Silent Meditation
“Baptism is faith in action.”
– Watchman Nee
“The body of Christ was born to resist in love all that is the enemy of love.”
– Robin Meyers
“When you start with an understanding that God loves everyone,
justice isn’t very far behind.”
– Emilie Townes
"Baptism was more than a personal choice about one’s beliefs. It was a ritual that
incorporated initiates into a community and its sources of power.
As such, it was inseparable from social and political issues.”
– Rita Nakashima Brock & Rev. Dr. Rebecca Parkera

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
BAPTISM OF CHRIST
January 10, 2021, 10:55 AM
Prelude

“Be Now My Vision”

SLANE

Welcome and Announcements
Fred Robinson
and Offertory Invitation
One: May the Spirit of the Living Christ be with you all!
Many: And also with you.
Introit

“I Sing as I Arise Today”
Attributed to St. Patrick

 Call to Worship
Cheri Dennis
One: God of the Ages, inspire us with the lives of those before us:
Many: Those who have lived and served in faith, sharing your love with
all.
One: May you charge us with a vision to thrive and serve as an
encouraging witness for all on the journey of life.
Many: May we be a baptized community of welcome, caring for all; living
into what is yet to be.
One: Call us from our past, through the voices of our ancestors, in the
songs they have sung and the prayers they have spoken that have
shaped justice and peace within this congregation.
Many: Call us to a hope-filled future of faithful people bound in
covenant across cultures, continents, and confessions.
One: Grant us the courage to offer a transforming witness and
extravagant welcome to all.
Many: We give thanks, O Living God, for a transforming church where all
share the cost and joy of discipleship, where all receive the
promise of courage in the struggle for justice and peace.
All:
In this singular moment we become ready, ready to take with us
our stories from the past, and ready to look into the future, a
future filled with promise for all.

Hymn

“Here I Am, Lord”
Words & music by Daniel L Schutte

I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin
My hand will save.
I who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?
Here I am, Lord, Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people's pain.
I have wept for love of them,
They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
Give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them
Whom shall I send?
Here I am, Lord, Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
Children’s Message
Pastoral Prayer

Cheri Dennis
Fred Robinson

Special Music

“I Am Willing”
words & music by Holly Near

I am open and I am willing
To be hopeless would seem so strange
It dishonors those who go before us
So lift me up to the light of change
There
There
There
There

is hurting in my family
is sorrow in my town
is panic in the nation
is wailing the whole world round

I am open ...
May the children see more clearly
May the elders be more wise
May the winds of change caress us
Even though it burns our eyes
I am open ...
Give me
Give me
Give me
Give me

a mighty oak to hold my confusion
a desert to hold my fears
a sunset to hold my wonder
an ocean to hold my tears

I am open ...

Hebrew Reading

Psalm 29

Cheri Dennis

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;
worship the Lord in holy splendor.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the Lord, over mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is powerful;
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl,
and strips the forest bare;
and in his temple all say, ‘Glory!’
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.
May the Lord give strength to his people!
May the Lord bless his people with peace!
One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
Many: Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds.

Special Music

“I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel to Be Free”
words & music by Billy Taylor & Dick Dallas
Felicia Robinson, soloist

Gospel Lesson

Acts 19: 1-9

Fred Robinson

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions and came
to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you receive
the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have not
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ Then he said, ‘Into what then were you
baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ Paul said, ‘John baptized
with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who
was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.’ On hearing this, they were baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether
there were about twelve of them.
He entered the synagogue and for three months spoke out boldly, and argued
persuasively about the kingdom of God. When some stubbornly refused to
believe and spoke evil of the Way before the congregation, he left them, taking
the disciples with him, and argued daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus.
One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
Many: Thanks be to God. Open our ears, our hearts, our minds.
Sermon
Hymn 168

“Baptized Into What?”
“O Radiant Christ, Incarnate Word”

O radiant Christ, incarnate Word,
Eternal love revealed in time;
Come make your home within our hearts,
That we may dwell in light sublime.
Our bartered, busy lives burn dim,
Too tired to care, to numb to feel.
Come shine upon our shadowed world:
Your radiance bathes with power to heal.

