeOV78CtO3p21A==
mailto:cheri@holycovenantucc.org


PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Members 

Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, Julie Klever, Helen Lambert, Karen Long, Irene 
Mikkelson, Rick & Cheryl Milam, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reedy Powell, Dawn 
Robinson, Jerry & Marion Rhyne, Yvette Stewart Ross, Mamie Stokes, Shakti 
Subramanian 

Friends & Family Members 
David & Cecelia Griffin (JP Griffin), Henry Hildebrand (Bill & Connie Hildebrand), 
Will & Addie May Hong (Jim Hong), Grady & Pat Judd (William Judd), Bob Lyon 
(Melissa Noll), Carolyn Marshall (Linda Clark), Thibault Ossenbühl (Melissa 
Noll), Roshani Parikh (Nishi Griffin), Mike Reynard & Linda Matkins (Robert 
Shepherd), Eileen Perry (Ed & Beth Sharp), Darrell & Jackie Reichert (Diane Neese), 
Renee & Aiden Rohn (Debbie Davis), Gene Sullivan (Jason Sullivan), Dorothy 
Underwood (Keith & Cheri Dennis), Kathryn Vickery (Ed Vickery), Wanda Williams 
(John Rapp) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev. Fred Robinson, Interim Pastor 

fredrick@holycovenantucc.org 
 

Mrs. Cheri Dennis, Interim Associate Pastor 
cherid@holycovenantucc.org 

 

Mr. Jon Weddell, M. Div., Minister of Music 
jdw08629@gmail.com 

 

Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant 
office@holycovenantucc.org 

 

3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 
www.holycovenantucc.org     704-599-9810 

mailto:fredrick@holycovenantucc.org

