Silent Meditation
“You can find Calcutta anywhere in the world. You only need two eyes to see.
Everywhere in the world there are people that are not loved, people that are not
wanted nor desired, people that no one will help, people that are
pushed away or forgotten. And this is the greatest poverty.”
–Mother Teresa
“For I believe the crisis in the U.S. church has almost nothing to do with being liberal
or conservative; it has everything to do with giving up on the faith and discipline of our
Christian baptism and settling for a common, generic U.S. identity
that is part patriotism, part consumerism, part violence, and part affluence.”
--Walter Brueggemann, A Way Other than Our Own
“Large-scale or small, we are all called to a kind of public witness and work
on behalf of those whom society casts aside.”
– Nicole L. Johnson

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 16, 2021, 11am
Prelude

“Send Me Jesus (Thuma Mina)”

Welcome and Announcements
and Offertory Invitation
One: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Many: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Introit


“Give Me a Clean Heart”

M. Sedio
Fred Robinson

DOUROUX

Give me a clean heart so I may serve thee.
Lord, fix my heart so that I may be used by thee.
For I’m not worthy of all these blessings.
Give me a clean heart, and I’ll follow thee.

Call to Worship (Claudio Carvalhaes from “Liturgies from Below”)
Cheri Dennis
One:
Faced with pain that rips apart, we cry out in one voice,
Many: intercede with us, oh solidarity Lord.
One:
Faced with death that wounds, and marks with pain,
Many: give us the strength of an embrace and the peace that your love gives
us.
One:
Faced with injustice that kills and cries out for conversion,
Many: move us to transform the world and let all death become a song.
One:
In the face of desolation and crying, faced with impotence and
frustration,
Many: come to our side, sustain us with your life, Lord.
One:
You are the God of the poor, the One who sows hope,
Many: you are the God of solidarity, the One who gives love.
One:
You are God with us, the Eternal, the Great I am.
Many: God of the embrace, God of song, God who caresses, God who
strengthens, God who surrenders, God of action.
One:
O Lord of Solidarity: Your kingdom come to the mourner, lean your ear to
the cry,
All:
your [people] are coming to show your great love [and to be a
witness]!

Hymn

“I Love the Lord”

arr. R. Smallwood

I love the Lord, who heard my cry and pitied every groan.
Long as I live and troubles rise, I’ll hasten to God’s throne.
I love the Lord, who heard my cry and chased my grief away.
O let me heart no more despair while I have breath to pray.
Pastoral Prayer
Song

Fred Robinson
“Thank You, Lord”

Thank you, Lord. [3x] I just want to thank you, Lord.
Been so good. [3x] I just want to thank you, Lord.
Been my friend. [3x] I just want to thank you, Lord.
Children’s Message
Anthem

Cheri Dennis
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

arr. M. McDonald

Gospel Lesson
John 17:6-19
Cheri Dennis
‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know
that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from
you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because
they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in
them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so
that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your
name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except
the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am
coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy
made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated
them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I
am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from
the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the
world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the
world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so
that they also may be sanctified in truth.
One:
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for the
word of God within us.
Many: Alleluia! Thanks be to God.

Gift in Song

“Give Us This Day”

Felicia Robinson

Sermonic Scripture
Acts 1: 5-17
Fred Robinson
…for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not
many days from now.’
So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he
was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes
stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.’
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went
to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of
Jesus, as well as his brothers.
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered
about one hundred and twenty people) and said, ‘Friends, the scripture had to be
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became
a guide for those who arrested Jesus— for he was numbered among us and was
allotted his share in this ministry.’
One:
Many:
Sermon
Hymn

For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for the
word of God within us.
Alleluia! Thanks be to God.
“You Should Be a Witness”
“I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”

I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! (2x)
I’m gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! (2x)
I’m gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! (2x)
I’m gonna sing so God can use my anywhere, Lord, anytime! (2x)

Fred Robinson
I’M GONNA LIVE

Liturgy of Farewell
JoAnn Jellison
One:
Our church family is constantly changing. People come and go. Babies
are born. Children grow up. People commit themselves to one another.
Loved ones and friends among us come to the end of their lives.
Individuals move into our community and church life. Others leave us,
moving away to new places, new experiences, and new opportunities. It
is important and right that we recognize these times of passage, of
endings and beginnings. On January 1, 2020, Holy Covenant United
Church of Christ called Fredrick Robinson to serve as Interim Pastor.
Today we share the time of farewell with him as he moves on to new
opportunities.
Many:
We are sad to see him go, but we recognize that just as he has been
your gift to us, so now he goes as a gift to the wider community.
One:
We pray for each other now as our once parallel roads of pilgrimage
diverge.
Many:
We thank you for all we have done and learned and shared together.
One:
We pray for Fred as he moves back to his hometown Atlanta to pursue a
doctorate degree in ministry and to focus on new opportunities in
Christian ministry.
Many:
May he grow in your grace and in the knowledge of your love, so that
he may be a blessing to many. We pray for Holy Covenant, that you
will keep us faithful to the vision we have shared, and that you will
show us what we should do, how we should be, now that Fred is no
longer with us.
One:
As we part, we reaffirm that it has been your Spirit who brought us
together, your Spirit who has enlivened our fellowship.
Many:
your Spirit who goes with Fred and your Spirit who stays with us.
All:
Thanks be to God! Amen.
Liturgy of Farewell
Fred Robinson
Fred:
I thank Holy Covenant United Church of Christ, its members and friends,
for the love, kindness, and support shown me these last few years
starting with my call as Associate Pastor at the end of 2018. I ask
forgiveness for the mistakes I have made. I am grateful for the ways my
leadership has been accepted. As I leave, I carry with me all that I have
learned here.
Many:
We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and accept that you
are going forward to serve and minister in new ways. We express our
gratitude for your time among us. We ask your forgiveness for our
mistakes. Your influence on our faith and faithfulness will not leave
us at your departure.
Fred:
I forgive you and accept your gratitude, trusting that our time together
and our parting are pleasing to God.

