
    

Jesus, the Light of the World 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Holy Covenant UCC 
 

    Silent Meditation 

"God never gives someone a gift they are not capable of receiving. 

If He gives us the gift of Christmas, it is because we all  

have the ability to understand and receive it.”  

— Pope Francis 

 

“It is Christmas in the heart that puts Christmas in the air.”  

— W.T. Ellis 

 

“Want to keep Christ in Christmas? Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 

forgive the guilty, welcome the unwanted, care for the ill, love your 

enemies, and do unto others as you would have done unto you.”  

― Steve Maraboli 

 



 
 
 
 
 
December 24, 2020, 6PM  
 
Prelude “Away in a Manger” arr. J. Koerts 
 Kathleen Smith, Dawn Robinson, piano duet 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Fred Robinson 

  and Offertory Invitation 
One:   May the Spirit of the Living Christ be with you all!  
Many: And also with you.  

 
Introit “Manger Carol” L. Sowerby 

Cheri Dennis, Henry Hankins, Laura Hankins, Meg Houlihan, soloists 
 
Here betwixt ass and oxen mild, sleep, sleep, sleep my little child. 
Angels from on high hover in the sky,  
Keeping watch above the incarnate God of love. 
 
Here in the crib, secure from harms, sleep, sleep, in your mother’s arms. 
Angels from on high hover in the sky,  
Keeping watch above the incarnate God of love. 
 
Here betwixt rose and shining light, sleep, sleep, sleep my child tonight. 
Angels from on high hover in the sky,  
Keeping watch above the incarnate God of love. 
 
On this fair night of holy joy, sleep, sleep, sleep my little one. 
Angels from on high hover in the sky,  
Keeping watch above the incarnate God of love. Amen.  



 Call to Worship Cheri Dennis 
One: We light this candle of hope to remind us that you will meet us, even 

in the mess of our world.  Hope that you can still see us, though we 
feel we are lost in the rubble. 

Many: Let this be the guide that brings us to Emmanuel once more. 
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One: We light this candle of peace in our belief that the God we worship 
is not far from us and that we can clear the way for that God to 
come and dwell with us. 

Many: Let this be our sign of faith that peace is coming. 
One: We light this candle of joy as a sign of the beautiful things of this 

season – not just the things that glitter and flash, but the deeper 
things, the beauty of the heart and the soul, the beauty of the love 
shared in service and hospitality. 

Many: Let this be our sign that joy will fill our hearts. 
One: We light this candle of love with love in our hearts for the nearness 

of God.  Even when we forget to listen, to lean into that presence, 
God is a close as our own breath. 

Many: Let this be our assurance that love is coming. 
 
Hymn 125 “Angels We Have Heard on High” GLORIA 
 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, echo back their joyous strains. 

 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.  Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song. (R) 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
Come adore on bended knee, God, our world now entering. (R) 

 
Welcoming Hope & Peace Matthew 12:17-21 Cheri Dennis 
This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah:  "Here is 
my servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved, with whom my soul is well 
pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the 
Gentiles.  He will not wrangle or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the 
streets.  He will not break a bruised reed or quench a smoldering wick until he 
brings justice to victory.  And in his name the Gentiles will hope." 
  
 John 14:27 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.  
 
Let us welcome hope and peace into our lives! 
 



Anthem “Away in a Manger” arr. C. Bara 
Meg Houlihan, soloist 

 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awake,  
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes, 
I love you, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle ‘til morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with you there.  

 
Welcoming Joy & Love John 15:9-13, 17 Cheri Dennis 
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 
commandments and abide in his love.  I have said these things to you so that 
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. "This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one another.  
 
Let us welcome joy and love into our lives! 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle Cheri Dennis 
Four weeks ago we started this Advent journey by lighting four candles. 
Candles of hope, peace, joy and love. Four promises offered to us by God and 
all of them fulfilled in this one we light tonight: the Christ candle. In Christ we 
find the hope of transformation, the peace that follows justice, the joy of the 
service in community, and the love that encompasses us in diversity, 
empowering us to make our unique contribution to the world.  

One: Rejoice, a Savior is born. 
Many: A Savior is born, indeed. Joy to the world! 

 
 
 



Anthem  “Candle in the Night”     R. C. Clatterbuck  
Lisa Cloninger, Cheri Dennis, duet 
Henry Hankins, Meg Houlihan, duet 

 
Candle in the night, flickering in the darkness, 
Shepherds bow before your feeble glow. 
Holy Child of God, little child of Mary, 
Light incarnate, come so long ago, a candle in the night. 
 
To a blind and seeking world, the Light descended from above. 
Full of truth and full of grace,  
Expression of the Parent’s love, a candle in the night. 
 
Lord of life and light, morning of redemption, 
Born to overthrow the night of sin. 
Dawn within our hearts, fill us with your glory, 
Light who leads us back to God again, Lord of life and light. 
 
