Silent Meditation
“Without Pentecost the Christ-event – the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus –
remains imprisoned in history as something to remember, think about and reflect on.
The Spirit of Jesus comes to dwell within us,
so that we can become living Christs here and now.”
~Henri Nouwen
“Too many churches have become mausoleums for the dead rather than
coliseums of praise for a living God. They have lost the spirit of Pentecost!
They have lost their enthusiasm. They have lost their joy for Jesus
and find themselves suffering from what William Willimon calls
“Institutional and spiritual Dry Rot.” If the Church is to survive the next millennium
it must recapture some of the praise and enthusiasm it had two millennia ago.”
~Carlyle Fielding
“And so this process [digital/virtual church] has helped me realize that …
we're all swimming in spirit, and it really doesn't matter whether we're swimming in the spirit
in the same room or over a webcam or over whatever.
We're still swimming in the same spirit.”
~Rev. Josh Scott

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
PENTECOST SUNDAY
May 23, 2021, 11am
Prelude

“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”

Welcome and Announcements
and Offertory Invitation
One: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Many: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Introit

“Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song”

arr. J. Vogt
Cheri Dennis

BRIDEGROOM

Like the murmur of the dove's song, like the challenge of her flight,
like the vigor of the wind's rush, like the new flame's eager might:
Come, Holy Spirit, come.
To the members of Christ's body, to the branches of the Vine,
to the church in faith assembled, to our midst as gift and sign:
Come, Holy Spirit, come.

Call to Worship
One:

Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

Laura Hankins
Here we gather for song and scripture, seeking comfort and hope,
seeking to be inspired as well as challenged.
Here we gather to retell the ancient tales and wonder how God’s
story continues to unfold.
Today we tell the story of Pentecost, the story of the Holy Spirit rushing
in like a wild wind and dancing like flames upon each of the disciples,
And we will ask ourselves where we see the Holy Spirit present
our world today.
Today we tell a story of the Holy Spirit igniting hope again. We will
hear Peter claim his identity, tell his story, and inspire others to see
the Holy at work in the world.
And we will ask ourselves if we are ready to share our own stories.
Friends, welcome. Welcome to this place with all questions, doubts,
wonders, and find here an invitation to experience something ancient
and something new.
May we be open to the Spirit. May we be open to learning and
learning from one another. May we grow in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.

All rise in body or spirit

Song

“Malo! Malo! Thanks Be to God”
J. Manibusan
(This is a call and response song giving thanks in many languages.
Jon and Henry will sing first, then respond with bold phonetic spelling.)

Refrain:
Tongan:

Malo! Malo! Thanks be to God!
Mah-loh! Mah-loh! Thanks be to God!
Portuguese:
Obrigado! Alleluia!
O-bree-ga-doh! Alleluia!
Spanish/Korean: Gracias! Kam sa ham ni da!
Grah-seeahs! Kahm sah hahm nee dah!
Tongan:
Malo! Malo! Thanks be to God!
Mah-loh! Mah-loh! Thanks be to God!
Verse 1:
Chamoru:

Si Yu’us
maa’se!
Indonesian: Terima
kasih!
Tagalog:
Maraming
salamat!
German:
Danke schön!
Polish:
Dzię kuję!
We thank you, Lord!
Verse 2:
Creole:

Mési
bokou!
Mandarin: Xie xie!
Japanese:
Arigatō!
Italian:
Grazie!
Vietnamese: Cám ỏn!
We thank you, Lord!

See joos
mah-ah-sih!
Three-mah
kah-seeh!
Mah-rah-meeng
sah-lah-maht!
Dahn-kuh shuh(r)n!
Jehn-koo-yeh!
We thank you, Lord! (R)
Meh-see
boh-koo!
Shee-eh shee-eh!
Ah-ree-gah-toh!
Grah-tsee-eh!
Gahm urn!
We thank you, Lord! (R)

Prayer of Confession
Cheri Dennis
One: Spirit of God, our prayers often ask You to be present in our lives and
in our world. But we confess that we are terrified that You might
actually show up.
Many: We remember the stories of You appearing as a burning bush, and
then Moses and Sarah leaving everything familiar behind.

One:

We remember the stories of You kindling the imagination of the
prophets, and then each putting their lives on the line.
Many: We remember the stories of You igniting courage within Shiphrah
and Puah, Deborah and Esther, Elizabeth and Mary, and then each
challenging the status quo.
One: We remember the stories of You sparking action within the early
Church, compelling them all to embrace something completely
foreign and new.
Many: We confess, Dear Spirit, we are afraid You will call us to move
outside our comfort zones. We are afraid You will kindle a passion
within us we will be unable to ignore. We are afraid that You will
rearrange our lives beyond recognition. Forgive us for the fears
that have been holding us back from inviting You truly into our
lives…
Assurance of Grace
One:
Beloved people of God, find comfort in the news that the Spirit of
God may be a formidable force, but She moves alongside people and
equips those who are open to the work ahead. Peter, known more
for his denial and disbelief than his bravery, suddenly had courage
with the Spirit alongside him. The disciples, not known for being
gifted communicators, suddenly broke down barriers with the Spirit
alongside them.
Beloveds, do not be afraid. Remain curious. Be open to the surprise.
Celebrate that God is indeed about to do a new thing with you.