Fred Robinson
WAREHAM

Your glory shone at Jordan’s stream,
The font where we were born anew.
Attune your church to what you near;
Illumine all we say and do.
O Light of Nations, fill the earth;
Our faith and hope and love renew.
Come, lead the peoples to your peace,
As stars once led the way to you.
Benediction

Fred Robinson

Benediction Response

by Holly Near

I am open and I am willing
To be hopeless would seem so strange
It dishonors those who go before us
So lift me up to the light of change
Postlude

Kathleen Smith
(Songs in this service are used by Permission. CCLI License #11439355; CSPL164710)

WE COULDN'T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF:
Lisa Cloninger, Brian Hankins, Henry Hankins
Laura Hankins, Felicia Robinson, Kathleen Smith

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT

THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT

UPDATE TO THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS
December 4, 2020

Dear Holy Covenant Family,
As we continue to monitor the Coronavirus pandemic, it is time to provide you with another update.
Because of an uptick in cases everywhere, including in the Charlotte metro area, the HCUCC COVID19 Response Team has agreed that we will not likely have in-person worship until spring, at the
earliest. Along with the rest of the nation, we are excited about the two or three Coronavirus vaccines
that hold promise. However, because the general population will have to wait for months before being
able to get immunized against the virus, the CDC expects cases to continue rising through the
winter.
In the meantime, the COVID-19 Response Team continues to consider ways in which we can safely
be together as a congregation. For instance, we recently allowed members to drive through the
parking lot to pick up Advent candle kits. Unfortunately, some earlier ideas, such as a Vespers
Service and a parking lot picnic, had to be cancelled because of a rapid rise in the number of cases.
Of course, we will revisit this issue and see how things are faring in the spring.
We encourage you to continue to be a part of our online worship services. In addition to our
Sojourners classes, Wednesday Bible Study, Covenant Group meetings, and occasional WISE
events, we will be holding evening Advent Meditation services on Wednesdays at 7 pm until
December 16. Our Christmas Eve service will also be offered via ZOOM.
During this time of extended crisis, let us pray for our global family and those across our nation whose
lives and livelihoods continue to be impacted by this virus. Again, let's do everything we can to stay in
community and reach out to each other in love through phone calls, video chats, emails, text
messages and other creative ways. For this, God will be pleased.
Sincerely,
Fred Robinson, Interim Senior Pastor
Fredrick@HolyCovenantUCC.org
Tom Magraw, Consistory President
TomM@HolyCovenantUCC.org

COVID-19 Vaccination sign ups are now available for all seniors who are at least 75 years old.
You must sign up through the county, Atrium or Novant health systems to schedule an
appointment for your two vaccines. If you would like help in signing up or with transportation
to your vaccination, please reach out to Dawn in our office at office@holycovenantucc.org or
at (704) 599-9810 and she will have someone contact you as soon as possible to assist.
Please keep practicing the 3 Ws - wear a mask, wait six feet apart, wash your hands - until
everyone has a chance to get vaccinated.

This is typically a stressful time of year and has been made worse by COVID and social distancing.
Here are a couple of quick self-calming and coping strategies that can help.We have all heard to
"take a deep breath". This involves slowing and deepening one's breathing. Stop, inhale slowly for the
count of 4, hold your breath briefly and then exhale for 4 seconds. Repeat several times. This
increases oxygen in your system which is a natural relaxant (and it's free with no side effects!).
Another self-calming strategy is a very brief (2-3 minute) mindfulness exercise. If possible, go
outdoors and find a comfortable place to stand or sit. Then focus first on what you can see. Notice the
trees, leaves on the ground, bushes, houses. Then focus on what you can hear - the wind in the
trees, bird calls, traffic, etc. Third, notice smells. Every season has its own smell and winter can
include the smell of earth and a sharp tang in the air. Finally, notice your body: how it feels to stand or
sit, the cold on your skin, how your clothing feels, your feet inside your shoes. It is hoped that you will
feel less tension after this exercise focused on the present moment - and not on worries and 'what
if's'. Repeat often!
There is also mindful walking which involves focusing on your senses while walking. Mindful walking
has been shown to enhance the experience and benefits of walking.
MASK PROJECT CONTINUES THROUGH SPRING
The Racial Justice and Equity team wishes to commit to making/ supplying masks
through April for organizations that are in need. Those interested can help with
either purchased masks, or making homemade masks. Our goal is 100 masks per
month. Those wishing to sew - patterns are available. Contact Selma Taylor,
meshtaylor@twc.com for more information. We have supplied over 780 masks to
our local community to date! Most recently, masks have been delivered to
ourBridge for Kids, Carolina Refugee Resettlement Agency, and Dove's Nest. Our
former Associate Pastor, Barbara Thomas, is the Program Director for Dove's Nest, a cost-free
women's addiction recovery program here in Charlotte. All three organizations were very grateful for
the masks.
NEW VIRTUAL CONTACT TRACING APP IN NORTH CAROLINA
The SlowCOVIDNC app helps people know if they may have been
exposed to COVID-19. NCDHHS.Gov recommends everyone
download the app and share with friends and family; there are already
over 300,000 participants. If you test positive, simply enter your pin
into the app to notify close contacts to get tested.
Details are explained here in this YouTube video.
Download free - Apple App Store:
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/slowcovidnc/id1526471580
Download free - Google Play Store:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.nc.dhhs.exposurenotification&hl=en_US

