
  
 

Silent  Meditation 
 

“Back then, it would have been self-evident that food on the Lord’s Table cried out for 

a world in which there was ample food on all other tables. Later Christians, however, 

tamed and domesticated the event, so that rather than remaining a celebration of full 

liberation for all people, it was pressed into the service of the status quo and became a 

resource for inner calm rather than outer change.”   –Robert McAfee Brown 

 

“It is in food and drink offered equally to everyone that the presence of God and 

Jesus is found. But food and drink are the material bases of life, so the Lord’s 

Supper is political criticism and economic challenge as well as sacred rite and liturgical 

worship."   –John Dominic Crossan 
 

“The Eucharist is about inclusivity, and is both a protest and resistance to social 

exclusion. The Eucharist is where liturgy and life interact. It’s about real people who, 

nourished by the Word of God that is broken and shared, incarnate that Word in the 

here and now.”  – Margaret Scott. 



  

 
 
 
October 4, 2020, 10:55 AM 
 
Gathering Music  “In Christ, There Is No East or West”  arr. M. Hassell 

(MCKEE) 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Fred Robinson 

  and Offertory Invitation 
One:   May the Spirit of the Living Christ be with you all!  
Many: And also with you.  

 
Introit “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!” arr. J. Bell 

Caribbean melody 
 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! (3x) 
Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 



 Call to Worship Cheri Dennis 
One: We gather today as the people of God, as a community of Christ's 

followers.  
Many: We are gathered for a joyful feast, hosted by Jesus Christ.  
One: All who are hungry will find the bread of life here.  
Many: All who thirsty will find a fountain of grace here.  
One: All who are lost will find safety here.  
Many: All who are lonely will find a friend here.  
One: All who are broken will find healing here.  
Many: All who have been wandering will find a home here.  
One: We gather today asking where in the world shall we serve our God?  
Many: At home and school and business place – in this community and 

throughout every land.  
One: How in the world shall we serve our God?  
Many: By working toward justice where there is oppression, by offering 

comfort where there is pain, by sharing love where there is 
hatred.  

One: Why in the world shall we serve our God?  
All: Because the Spirit beckons us, because Jesus calls us to enact our 

faith, because God gifts all for service in this world. 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

89TH
 ANNUAL HOMECOMING SUNDAY 

 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 



 
Hymn 72 “Here, O God, Your Servants Gather” TOKYO 

Japanese gagaku mode 
(Lisa will sing the first verse as a solo.) 

 
Lisa: Here, O God, your servants gather, hand we link in hand; 
 Looking toward our Savior’s cross, joined in love we stand. 
 As we seek the realm of God, we unite to pray: 
 Jesus, Savior, guide our steps, for you are the Way. 
 
All: Many are the tongues we speak, scattered are the lands, 
 Yet our hearts are one in God, one in love’s demands. 
 In despair our hope appears, calling age and youth: 
 Jesus, Teacher, dwell with us, for you are the Truth.  
 
 Nature’s secrets open wide, changes never cease; 
 Where, O where, can weary souls find the source of peace? 
 Unto all those sore distressed, torn by endless strife: 
 Jesus, Healer, bring your balm, for you are the Life. 
 
 Grant, O God, an age renewed, show us how love thrives, 
 Help us as we work and pray, send us for our lives 
 Truth and courage, faith and power needed in our strife: 
 Jesus, Leader, be our Way, be our Truth, our Life. 

 
 
 
Moment in Missions – Neighbors in Need 
https://youtu.be/yB3kTFyItHY 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/yB3kTFyItHY


Song “Malo! Malo! Thanks Be to God” Jesse Manibusan  
(This is a call and response song giving thanks in many languages. 

Jon and Henry will sing first, then respond with bold phonetic spelling.) 
 

Refrain: 
Tongan: Malo! Malo! Thanks be to God!  
  Mah-loh! Mah-loh! Thanks be to God! 
Portuguese: Obrigado! Alleluia!  
  O-bree-ga-doh! Alleluia! 
Spanish/Korean: Gracias! Kam sa ham ni da!   
  Grah-seeahs! Kahm sah hahm nee dah! 
Tongan: Malo! Malo! Thanks be to God!  
  Mah-loh! Mah-loh! Thanks be to God! 
 
