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Meditation 
“Wholeness does not mean perfection:  

it means embracing brokenness as an integral part of life.” 
~Parker Palmer 

 
“Jesus is the love of God incarnate, the wholemaker who shows the way of evolution toward 

unity in love. In Jesus, God breaks through and points us in a new direction; not one of chance 
or blindness but one of ever-deepening wholeness in love. In Jesus, God comes to us from the 
future to be our future. Those who follow Jesus are to become wholemakers, uniting what is 

scattered, creating a deeper unity in love.” 
~Franciscan sister and theologian, Ilia Delio 

 
"Piglet noticed that even though he had a Very Small Heart,  

it could hold a rather large amount of Gratitude.” 
~A.A. Milne in Winnie the Pooh. 

 
"Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel  

to say your nightly prayer. And let faith be the bridge you build  
to overcome evil and welcome good." 

~Maya Angelou
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October 9, 2022 10:55 am 
 
Prelude “More Love to You, O Christ” arr. M. Hayes  

 
Chiming of the Hour 
 
Welcome and Announcements  
Update from the Settled Pastor Search Team 

One: May the peace of God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 

 
Stewardship Video Debbie Davis  
 
Introit “Come Build a Church” K. Medema 

Come build a church with soul and spirit.  
Come build a church of flesh and bone.  
We need no tower rising skyward;  
No house of wood or glass or stone. 
 
Come build a church with human frailty. 
Come build a church of flesh and blood. 
Jesus shall be its sure foundation.  
It shall be built by the hand of God. 

 

 Call to Worship Ed Vickery 
One: Come, beloved of God, and pause in the place of liminal longing. 
Many: We come betwixt and between, pulled in many directions. 
One: Trust that the Holy One is already forming a new creation in you. 
Many: We come trusting God’s mercy to center and change us. 
One: Indeed, the Holy One calls you by name for deeds of mercy. 
Many: May God’s ancient action be a present presence as we gather. 

 

 

 

 Please take a comfortable posture that supports your 
worshiping, reading, and singing. 

 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
 

 
 



 Invocation (unison) Ed Vickery 
Many: Holy Love, take our weary waiting and form in us a readiness for 

renewal. Shape our hearts for healing, our minds for mending, and 
our souls for sharing. Let no weight of the moment prevent our 
remembering of your long reach of faithfulness cast over the whole 
creation. Still us enough to discover again your prayer rising in our 
praying, that we may be formed by Your love made known to us in 
Jesus Christ. By this, change us on the inside that our outer lives 
may more clearly reflect your will and way of mercy into the world. 

 

 Hymn 72 “Here, O God, Your Servants Gather” TOKYO 
Japanese gagaku mode 

 

Here, O God, your servants gather, hand we link in hand; 
Looking toward our Savior’s cross, joined in love we stand. 
As we seek the realm of God, we unite to pray: 
Jesus, Savior, guide our steps, for you are the Way. 
 

Many are the tongues we speak, scattered are the lands, 
Yet our hearts are one in God, one in love’s demands. 
In despair our hope appears, calling age and youth: 
Jesus, Teacher, dwell with us, for you are the Truth.  

  

Nature’s secrets open wide, changes never cease; 
Where, O where, can weary souls find the source of peace? 

Unto all those sore distressed, torn by endless strife: 

Jesus, Healer, bring your balm, for you are the Life. 
 

Grant, O God, an age renewed, show us how love thrives, 
Help us as we work and pray, send us for our lives 
Truth and courage, faith and power needed in our strife: 
Jesus, Leader, be our Way, be our Truth, our Life. 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) Gregg Walker  
Loving God, form in me a space for healing and enter in anew. For too long I have 
clutched the past in ways that have prevented the possibility of moving forward. 
Boundaries of my own making have kept me resistant to your healing mercy. 
Definitions of the world’s making have created divisions preventing the possibility 
of a new day, a new season, a new life. By Your mercy form me for a life of mercy 
and thanks. Lift every burden and release me from every long-rehearsed story 
holding me hostage to any narrative of hopelessness, hurt, and fear. Grant instead 
a lightness of spirit forgiving me and freeing me to leap into a dance of delight 
beyond my wildest imagination. 



 
Song “Take, O Take Me as I Am”  TAKE ME AS I AM 

Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be;  
Set your seal upon my heart and live in me.  

 
Words of Assurance Gregg Walker 
Hear the good news! Into our little openings of trust, God is pouring a large love 
born of mercy. No burden of your past is stronger than this power of Love to 
forgive, heal, and bless. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Now may 
our lives become songs of thanksgiving and praise that others too may discover 
the amazing power of God to make all things new! 
 
Song “Know That God Is Good” MUNGU NI MWEMA 

 
Know that God is good. (3x)  God is good; God is good. 
 

Children’s Message Laura Hankins 
 
Pastoral Prayer Gregg Walker 
 
Song “Heal Our Nation” T. Morgan 

Lisa Cloninger and Jon Weddell, vocalists 
  

Heal our nation. (3x) Pour out your Spirit on this land.  
 