Response

“Oh, How Good Is Christ the Lord”

OH QUE BUENO

Oh, qué bueno es Jesús. Que por mí murió en la cruz.
Mis pecados perdonó. A su nombre gloria.
A su nombre gloria. A su nombre gloria.
En tres días, resuscitó. A su nombre gloria.
Oh, how good is Christ the Lord! On the cross he died for me.
He has pardoned all my sin. Glory be to Jesus.
Glory be to Jesus. Glory be to Jesus. In three days, he rose again.
Glory be to Jesus.
Children’s Message & Recognition of Our Graduates

Laura Hankins

Song
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying.
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.
Pastoral Prayer
Anthem

CHILDREN PRAYING

Cheri Dennis
“Praise God’s Holy Name”

K. Hampton

Scripture Lesson
Acts 10:44-48
Brian Hankins
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the
word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they
heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit
just as we have?’ So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Then they invited him to stay for several days.
One:
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for the
word of God within us.
Many: Alleluia! Thanks be to God.
Hymn 286

“Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”
Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness,
Calling and free, Spirit, spirit of restlessness,
Stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,
Then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;
And over the eons you called to each thing,
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” (Refrain)
You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand,
And you goaded your people with a law and a land;
When they were confounded by their idols and lies,
Then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. (Refrain)
You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,
Then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still;
And down in the city you called once again,
When you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. (Refrain)
You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes,
From the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams;
Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes.
With bold new decisions your people arise. (Refrain)

SPIRIT

Sermonic Scripture
Acts 2:1-21
Cheri Dennis
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and
astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene,
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But
others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men
of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to
what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.
And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
One:

For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for
the word of God within us.
Many: Alleluia! Thanks be to God.
Sermon



“Something New is Happening”

Cheri Dennis

Hymn 293

“Sweet, Sweet Spirit”

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;
There are sweet expressions on each face,
And I know they feel the presence of the Lord.
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove,
Stay right here with us, filling us with your love;
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise.
Without a doubt we’ll know that we have
Been revived when we shall leave this place.
There are blessings you cannot receive
Till you know that Spirit’s fullness and believe;
You’re the one to profit when you say,
“I am going to stay with Jesus all the way.” (Refrain)

Benediction

Cheri Dennis

Benediction Response
Lisa and Jon:

“Song of Hope”
Argentine folk melody

CANTO DE ESPERANZA

Dios de la esperanza, danos gozo y paz.
Al mundo en crisis, habla tu verdad.
Dios de la justicia, mandanos tu luz,
Luz y esperanza en la oscuridad.
Oremos por la paz. Cantemos de tu amor.
Luchemos por la paz. Fielies, a Ti, Señor.

May the God of hope go with us every day,
Filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.
May the God of justice speed us on our way,
Bringing light and hope to every land and race.
Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all;
Working for a world that’s new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call.
Postlude

“I’m Goin’a Sing”

arr. C. Webb

(Songs in this service are used by Permission. CCLI License #11439355; CSPL164710)

WE COULDN'T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME WITHOUT THE HELP OF:
Lisa Cloninger, Brian Hankins, Henry Hankins,
Laura Hankins, Meg Houlihan, Kathleen Smith

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT

THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME
Returning to In-Person Worship
Your worship team and congregational leaders are planning an in-person service on
May 30th inside in the sanctuary. Here's what you need to know about the service.
While the CDC is no longer advocating mask usage outdoors and indoors, your worship &
congregational leaders are asking that all of us wear masks during the next two-three months
of returning to in-person worship. Many of us have been vaccinated, but there are those in our
congregation who cannot receive the vaccine for various reasons. I, for one, do not feel right
excluding them from worship. Paul, in his letter to the Romans, tells of the harm done to others
by our actions even when no harm is done to ourselves. "Let us therefore no longer pass
judgment on one another, but resolve instead never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in
the way of another. I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in
itself; but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. If your brother or sister is being injured
by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause the ruin of
one for whom Christ died." This is Paul's admonition to do what is best for the community out
of love for Jesus. This is Paul's encouragement to follow the example set by Jesus.
Thank you for your understanding as we move forward,
Pastor Cheri
Here's what you need to know about the service:
May 30th - 11am in-person in sanctuary
Reservations required. Limited to 50 persons.
Sign-up here 5.30.21
Masks are required.*
Child Care (nursery to 3 yr old) available.
Children's Church for the entire hour held in the Conference Room.
Before and after worship, please greet each other in the parking lot instead of the Gathering
Space.
No congregational singing.