Verse 1: 
Chamoru: Si Yu’us See joos 
 maa’se! mah-ah-sih! 
Indonesian: Terima Three-mah 
 kasih! kah-seeh! 
Tagalog: Maraming Mah-rah-meeng 
 salamat! sah-lah-maht! 
German: Danke schön! Dahn-kuh shuh(r)n! 
Polish: Dzię kuję!  Jehn-koo-yeh! 
 We thank you, Lord! We thank you, Lord!  (R) 
 
Verse 2: 
Creole: Mési Meh-see 
 bokou! boh-koo! 
Mandarin: Xie xie! Shee-eh shee-eh! 
Japanese: Arigatō! Ah-ree-gah-toh! 
Italian: Grazie! Grah-tsee-eh! 
Vietnamese: Cám ỏn! Gahm urn!    
 We thank you, Lord! We thank you, Lord!  (R) 

 
Pastoral Prayer Fred Robinson 
 
Prayer Response “Mayenziwe (Your Will Be Done)” arr. J. Bell 
 South African melody 
 

Mayenziwe ‘ntando yakho. (5x) 
(Your will be done on earth, O Lord.) 



New Testament Reading Psalm 19: 7-14 Keith Dennis 
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 
   the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; 
   the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 
   the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; 
   the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; 
   the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
   sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover by them is your servant warned;  
   in keeping them there is great reward. 
But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults. 
Keep back your servant also from the insolent; 
   do not let them have dominion over me. 
Then I shall be blameless and innocent of great transgression. 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
   be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.  
 
One:    May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
Many:  Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
 
Anthem “Instruments of Your Peace” D. Dearman 

Lisa Cloninger, soloist 
 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let your love increase. 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Walls of pride and prejudice shall cease, 
When we are your instruments of peace. 

 
Where there is hatred, we will sow your love. 
Where there is injury, we will never judge. 
Where there is striving, we will speak your peace. 
To the people crying for release, we will be your instruments of peace. 
 
Where there is blindness, we will pray for sight. 
Where there is darkness, we will shine your light. 
Where there is sadness, we will bear their grief. 
To the millions crying for release, we will be your instruments of peace. 

 
 



Gospel Lesson 1 Corinthians 11: 17-34 Fred Robinson 
Now in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you 
come together it is not for the better but for the worse. For, to begin with, 
when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you; 
and to some extent I believe it. Indeed, there have to be factions among you, 
for only so will it become clear who among you are genuine. When you come 
together, it is not really to eat the Lord’s supper. For when the time comes to 
eat, each of you goes ahead with your own supper, and one goes hungry and 
another becomes drunk. What! Do you not have homes to eat and drink in? Or 
do you show contempt for the church of God and humiliate those who have 
nothing? What should I say to you? Should I commend you? In this matter I do 
not commend you! 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, 
saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be answerable for the body and blood of the 
Lord. Examine yourselves, and only then eat of the bread and drink of the 
cup. For all who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and drink 
judgement against themselves. For this reason, many of you are weak and ill, 
and some have died. But if we judged ourselves, we would not be judged. But 
when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be 
condemned along with the world. 
So then, my brothers and sisters, when you come together to eat, wait for one 
another. If you are hungry, eat at home, so that when you come together, it 
will not be for your condemnation. About the other things I will give 
instructions when I come. 
 

One:    May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
Many:  Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
 
Sermon “Communion as Community” Fred Robinson 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Words of Invitation  Fred Robinson 

 
Prayer of Consecration 
 
Words of Institution  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
Hymn “Song of Hope” CANTO DE ESPERANZA 

Argentine folk melody 
 

Lisa and Jon:  Dios de la esperanza, danos gozo y paz. 
Al mundo en crisis, habla tu verdad. 
Dios de la justicia, mandanos tu luz, 
Luz y esperanza en la oscuridad.  
 
Oremos por la paz.  Cantemos de tu amor. 
Luchemos por la paz.  Fielies, a Ti, Señor. 