LOOKING FOR THINGS TO DO?
Check out the church events calendar online at
http://holycovenantucc.org/events/
Ministry Team meetings, Covenant Group gatherings, virtual classes and bible studies and more!
CONFIRM NOT CONFORM: A DISCUSSION GROUP FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
We meet at 7:00 PM on every other Tuesday. It's not too late to join! "Confirm not Conform UCC" is
the guide for the discussions geared toward letting kids make up their own minds and allowing them
to see beliefs as changing throughout life. Contact Jo Ann Jellison at joannjellison@yahoo.com or
Dawn Robinson at drrobinson0415@gmail.com for more information and access to the Zoom
link. (We're having a good time! Guaranteed to put a smile on your face.)
MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM, WEDNESDAYS 12:15PM
Join us for Wednesday Noonday Bible Study. We’ll be studying the Book of Acts.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Click here to join the Zoom meeting.
SOJOURNERS CLASS NOT YOUR TYPICAL BIBLE STUDY, SUNDAYS 9:45AM
The Sojourners Class is reading and discussing the Rev. Dr. William Barber's
book The Third Reconstruction; How a Moral Movement is Overcoming the
Politics of Division and Fear. Everyone is welcome to join us. If you aren't able to
purchase the book (available on Amazon, Kindle, Audible and other places)
before Sunday, please contact Cheri Dennis (704-519-6016, cherid@holycovenantucc.org) and
she can email a copy to you.
Click here to join the Zoom meeting.
Or use Meeting ID: 876 7340 9762 Passcode: 523903

If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to
prayers@holycovenantucc.org.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Members
Melissa McQueen-Simmons and family in the death of her aunt, Denise McGill
Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, Tom & Kathy Habel, Helen Lambert, Sharon Landis, Karen Long, Irene
Mikkelson, Rick & Cheryl Milam, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reedy Powell, Jerry & Marion Rhyne,
Yvette Stewart-Ross, Mamie Stokes, Anita Taylor, Ed Vickery
Friends & Family Members
Joy Johnson and family in the death of her father, Aaron Johnson; Jack Saunders and family in the
death of his son, Patric Saunders (Jim Dwiggins), Joyce Lambert and family in the death of her
husband, Royce Lambert (Kathleen Wagner)
Linda Angstrom (Beth Sharp), Dana Bennett-Burch (Kathleen Wagner), Sharon Cevrier (Kathleen
Wagner), David & Cecelia Griffin (JP Griffin), Cindy Hedrick (Barb Schneller), Henry Hildebrand (Bill
& Connie Hildebrand), Will Hong (Jim Hong), George Jongeling (Darline Warren), Grady & Pat Judd
(Will Judd), Linda Lawyer (Sally Duffy), Bob Lyon (Melissa Noll), Linda Matkins (Robert Shepherd),
Caroline "Kitten" Moser (Joy Johnson), Michael Morse (Beth & Ed Sharp), Jennifer Funderburk
Owens (Diane Neese), Thibault Ossenbühl (Melissa Noll), Nick Pernice (Dawn Simmons), Vernon &
Andrea Powell (Robert Shepherd), Darrell & Jackie Reichert, Jeff (Diane Neese), Lauren
Reisenberger (Ida Mangione), John & Marisa Sizemore (Tina Ettesen), Kathryn Vickery (Ed Vickery),
Wanda Williams (John Rapp)

REACH THE PASTORS
Pastor Fred Robinson, 770-344-8002, fredrick@holycovenantucc.org
Pastor Cheri Dennis 704-519-6016, cherid@holycovenantucc.org

OUR MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Fred Robinson, Interim Pastor
fredrick@holycovenantucc.org
Rev. Cheri Dennis, Interim Associate Pastor
cherid@holycovenantucc.org
Mr. Jon Weddell, M. Div., Minister of Music
jon@holycovenantucc.org
Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant
office@holycovenantucc.org
Mailing address: PO Box 481285, Charlotte NC 28269

3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510
www.holycovenantucc.org 704-599-9810