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING IN MAY
The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the shared commitment of people across
the United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. Conferences and the national
setting equally share the gifts given by members and friends through their local
Congregations. The funds raised support leadership development, new churches, youth
ministry, and innovation in existing congregations. By your generosity to this offering, you
build up the Body of Christ.
As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant new
churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth
and young adults. Contributions to this offering may be made during the month of May. If
you would like to contribute, you may do so by mail, or online. Please write STC in the memo
line, or in the NOTE field when giving online.
Mail a check securely to our Post Office Box:
Holy Covenant UCC
PO Box 481286
Charlotte, NC 28269
Making your offering online through our website:
holycovenantucc.org/give/
Try our new app in the My Church App. Download it here!
http://customchurchapps.com/my church-app/
Find the GIVE button at the bottom of the home page,
that will allow you to make a one time, or recurring contribution of any amount, and designate
where those funds are to be used.
THANK YOU! Your support helps build our stories about how we are living out God's love and
expressing love of neighbor, children and creation, our 3 Great Loves.

THE MICHAEL G. BROOKS SCHOLARSHIP 2021-2022
APPLICATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE
The purpose of this Fund is to encourage Youth in both their educational growth as well as
their service to God. Scholarship funds of $2000 will be considered annually for all applicants.
*see application for full details






Obtain an application from the church office or download here
Complete and submit no later than June 1, 2021 to Cheri Dennis,
cherid@holycovenantucc.org.
Members of the Christian Education Team will review all applications.
Applicants will be notified no later than July 31, 2021.
Disbursement of scholarship fund will be made to the recipients' educational
organization by the Holy Covenant Financial Department upon receipt of the scholarship
funding, anticipated early August, 2021.

MeckMIN invites youth!
IN OUR OWN BACKYARD INTERFAITH YOUTH CAMP, JUNE 10-13, 2021
Rising 9th - 12th graders who participate will visit several houses of faith including the Hindu
Center, the Muslim Community Center of Charlotte, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and
the synagogues at Shalom Park. They'll have service opportunities at the Galilee Center and
Roof Above -- and an eye-opening tour led by staff at QC Family Tree. And, of course, they'll
have fun and lots of opportunities for conversation with a diverse group of new friends. Click
here for the flier.
We've also planned two information sessions open to you, interested youth and their parents
or guardians. One will be held April 22 at 5 p.m. and the other on April 24 at 11 a.m. The
attached flyer has full details. Contact LeDayne McLeese Polaski, Exec Dir of MeckMIN, 704965-9241
MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM, WEDNESDAYS *12:30PM*
NEW TIME! NEW LINK!
Join the discussion as we delve into the beginnings of Paul's missionary journey in the book of
Acts. Join the Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81153885298?pwd=ZXlzVG80Yko5N2dWNnloVG12ckJndz09
Meeting ID: 811 5388 5298 Passcode: 750474
SOJOURNERS CLASS - NOT YOUR TYPICAL BIBLE STUDY, SUNDAYS AT 9:45AM
Click here to join the Zoom meeting.
Meeting ID: 876 7340 9762 Passcode: 523903
RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN
If any Holy Covenant families or friends are interested in receiving supplemental materials and
activities for children, please contact Laura Allison at Education@holycovenantucc.org.
MECK. COUNTY OFFERS COVID-19 HOMEBOUND PROGRAM
Are you homebound due to an ongoing physical or metal disability and unable to travel to a
COVID-19 vaccination clinic? You may be eligible to receive the vaccine at your residence.
Complete the request form available on Mecklenburg County's vaccine web page
www.MeckNC.gov/COVID-19 OR CALL 980-314-9400.

Try the My Church App, download it here!
http://customchurchapps.com/my-church-app/
Find the Give button at the bottom of the home page, that will allow you
to make a one time, or recurring contribution of any amount, and
designate where those funds are to be used.
We will be adding new features to the My Church App. Check it out!

If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to
prayers@holycovenantucc.org.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Members
Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, Tom & Kathy Habel, Helen Lambert, Karen Long, Irene Mikkelson,
Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reedy Powell, Jerry & Marion Rhyne, Cynthia Simpson, Mamie
Stokes, Anita Taylor, Debbie Winston
Friends & Family Members
Family and Friends in the sudden death of Rachel Angelo (Ed Vickery)
Pam Young's uncle (Kathleen Wagner), Linda Angstrom (Beth Sharp), Michael & Beth Bliss
(Robert Shepherd), Cecelia Ciciollo (Dominic Ciciollo), Al (Bo) Dennis (Keith Dennis), David &
Cecelia Griffin (JP Griffin), Cindy Hedrick (Barb Schneller), Henry Hildebrand (Bill & Connie
Hildebrand), Will Hong (Jim Hong), George Jongeling (Darline Warren), Bob Lyon (Melissa
Noll), Nevin Milan (Kathleen Wagner), Thibault Ossenbühl (Melissa Noll), Vernon & Andrea
Powell (Robert Shepherd), Darrell & Jackie Reichert (Diane Neese), Kathryn Vickery (Ed
Vickery), Wanda Williams (John Rapp), Deborah Wingard (Melissa Noll)

OUR MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Cheri Dennis, Interim Pastor
cherid@holycovenantucc.org, 704-519-6016
Mr. Jon Weddell, M.Div, MSW, Minister of Music
jon@holycovenantucc.org, 609-558-1637
Mrs. Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant
office@holycovenantucc.org, 704-599-9810
Mailing address: PO Box 481285, Charlotte NC 28269

3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510
www.holycovenantucc.org 704-599-9810