 
May the God of hope go with us every day,  
Filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 
May the God of justice speed us on our way,  
Bringing light and hope to every land and race. 
 
Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all; 
Working for a world that’s new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call.

 
Benediction  Fred Robinson 
 

Benediction Response 581      WORLD PEACE PRAYER 

 Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,  
From despair to hope, from fear to trust,  
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace;  
Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world,  
Let peace fill our universe. 

 
Postlude “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises” PELO TSO RONA 
 South African melody 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 



 
 

THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME 

 
UPDATE TO THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS 
September 4, 2020 
  
Dear Holy Covenant United Church of Christ community: 
  
We very much look forward to being together in worship but, in good conscious, we can only take that 
step when we can do so safely. We miss worshiping and having fellowship together as a congregation. 
Quarantine has been hard on all of us. In the meantime, the COVID-19 Response Team has been 
thinking creatively about some outdoor gatherings such as a Vesper Service and a parking lot picnic. We 
will revisit these ideas when the Governor of North Carolina moves us to Phase 3 at which time more 
people will be allowed to gather. However, we have concluded that it is NOT yet time to return to in-
person worship and will reassess that decision around Thanksgiving.   
  
Our decision is based on the following reasons: 

 Social distancing of at least 6 feet is recommended. This means the sanctuary will hold many 
fewer attendees than pre-COVID-19. 

 Singing can project an airborne spray of tiny droplets that travel farther than 6 feet and hang in the 
air longer than the droplets resulting from talking in a normal voice. This means not being able to 
sing as a congregation or assemble a choir although we will certainly provide music. 

 Wearing masks will be necessary, even after the Governor's order expires, because we have many 
in our community who are particularly vulnerable to COVID-19, given underlying medical conditions 
and age. 

 Entering and leaving the building will have to be monitored in order to help keep social distancing 
during the process. 

 Children are not apt to be true to social distancing.  
 There can be no hugging, even in the parking lot, except by family members living together. 
 If we reconvene while only 25 people are allowed in the building, and we have two pastors, a 

musician, and a sound system operator, that limits attendees to 21. No one wants to be the one 
standing at the door telling the 22nd person who arrived that they cannot come in.  

 
It is our responsibility as a church to ensure health and safety. While we are committed to getting back to 
in-person worship as soon as reasonably possible, as you can see, that time is not now based on the 
limitations listed above.  
  
Enjoy our streaming services this fall. Even after we restart in-person worship we will continue to offer 
virtual activities such as live streaming worship and Zoom meetings (e.g. Sojourners' Class, Bible Study 
and our periodic WISE meetings). We will provide an update before Thanksgiving regarding how we will 
celebrate Advent, what the New Year will look like, and when we will have the opportunity to worship in 
person again. 
. 
  

Sincerely, 
  

Fred Robinson, Interim  Senior Pastor 
Fredrick@HolyCovenantUCC.org 
  
Tom Magraw, Consistory President 
TomM@HolyCovenantUCC.org 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 
 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT  

mailto:Fredrick@HolyCovenantUCC.org
mailto:TomM@HolyCovenantUCC.org


 

Join us live Sundays in worship at 10:55am 
http://holycovenantucc.org/virtual-hc/ 

 

WE COULDN'T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Lisa Cloninger, Brian Hankins, Dorrie Hankins, Henry Hankins,  

Laura Hankins, Kathleen Smith, Felicia Robinson 
 
 

VIRTUAL GATHERING! STARTING AT NOON TODAY 
You are invited to join your church family for a Virtual After Service Gathering via Zoom TODAY AT 
NOON.. This is not a meeting. There’s no business to discuss. No decisions to make. We just need to 
see each other’s beautiful faces and hear each other’s voices. And you are invited to virtually share 
your favorite finger food, or not. No pressure. Just sign on and say “hello”.  