Vows of Release
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Fred:
One:
Fred:

Faye Humphrey
(Representing the Southern Conference of the UCC)

Do you, the members and friends of Holy Covenant United Church of
Christ release Fredrick Robinson from the duties of Interim Pastor?
We do, with the help of God.
Do you offer your encouragement for his ministry as it unfolds in new
ways?
We do, with the help of God.
Do you, Fredrick Robinson release this local church from turning to you
and depending on you?
I do, with the help of God.
Do you offer your encouragement for the continued ministry here and on
the relationship with another who will come to serve?
I do, with the help of God.

Witness of the Conference
Faye Humphrey
One:
On behalf of the Southern Conference and the United Church of Christ, I
am witness to the words spoken: words of thankfulness, forgiveness, and
release. The member churches of our Association and Conference hold
each of you in prayer. We pledge our support in the transitions signified
in this service.
Many:
Thanks be to God.
One:
Let us pray.
All:
God, whose everlasting love for all is trustworthy, help each of us
trust the future which rests in your care. The time we were together
in your name saw our laughter and tears, our hopes and
disappointments. Guide us as we hold these cherished memories and
move in new directions, until that time to come when we are
completely one with you and with each other, in the name of Jesus
Christ we pray. Amen.
Presentation of Gifts from Holy Covenant
Benediction
Benediction Response
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Christ, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, without end, Amen. (3x)
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

Fred Robinson
GLORY TO GOD

Postlude

“Siyahamba”

arr. M. Sedio

(Songs in this service are used by Permission. CCLI License #11439355; CSPL164710)

WE COULDN'T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF:
Lisa Cloninger, Brian Hankins, Henry Hankins,
Laura Hankins, Meg Houlihan, Kathleen Smith

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT

THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME
Please check your email for in-person worship information and sign-ups.
FOLLOWING WORSHIP TODAY AT HCUCC
12:30- 2:00 PM
Please join us for an outdoor
farewell reception for Rev. Fredrick Robinson.
There will be a basket for cards, simple refreshments served,
and an opportunity to wish him well in graduate school
and Felicia success in her new job.
The Robinsons will be returning to their Atlanta, GA home.
CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES
If you, or someone you know, will be graduating soon, please contact the
office, office@holycovenantucc.org. We would love to have a photo, and
a short bio, so we can share the good news, and celebrate their success!
The Class of 2021 is Twenty Twenty Done!!
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY
The Michael G. Brooks Scholarship 2021-2022 Applications are now available.
The purpose of this Fund is to encourage Youth in both their educational growth as well as
their service to God. Scholarship funds of $2000 will be considered annually for all
applicants.






Obtain an application from the church office or download here
Complete and submit no later than June 1, 2021 to Cheri Dennis,
cherid@holycovenantucc.org.
Members of the Christian Education Team will review all applications.
Applicants will be notified no later than July 31, 2021.
Disbursement of scholarship fund will be made to the recipients' educational
organization by the Holy Covenant Financial Department upon receipt of the scholarship
funding, anticipated early August, 2021.

See application for additional information.

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING IN MAY
The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the shared commitment of people across
the United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. Conferences and the national
setting equally share the gifts given by members and friends through their local
Congregations. The funds raised support leadership development, new churches, youth
ministry, and innovation in existing congregations. By your generosity to this offering, you
build up the Body of Christ.

As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant new
churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth
and young adults. Contributions to this offering may be made during the month of May. If you
would like to contribute, you may do so by mail, or online. Please write STC in the memo line,
or in the NOTE field when giving online.
Mail a check securely to our Post Office Box::
Holy Covenant UCC
PO Box 481286
Charlotte, NC 28269
 Making your offering online through our website:
holycovenantucc.org/give/
 Try our new app in the My Church App. Download it here!
http://customchurchapps.com/my church-app/
 Find the GIVE button at the bottom of the home page, which will allow you to make a
one time, or recurring contribution of any amount, and designate where those funds are
to be used.
THANK YOU! Your support helps build our stories about how we are living out God's love and
expressing love of neighbor, children and creation, our 3 Great Loves.
In the UCC, May 16, 2021 is designated as Mental Health
Sunday. This story is one example of how Strengthen the
Church COVID-19 grants were used to support mental health:
“The (COVID) grant literally helped to save the life of one of
our members,” said the Rev. Troy Sanders. “During the
pandemic, it afforded us the opportunity to provide an online
weekly therapy support group with licensed professionals to
help our members cope with isolation, fear and other issues
triggered by COVID-19 and other social/economic
determinants of health.”
Because of those virtual check-ins, the Bishop-elect
of Rehoboth Fellowship of Atlanta UCC said the team
discovered that someone was suicidal and needed medical
attention. The church support network connected that person
to the help that saved a life.

