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“I find joy and energy from Torah.”  
Rabbi Tiferet Berenbaum 

 

Silent Meditation 
 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice,  

to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free,  

and to break every yoke?  

(Isa 58.6) 

 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed 

me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 

prisoners; to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor.  

(Isa 61:1-2a) 

 

Our Faith is over 2000 Years Old. Our thinking is not, 



 
 
 
 
 
January 23, 2022 10:55 am 
 
Prelude “I Surrender All/Depth of Mercy” arr. J. Vogt  
 
Chiming of the Hour 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Cheri Dennis 

One: May the Peace of the Christ Child be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
 

Introit  “The Summons” KELVINGROVE 
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 

 Call to Worship 
One: This day is holy to the Lord your God. 
Many: Let us come ready to see, hear, and touch the Word of God. 
One: Do not mourn or weep, and do not be grieved. 
Many: How can we be sad when we can experience God’s Word and 

know God’s love through our worship together? 
All: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Let us come together to 

worship the God of joy, strength, and love. 
 

Invocation  
O God, who gives us strength when we feel weak, we gather to hear your 
Word, sing your songs, and give you praise. We know that you are always 
with us, and we are grateful. Help us to live our lives in ways that show you 
are near. Thank you for your presence and constant care for us — in worship, 
and in each day of our lives. 
 
 
 

 Please take a comfortable posture that supports your  
worshiping, reading, and singing. 
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Hymn 273 “Praise with Joy the World’s Creator” LAUDA ANIMA 

Praise with joy the world’s Creator, God of justice, love, and peace, 
Source and end of human knowledge, grace bestowing without cease. 
Celebrate the Maker’s glory, power to rescue and release. 
 
Praise to Christ to feeds the hungry, frees the captive, finds the lost, 
Heals the sick, upsets religion, fearless both of fate and cost. 
Celebrate Christ’s constant presence – Friend and Stranger, Guest and 
Host. 
 
Praise the Spirit sent among us, liberating truth from pride, 
Forging bonds where race or gender, age or nation dare divide. 
Celebrate the Spirit’s treasure – foolishness none dare deride. 
 
Praise the Maker, Christ, and Spirit, one God in Community, 
Calling Christians to embody oneness and diversity. 
Thus the world shall yet believe when shown Christ’s vibrant unity. 

 
Prayer of Confession: (in unison)  
Loving God, we recall the times when your Word feels distant, and when we 
forget how much you love us. We let our egos take hold, and we treat 
others as threats to our sense of self. We forget your words of comfort, 
love, and care. We forget to look to your Word for guidance. We forget that 
you are our ultimate source of joy. Forgive us, O God. 
 
Words of Assurance  

One: The Holy One’s instruction is perfect, reviving one’s very being. 
God’s laws are faithful, making naive people wise. God’s regulations 
are right, gladdening the heart. God’s commands are pure, giving 
light to the eyes. Know that you are loved and forgiven. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hymn “We Are God’s People” SYMPHONY 

We are God’s people, the chosen of the Lord,  
Born of God’s Spirit, established by God’s Word.  
Our cornerstone is Christ alone and strong in God we stand:  
O let us live transparently and walk heart to heart and hand in hand.  
 
We are God’s loved ones, the bride of Christ our Lord,  
For we have known it, the love of God outpoured.  
Now let us learn how to return the gift of love once given:  
O let us share each joy and care, and live with a zeal that pleases 
heaven.  
 
We are the body of which the Lord is head,  
Called to obey Christ, now risen from the dead.  
God wills us be a family diverse yet truly one:  
O let us give our gifts to God and so shall God’s work on earth be done. 

 
Children’s Message Laura Hankins 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 
Our God, in whom is heaven, blessed be your name. Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Illumination “Be Now My Vision” SLANE 

Be now my vision, O God of my heart;  
nothing surpasses the love you impart. 
You my best thought by day or by night,  
waking or sleeping, your presence my light. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hebrew Scripture Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They 
told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had 
given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. 
This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the 
square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence 
of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all 
the people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in 
the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when 
he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great 
God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen’, lifting up their hands. Then 
they bowed their heads and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the 
ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. 
They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the 
Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept when they 
heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat 
and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is 
prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength.’ 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church; 
Many: Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
Gospel Lesson Luke 4:14-21 
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a 
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to 
teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. When he came to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where it was written: 
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor.’ 
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, 
‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 



 
One: For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for 

the word of God within us. 
Many: Alleluia! Thanks be to God. 