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87093761929?pwd=QWhXeVVmSmNlMVMxOXNvSVV
aekJtUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 870 9376 1929  Passcode: 381399 

 
REACH THE PASTOR 
During this pandemic, Pastor Fred still keeps office hours. Although setting up an appointment to 
meet me in the office is not a possibility at this time, you can still arrange a meeting with me through 
Zoom or a regular phone call. I invite you to reach out if you have questions, just want to chat, catch 
up or to discuss a personal matter. If you wish to meet via Zoom, contact the church at 704-599-9810 
and a meeting will be arranged. Or if you wish to reach me by phone, call 770-344-8002. The same 
goes for Pastor Cheri. Her contact number is 704-519-6016 and a Zoom meeting can be arranged 
with her as well.  
 
NEIGHBORS IN NEED (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that 
supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds 
support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the 
UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC 
churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects 
whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic 
injustice. This year, special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant 
neighbors and communities.  
 
Holy Covenant will receive the NIN offering today part of our World Communion Sunday observance.  
Please check out our Designated Funds options of giving online, https://holycovenantucc.org/give-2/. 
 
Houston teens learn wage activism from working adults like them 
This summer, with a grant from the United Church of Christ's Neighbors in Need offering, 24 high 
school students from an economically challenged Houston neighborhood learned about activism and 
carried out a local campaign for a $15 minimum-wage law. 
  
The idea came from the basic insight that many Houston residents find it hard to make ends meet, 
especially workers in fast-food and other service industries. The Rev. Darnell Fennell serves some of 
those people in both his callings. He is pastor of Just Love Church, affiliated with the UCC and the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). He also teaches high school social studies. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=eqzfahabb.0.0.qggrqxcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fholycovenantucc.org%2Fvirtual-hc%2F
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87093761929?pwd=QWhXeVVmSmNlMVMxOXNvSVVaekJtUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87093761929?pwd=QWhXeVVmSmNlMVMxOXNvSVVaekJtUT09
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=txyqd8abb.0.0.qggrqxcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucc.org%2Ffaq_what_is_caim
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=txyqd8abb.0.0.qggrqxcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fholycovenantucc.org%2Fgive-2%2F


With a background in community organizing, Fennell knows people don't have to sit still for economic 
injustice. He knows the wider UCC feels the same, as seen in statements such as a 2017 General 
Synod resolution, "A More Just Economy: $15 Minimum Wage, Living Wages and Job Creation." So 
he sought the NIN grant to introduce young people to local activists in the national Fight for $15 wage 
campaign and involve them in learning by doing. 
 
CHRISTIAN ED: CONFIRMATION CLASSES STARTING SOON 
Calling all 6th through 10th graders!! Hear ye, hear ye, parents and grandparents! A Confirmation 
class via Zoom will start Tuesday, Nov. 3 at 7 PM and continue every other week. Kids do not have to 
be regular attenders at Holy Covenant. We hope this will be a supportive discussion group. More 
information to follow. Contact Jo Ann Jellison at joannjellison@yahoo.com or 804-937-1180. 
 
 
MISSIONS & JUSTICE TEAM: CHARLOTTE'S C.R.O.P. WALK FOR HUNGER 2020 
This year the annual Charlotte CROP Walk on October 11 will be a virtual walk, in which we can 
walk in our own neighborhood or nearest park, either alone or in a small group.  The need is great 
this year. 25% of all donations will stay in Mecklenburg County and be split between Loaves & 
Fishes, Second Harvest Food Bank and Crisis Assistance Ministries. If you want to participate, please 
email or call Tina Dickens, taichitina@gmail.com / 704.965.7708.  Donations can be made to the 
HC team online at:  https://www.crophungerwalk.org/charlottenc/TinaDickens. If you prefer to 
mail a check, please send me an email and I will send you my address.  Thank you in advance! 
 
DIAPER DISTRIBUTION MINISTRY 
We have completed our September distribution with much success.  
Contributions from Presbyterian Women, and MAP exceeded $2500, and 
with your help we are approaching $3000.  We are well on the way to our 
goal of supporting this ministry through December 2020.   
Donations, in any amount, can be designated by 
visiting holycovenantucc.org/give-2/ and choosing Diaper Distribution 
Ministry under the Designated Gifts Fund.  Many thanks to all who have 
supported this ministry! 
 