Gifts to the Strengthen the Church offering, traditionally received on Pentecost Sunday,
support leadership development, new churches, youth ministry, and innovation in existing
congregations. In 2020, $150,000 in STC funds provided COVID-19 relief.
Praise God!
MeckMIN invites youth!
FROM THE RACIAL JUSTICE AND EQUITY COMMITTEE:
Since the ban on nondiscrimination ordinances expired on December 1, it is now possible for
Charlotte City Council to pass a nondiscrimination ordinance. Several groups have responded
to the tragic killings of two Black transgender women, Jaida Peterson and Remy Fennell, by
planning a "Protect Charlotteans Now" community gathering at the government center for May
24 at 6:00. Sponsoring organizations are the Charlotte LGBT Chamber of Commerce
(CLGTCC), LGBTQ Democrats of Mecklenburg County, Sunrise Movement Charlotte, the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and the National
Organization for Women (NOW). All community members are invited to attend in support. If
you want to support the effort, you can also sign the "Protect Charlotteans Now" petition here:
bit.ly/3vNokIy.

GREENING OUR FAITH COMMUNITIES SUMMIT
Clean Air Carolina, a statewide nonprofit with a mission to advocate for the health of North
Carolinians invites you to its first-ever
Greening Our Faith Communities Summit!
Thursday, May 20 | 1:00 - 5:00 PM
Friday, May 21 | 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM
Free to attend. Virtual event.
RSVP and Details Here

IN OUR OWN BACKYARD INTERFAITH YOUTH CAMP, JUNE 10-13, 2021
Rising 9th - 12th graders who participate will visit several houses of faith including the Hindu
Center, the Muslim Community Center of Charlotte, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and
the synagogues at Shalom Park. They'll have service opportunities at the Galilee Center and
Roof Above -- and an eye-opening tour led by staff at QC Family Tree. And, of course, they'll
have fun and lots of opportunities for conversation with a diverse group of new friends. Click
here for the flier. We've also planned two information sessions open to you, interested youth

and their parents or guardians. One will be held April 22 at 5 p.m. and the other on April 24 at
11 a.m. The attached flyer has full details. Contact LeDayne McLeese Polaski, Exec Dir of
MeckMIN, 704-965-9241
MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM, WEDNESDAYS *12:30PM*
NEW TIME! NEW LINK!
Join the discussion as we delve into the beginnings of Paul's missionary journey in the book of
Acts. Join the Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81153885298?pwd=ZXlzVG80Yko5N2dWNnloVG12ckJndz09
Meeting ID: 811 5388 5298 Passcode: 750474
SOJOURNERS CLASS - NOT YOUR TYPICAL BIBLE STUDY, SUNDAYS AT 9:45AM
Click here to join the Zoom meeting.
Meeting ID: 876 7340 9762 Passcode: 523903
RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN
If any Holy Covenant families or friends are interested in receiving supplemental materials and
activities for children, please contact Laura Allison at Education@holycovenantucc.org.

MECK. COUNTY OFFERS COVID-19 HOMEBOUND PROGRAM
Are you homebound due to an ongoing physical or metal disability and unable to travel to a
COVID-19 vaccination clinic? You may be eligible to receive the vaccine at your residence.
Complete the request form available on Mecklenburg County's vaccine web page
www.MeckNC.gov/COVID-19 OR CALL 980-314-9400.
If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to
prayers@holycovenantucc.org.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Members
Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, Tom & Kathy Habel, Helen Lambert, Karen Long, Irene Mikkelson,
Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reedy Powell, Jerry & Marion Rhyne, Cynthia Simpson, Mamie
Stokes, Anita Taylor, Debbie Winston
Friends & Family Members
Family and Friends in the sudden death of Rachel Angelo (Ed Vickery)
Louis & Bonnie (Kathleen Wagner), Linda Angstrom (Beth Sharp), Michael & Beth Bliss
(Robert Shepherd), Cecelia Ciciollo (Dominic Ciciollo), David & Cecelia Griffin (JP Griffin),
Cindy Hedrick (Barb Schneller), Henry Hildebrand (Bill & Connie Hildebrand), Will Hong (Jim
Hong), Bob Lyon (Melissa Noll), Nevin Milan (Kathleen Wagner), Thibault Ossenbühl (Melissa
Noll), Vernon & Andrea Powell (Robert Shepherd), Darrell & Jackie Reichert (Diane Neese),
Kathryn Vickery (Ed Vickery), Wanda Williams (John Rapp), Deborah Wingard (Melissa Noll)

Mailing address: PO Box 481285, Charlotte NC 28269

3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510
www.holycovenantucc.org 704-599-9810