   
Epistle Lesson 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were 
all made to drink of one Spirit. 
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot were 
to say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not 
make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear were to say, ‘Because I am 
not an eye, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part 
of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the 
whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God 
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a 
single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, 
yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor 
again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ On the contrary, the 
members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those 
members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater 
honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater 
respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has 
so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that 
there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the 
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then 
deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, 
various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do 
all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more 
excellent way. 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church; 
Many: Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
Sermon  “Energized” Cheri Dennis 
 
 



 
Hymn 163 “Many Are the Lightbeams” LIGHTBEAMS 

Many are the lightbeams from the one light. Our one light is Jesus. 
Many are the lightbeams from the one light; we are one in Christ 
 
Many are the branches of the one tree. Our one tree is Jesus. 
Many are the branches of the one tree; we are one in Christ. 
 
Many are the gifts given, love is all one. Love’s the gift of Jesus. 
Many are the gifts given, love is all one; we are one in Christ. 
 
Many ways to serve God, the Spirit is one; servant spirit of Jesus. 
Many ways to serve God, the Spirit is one; we are one in Christ. 
 
Many are the members; the body is one; members all of Jesus. 
Many are the members; the body is one; we are one in Christ. 

                      
 
 
 
Elders: Lisa Cloninger, Jeff Hughes, Laura Hankins, Terrence Hayes, Jeff 
Edwards-Knight  
Deacons: Jim Dwiggins, Vondalyn McQueen-Simmons, Martha Bomely, Alix 
Felsing, Dawn Robinson, Gregg Walker 
Officers: Lisa Cloninger (E) President; Dawn Robinson (D) Vice-President; 
Jeff Hughes (D) Secretary; Kathleen Smith (E) Treasurer 
 
Offering Dedication (in unison) 
We share from what we have and from who we are as a sign of our desire to 
bring good news to the poor. O God of all gifts, we join with Jesus in 
proclaiming the year of your favor. Bless our gifts and bless us as we seek to 
bring joy and comfort to those who are unknown to us, and to those who 
are near and beloved. Amen. 
 

  Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above all heavenly hosts, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 

VIRTUAL INSTALLATION & ORDINATION OF DEACONS & ELDERS 



 Hymn 495 “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” Beecher 
Called as partners in Christ’s service,  
Called to ministries of grace,  
We respond with deep commitment 
Fresh new lines of faith to trace. 
May we learn the art of sharing, 
Side by side and friend with friend,  
Equal partners in our caring 
To fulfill God’s chosen end. 
 
Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring, 
Christ’s clear call to work and worth, 
Let us follow, never faltering, 
Reconciling folk on earth. 
Men and women, richer poorer, 
All God’s people, young and old, 
Blending human skills together 
Gracious gifts from God unfold. 
 
Thus new patterns for Christ’s mission, 
In a small or global sense, 
Help us bear each other’s burdens, 
Breaking down each wall or fence. 
Words of comfort, words of vision,  
Words of challenge, said with care. 
Bring new power and strength for action,  
Make us colleagues, free and fair. 
 
So God grant us for tomorrow 
Ways to order human life 
That surround each person’s sorrow 
With a calm that conquers strife. 
Make us partners in our living, 
Our compassion to increase, 
Messengers of faith, thus giving 
Hope and confidence and peace. 

 

 Benediction 
 

 

 



 Benediction Response 
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name! 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
Postlude “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” arr. J. Innes  

Songs in this service are used by Permission. 
CCLI License #11439355; CSPL164710 

 
The Year of the Lord’s Favor: Service Prayers for Epiphany 3 C was written by 
Debbie Gline Allen, Commissioned Minister of Christian Formation, who serves 
as Minister of Faith Formation for the Southern New England Conference, and 
as the Director of its Faith Formation Leadership Program. 