WISE TEAM: LET NATURE REPLENISH YOU! 
Research shows that time in nature is very positive for our mental health.  Nature is complex and so 
absorbs our attention; what a lovely antidote to much of the noise around us now.  When we're in 
natural settings our blood pressure and heart rate slow and metabolic processes regulate.  And on a 
deep level we have a sense of "home," since for most of our time as a species we have evolved and 
lived on the land. Given that we're a social species, if we can share that time in nature with friends, so 
much the better. 
  
If you've been missing time at church, including contact with friends and time in our lovely natural 
setting, here is an opportunity for you:    
Would you like to go for a get together for a modest walk in the 
 woods with a small group of the congregation?  We will be 
social distanced; We will each wear a mask. Saturday, 
October 10th; 11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. rain or shine. We 
have space for 6 mask wearing folks.  If you are interested 
please call Tom Magraw at (704) 614-5405.  It will be first 
come, first served.    
  
As a part of our outreach and mission please consider donating 
a non-perishable food item for the local food pantry.   
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TRANSITION TEAM: REPORT ON THE HERITAGE QUESTIONNAIRE 
As the Transition Team continues our work, we would like to share with the congregation a summary 
report of the responses to the Heritage Questionnaire sent out in June and July. This report will 
inform our work in drafting the church profile. Please see the Heritage Questionnaire Summary 
Report, with thanks from the Transition Team to all who responded. 
 
MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY WEDNESDAYS AT 12:15PM 
All are welcomed to join our weekly Bible Study through the Book of Acts.  
We'll explore how this text speaks to us today. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81830620353?pwd=QUNmS0dMdEV5K1BRd2VmMWp
FQllVQT09 
Lead by Pastor Fred Robinson, Fredrick@holycovenantucc.org. 
 
 
SOJOURNERS CLASS - NOT YOUR TYPICAL BIBLE STUDY  
SUNDAYS AT 9:45AM 
All are invited to join the Sojourners Class on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am via Zoom. We are 
currently discussing Revolution of Values by Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove. Questions, contact Cheri 
Dennis at cherid@holycovenantucc.org. 
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87673409762? 
pwd=VnVGZDNTOEtycnoycWJ6RTVkTjF4UT09 
Meeting ID: 876 7340 9762 
Passcode: 523903 
 
RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN   
If any Holy Covenant families or friends are interested in receiving 
supplemental materials and activities for children, please contact Laura 
Allison at Education@holycovenantucc.org. 
 
OTHER WAYS TO GET AND/OR GIVE SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS 

 https://www.wfae.org/post/charlotte-talks-digital-divide-existed-covid-19-now-its-crisis-
level 

 Classroom Central has a number of remote volunteer opportunities.  
https://classroomcentral.org/remote-volunteer-opportunities/ 

 Spread the word with families to fill out the free and reduced application form found here. 
Students who qualify will get five lunches and breakfasts FREE each week.  

 
 

If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to 
 prayers@holycovenantucc.org. 

Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, Tom & Kathy Habel, Julie Klever, Helen Lambert, Karen Long, Irene 
Mikkelson, Rick & Cheryl Milam, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reedy Powell, Jerry & Marion Rhyne, 
Yvette Stewart-Ross, Mamie Stokes, Anita Taylor 

Friends & Family Members 
The Family of Roshani Parikh (Nishi Griffin) 
Gretchen & Chris Calder (Martha Bomely), David & Cecelia Griffin (JP Griffin), Henry Hildebrand (Bill 
& Connie Hildebrand), Will Hong (Jim Hong), George Jongeling (Darline Warren), Bob Lyon (Melissa 
Noll), Robert Marcial (Aida Marcial), Michael Morse (Beth & Ed Sharp), Thibault Ossenbühl (Melissa 
Noll), Roshani Parikh (Nishi Griffin), Nick Pernice (Dawn Simmons), Vernon & Andrea Powell (Robert 
Shepherd), Darrell & Jackie Reichert, Jeff (Diane Neese), Lauren Reisenberger (Ida Mangione), 
Renee & Aiden Rohn (Debbie Davis), John & Marisa Sizemore (Tina Ettesen), Gene Sullivan (Jason 
Sullivan), Kathryn Vickery (Ed Vickery), Wanda Williams (John Rapp) 
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