To a blind and seeking world, the Light descended from above. 
Full of truth and full of grace,  
Expression of the Parent’s love, Lord of life and light. 
Candle in the night 

 
Welcoming the Christ Child Luke 2: 1-8 Fred Robinson 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house 
and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
 
Let us welcome Christ into our lives! 
 
Song  “O Holy Night” J. S. Dwight 

Dorrie Hankins, soloist 
 
Prayer Cheri Dennis 



 
 
Song “Born in the Night” MARY’S CHILD 
 

Born in the night, Mary’s Child, a long way from your home; 
Coming in need, Mary’s Child, born in a borrowed room. 
 

Clear shining light, Mary’s Child, your face lights up our way. 
Light of the world, Mary’s Child, dawn on our darkened day.  
 

Truth of our life, Mary’s Child, you tell us God is good. 
Yes, it is true, Mary’s Child, shown on your cross of wood. 
 

Hope of the world, Mary’s Child, you’re coming soon to reign. 
God of the earth, Mary’s Child, walk in our streets again. 

 
Invitation Fred Robinson 
On this holy night—in your homes, in your living rooms—you are invited to the 
Communion table of welcome. Struggle, hardships, tiredness also have a place 
here, so do dreams and hopes. As we break bread together you are invited to 
receive the Living Christ through the bread and the cup at this table. You are 
invited to lay your burdens down, so that you may sing and dance in hope, 
peace, joy and love. You are invited! 
 
Confession and Thanksgiving Fred Robinson 

One: Holy One, You sent Jesus into a world where children are at risk; 
where they, Holy Innocents, suffer, and their parents, like Rachel, 
weep for them. When we forget that The Holy Family was a poor 
family:  

Many: Lord, have mercy. 
One: When we forget that The Holy Family was a refugee family:  
Many: Christ, have mercy.  
One: When we forget that The Holy Family was an immigrant family:  
Many: Lord, have mercy. Forgive us, O God, and lead us to recognize 

your Holy Child in the places of greatest need.  
One: We give you thanks, O Holy One,  
Many: For Jesus as a man who laughed and loved, wept and healed, and 

spoke your Word to this world so that we might know the passion 
of your love.  

One: We give you thanks, O Holy One,  
Many: For Jesus Christ, who died to free us from that which binds, and 

rose so that our tombs may be opened to the promise of new life.  

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 



Sharing of the Elements Fred Robinson 
 
Prayer after Communion Fred Robinson 
Wondrous God, through the bread and the cup, the gift of Christ’s life, we are 
brought near to you and one another. Let us rejoice as we turn to you with 
grateful hearts. Let us be made whole. Amen.  
 
Gift in Song “Night of Silence” D. Kantor 

Kathleen Smith, Lisa Cloninger, duet 
 

Cold are the people, winter of life,  
We tremble in shadows this cold endless night, 
Frozen in the snow lie roses sleeping, flowers that will echo the sunrise, 
Fire of hope is our only warmth, weary, its flame will be dying soon. 
 

Voice in the distance, call in the night,  
On wind you enfold us you speak of the light, 
Gentle on the ear you whisper softly, rumors of a dawn so embracing, 
Breathless love awaits darkened souls, soon will we know of the morning. 
 

Spirit among us, shine like the star, 
Your light that guides shepherds and kings from afar, 
Shimmer in the sky so empty, lonely, rising in the warmth of your own love, 
Star unknowing of night and day, Spirit, we wait for the loving One. 

  
Congregational Candle Lighting (from 12/24/2019) 
 
Closing Carol “Silent Night”  

 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,  
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born, Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night, Child of God, love’s pure light, 
Radiant beams from your holy face  
Bring the dawn of redeeming grace; 
Jesus Lord at your birth, Jesus Lord at your birth. 



 
Benediction Fred Robinson 
 
Postlude “I Wonder as I Wander” comp. John Jacob Niles 

Kim Tyler, oboe, Bill Tyler, French horn 
 

(Songs in this service are used by Permission. CCLI License #11439355; CSPL164710) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE COULDN'T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 
Lisa Cloninger, Brian Hankins, Henry Hankins, Dorrie Hankins 

Laura Hankins, Meg Houlihan, Kathleen Smith 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

 
This is typically a stressful time of year and has been made worse by COVID and social 
distancing. Here are a couple of quick self-calming and coping strategies that can help. 
 
We have all heard to "take a deep breath". This involves slowing and deepening one's 
breathing. Stop, inhale slowly for the count of 4, hold your breath briefly and then exhale for 4 
seconds. Repeat several times. This increases oxygen in your system which is a natural 
relaxant (and it's free with no side effects!). 
 