 
Candid photographs and/or video recording share our work and witness and invite others into the 
fellowship of our congregation. Some pictures/video may be published in church print publications, 

on our website or on our official social media sites. If you do not wish to have your image 
published, please contact the church office by phone or email. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of Holy Covenant’s Consistory, Worship & Music Team, and Covid Response Team met 
Jan. 4th to discuss options regarding in-person worship, meetings, and classes in light of COVID. 
With a current COVID positivity rate of 30% in Mecklenburg County, it was decided to suspend in-
person worship, classes, and meetings through January. We will continue to monitor the positivity 
rate, looking for a rate of under 10% and on a downward trend. Rest assured that we all want to 
have in-person worship as soon as possible but we also need to look out for the health and welfare 
of all who worship with us. Thank you & God’s blessings on the New Year. Live-stream worship 
Sunday mornings at 10:55 AM https://holycovenantucc.org/virtual-hc/ 
 

SOJOURNERS CLASS SUNDAYS AT 9:45AM - Virtually Sundays in January 
Join Zoom Meeting by clicking here: or go to www.zoom.us and use this Meeting ID: 876 7340 
9762 and Passcode: 523903. 
For more information, contact Cheri Dennis (704-519-6016, cherid@holycovenantucc.org) 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 

https://holycovenantucc.org/virtual-hc/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87673409762?pwd=VnVGZDNTOEtycnoycWJ6RTVkTjF4UT09
http://www.zoom.us/
mailto:cherid@holycovenantucc.org


MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY TUESDAYS AT 12:15PM - Virtually  
We’re winding up our study of Romans and need your input! Please see the very short survey in 
the weekly newsletter email. We will continue to meet via zoom until the COVID infection rates 
drop. Then we’ll go back to hybrid with either in-person or Zoom meet ups. Next week we will be 
discussing Romans Chapters 10 & 11. As you read these verses, think about the people who have 
told you God’s good news in meaningful ways. How might we share the Gospel message with 
other? Zoom Meeting ID: 813 0509 4538 Passcode: 728201 
For more information, contact Laura Hankins 704-724-1105, laura@hankins-clt.us) 
 

WE COULDN'T PROVIDE OUR WARM WELCOME  
WITHOUT THE HELP OF: 

Lisa Cloninger, Brian Hankins, Henry Hankins,  
Laura Hankins, Meg Houlihan, Kathi Smith 

 
If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to  prayers@holycovenantucc.org. 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Members 
Friends & Family Members 

Cynthia Simpson and Mamie Stokes in the recent death of Mamie's sister-in-law, Edna Floyd; 
Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, Tom & Kathy Habel, Jon & Linda Heaslet, Jim Hong, Helen Lambert, 
Karen Long, Irene Mikkelson, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reedy Powell, Jerry & Marion Rhyne, 
Anita Taylor 

Friends & Family Members 
Carly, Justin, Codie, Levi and Layla (Kevin Decker), Aurora, Rachel & Ryan Christian (Beth Sharp), 
David & Cecelia Griffin (JP Griffin), Pat Key (Patti Key), Alec Kirchhoefner (Melissa Noll), Bob Lyon 
(Melissa Noll), Geraldine Mobley (Jeff Edwards-Knight), Robbie Middleton (Holly Middleton & 
Dawn  Schmitz), Janey Pernice (Dawn Simmons), Barbara Rutelonis (Eric Miner), Kyle Simmons 
(Dawn Simmons), Richard Tiche (Anita Taylor), Kathryn Vickery (Ed Vickery), Tamber Watson (Jeff 
Edwards-Knight), Wanda Williams (John Rapp), John Zastrow (Barb Schneller) Steve Zrebeic & 
Calvin (Jeff Edwards-Knight) 

 
OUR MINISTRY TEAM 

Rev. Cheri Dennis, Interim Pastor 
cherid@holycovenantucc.org, 704-519-6016 

Jon Weddell, M.Div, MSW, Minister of Music 
jon@holycovenantucc.org, 609-558-1637 

Dawn Simmons, BSBF, Executive Assistant 
office@holycovenantucc.org, 704-599-9810 

Mailing address:  PO Box 481285, Charlotte NC 28269 
3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 

www.holycovenantucc.org
704-599-9810 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509777766
mailto:laura@hankins-clt.us
mailto:prayers@holycovenantucc.org