Another self-calming strategy is a very brief (2-3 minute) mindfulness exercise. If possible, go 
outdoors and find a comfortable place to stand or sit. Then focus first on what you can see. 
Notice the trees, leaves on the ground, bushes, houses. Then focus on what you can hear - 
the wind in the trees, bird calls, traffic, etc. Third, notice smells. Every season has its own 
smell and winter can include the smell of earth and a sharp tang in the air. Finally, notice your 
body: how it feels to stand or sit, the cold on your skin, how your clothing feels, your feet 
inside your shoes. It is hoped that you will feel less tension after this exercise focused on the 
present moment - and not on worries and 'what if's'. Repeat often! 
 
There is also mindful walking which involves focusing on your senses while walking. Mindful 
walking has been shown to enhance the experience and benefits of walking. 
 
 
YEAR-END GIVING 
Holy Covenant's fiscal year ends on Thursday, December 31 so any contributions for 2020 or 
prepayments for 2021 must be received at the church by noon on the last day of this year, or 
postmarked on or before 12/31/2020 if being mailed; please use the secure address of  
Holy Covenant UCC, PO Box 481285,  
Charlotte NC 28269 
Questions about year-end contributions, stock gifts or electronic giving may be directed to Dawn 
Simmons at office@holycovenantucc.org.  We are very grateful for the generosity of all at Holy 
Covenant! 
 
Holiday office hours: 
Closed Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
The church office will be opened December 31 until noon, and will be closed on New Year's Day. 
 
 
 
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 
 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT  
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ANGEL TREE GIVING 
Last year, we gave gifts to 15 residents at Pelican Care Facility.  This year, your generosity allowed 
us to give gifts to every resident in the entire nursing home (83 in all!) Thank you so much for jumping 
in and making the season Merry for a whole lot of people! 
 
 

 
COOKIES FOR OUR NEIGHBORS! 
The Racial Justice and Equity team at Holy Covenant would like to thank  
those who have provided 260 cookies (22 dozen) for A Roof Above! 

 

 
SOJOURNERS CLASS - 
NOT YOUR TYPICAL BIBLE STUDY 
The Sojourners Class is reading and discussing the Rev. Dr. William Barber'sbook The Third 
Reconstruction; How a Moral Movement is Overcoming the Politics of Division and Fear. This 
Sunday, Dec. 27, we'll be discussing chapter 6. Everyone is welcome to join us. If you aren't able to 
purchase the book (available on Amazon, Kindle, Audible and other places) before Sunday, please 
contact Cheri Dennis (704-519-6016, cherid@holycovenantucc.org) and she can email a copy to 
you. 
Click here to join the Zoom meeting.  Or use Meeting ID: 876 7340 9762 Passcode: 523903 
 
MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM 
We will break until January 6th. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cherid@holycovenantucc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=ymc4bgbbb.0.0.qggrqxcab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87673409762%3Fpwd%3DVnVGZDNTOEtycnoycWJ6RTVkTjF4UT09


REACH THE PASTORS 
Pastor Fred Robinson, 770-344-8002, frecrick@holycovenantucc.org 
Pastor Cheri Dennis 704-519-6016, cherid@holycovenantucc.org 
 
If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to 
prayers@holycovenantucc.org. 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Members 

Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, Tom & Kathy Habel, Helen Lambert, Sharon Landis, Karen Long, 
Irene Mikkelson, Rick & Cheryl Milam, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reedy Powell, Jerry & 
Marion Rhyne, Yvette Stewart-Ross, Mamie Stokes, Anita Taylor, Ed Vickery 
  

Friends & Family Members 
Linda Angstrom (Beth Sharp), Kathy & Dave Gibson (Jeff Edwards-Knight), David & Cecelia 
Griffin (JP Griffin), Cindy Hedrick (Barb Schneller), Henry Hildebrand (Bill & Connie 
Hildebrand), Will Hong (Jim Hong), George Jongeling (Darline Warren), Gene & Pat Judd 
(Will Judd), Bob Lyon (Melissa Noll), Linda Matkins (Robert Shepherd), Michael Morse (Beth 
& Ed Sharp), Jennifer Funderburk Owens (Diane Neese), Thibault Ossenbühl (Melissa Noll), 
Nick Pernice (Dawn Simmons), Vernon & Andrea Powell (Robert Shepherd), Darrell & Jackie 
Reichert, Jeff (Diane Neese), Lauren Reisenberger (Ida Mangione), John & Marisa Sizemore 
(Tina Ettesen), Kathryn Vickery (Ed Vickery), Wanda Williams (John Rapp) 
 
 
 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev. Fred Robinson, Interim Pastor 

fredrick@holycovenantucc.org 
 

Rev. Cheri Dennis, Interim Associate Pastor 
cherid@holycovenantucc.org 

 

Mr. Jon Weddell, M. Div., Minister of Music 
jon@holycovenantucc.org 

 

Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant 
office@holycovenantucc.org 

 
Holiday office hours: 

Closed Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
The church office will be opened December 31 until noon,  

and will be closed on New Year's Day. 

 

3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 
www.holycovenantucc.org     704-599-9810 
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