The Prayer of Jesus (unison)  Gregg Walker 
Loving God, through the Spirit’s revelation, may Your true nature be honored 
everywhere. May Your reign of love come. May desire of Your heart for the 
world be done, in us, by us and through us in the power of the Spirit. Give us 
the bread we need for each day. Forgive us. Enable us to forgive others. Keep 
us from all anxiety and fear. For You reign in the power that comes from love 
which is Your glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Illumination (sung) CHEREPONI 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
Show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 

 
 
 
 
 



Hebrew Scripture Psalm 111 Ed Vickery 
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 
   in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
Great are the works of the Lord, 
   studied by all who delight in them. 
Full of honor and majesty is his work, 
   and his righteousness endures forever. 
He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; 
   the Lord is gracious and merciful. 
He provides food for those who fear him; 
   he is ever mindful of his covenant. 
He has shown his people the power of his works, 
   in giving them the heritage of the nations. 
The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
   all his precepts are trustworthy. 
They are established for ever and ever, 
   to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
He sent redemption to his people; 
   he has commanded his covenant forever. 
   Holy and awesome is his name. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
   all those who practice it have a good understanding. 
   His praise endures forever. 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church; 
Many: Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 

Gospel Lesson Luke 17: 11-19 Gregg Walker 
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and 
Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their 
distance, they called out, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’ When he saw 
them, he said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they went, 
they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 
back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and 
thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, ‘Were not ten made clean? 
But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?’ Then he said to him, ‘Get up and go on your 
way; your faith has made you well.’ 

One: For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for 
the word of God within us. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon “Faith, Gratitude & Wholeness” Gregg Walker 



Invitation to Generosity  Ed Vickery 
Luke tells us that Jesus healed ten lepers but only one returned to give thanks 
and that one was a foreigner. Again and again in the Bible the unlikely one in the 
story becomes the model of a generosity and grace. Maybe today, we are the 
ones God is hoping will return to give thanks and praise. May we offer our best 
in joyful response to the gift of our lives that this mission of healing may continue 
to spread throughout the world. 
 
Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving (unison) Ed Vickery 
Holy One, in Jesus Christ you have shown what your heart is like – merciful 
and abounding in steadfast love. Form that same spirit in us that our lives 
may become continual prayers of thanksgiving. Let no cry of your creation go 
unheard. Form us as agents of practical praise, molding us with mercy for a 
world crying out for healing. 
 

 Doxology  BARUCH HASHEM ADONAI 
Baruch hashem Adonai. Baruch hashem Adonai. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. Baruch hashem Adonai. 

 

 Hymn “Live into Hope” TRURO 
Live into hope of captives freed, of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see the year of God’s own jubilee! 
 
Live into hope! The blind shall see with insight and with clarity,  
Removing shades of pride and fear, a vision of our God brought near. 
 
Live into hope of liberty, the right to speak, the right to be, 
The right to have one’s daily bread, to hear God’s word and thus be fed. 
 
Live into hope of captives freed from chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release to faith and hope and joy and peace. 

 

 Benediction Gregg Walker 

 

 Benediction Response HALLE, HALLE 
Halle, halle, hallelujah! (3x) 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
  

Postlude “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” arr. J. Vogt 
 



Songs in this service are used by Permission. 
CCLI License #11439355; CSPL164710 

 
Candid photographs and/or video recording share our work and witness 

and invite others into the fellowship of our congregation. Some pictures/video 
may be published in church print publications, on our website or on our 

official social media sites. If you do not wish to have your image published,  
please contact the church office by phone or email. 

 
 

WE PROVIDE OUR EXTRAVAGANT WELCOME WITH HELP FROM: 
Lisa Cloninger, Brian Hankins, Henry Hankins, JoAnn Jellison,  

Debbie Winston, Laurence Winston 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
IN-PERSON ACTIVITIES UPDATE 
Consistory voted to move to a "masks optional" designation for in-person activities 
at the church effective immediately and ask that member decision to mask or not 
mask be respected. We will continue to monitor COVID trends as we move into the 
cooler months and will adjust as needed. We encourage attendees who are 
immunocompromised or fall into any other higher risk groups to use their discretion 
as to whether to attend in-person church activities. 
 
WELCOME BACK REV. GREGG WALKER 
Rev. Gregg Walker is ordained in the UCC and is a member of Holy Covenant.  He 
and Pastor Cheri are fellow alumni of Union Presbyterian Seminary. Gregg works as 
a chaplain at Novant Health Matthews Medical Center. Gregg is married to Ann and 
they have 3 sons, all of whom got married in 2021. 
 
HELP CLEAR THE TRAILS OCT. 15 - 9AM 
Join us Saturday, Oct. 15 to enjoy cooler fall weather and church fellowship as we 
clear our hiking trails and enjoy nature. Bring your gloves, and wear close toed 
shoes. We have some hand tools available. 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 



 
CELEBRATE AUTUMN! OCT. 16 - FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
We'll have a BBQ picnic to celebrate the season! Pork BBQ, desserts, and beverages 
will be provided. Please bring your favorite side item. Join us for a trail walk, or 
time on the labyrinth. 
 
VACCINE CLINIC SUNDAY, OCT 16 FROM 12-4PM 
Aline Sullivan will hold a vaccine clinic at HCUCC, Sunday, October 16th after 
worship until 4pm. Please let us know if you wish to be included. She will have 
available both the Regular & HD Flu shots, COVID-19 Bivalent Booster (BA4 & BA5), 
SHINGRIX and Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis.) Bring: ID, your COVID vaccine 
record, if applicable, insurance card, and wear a short sleeved or loose sleeved shirt. 
Aline Sullivan, BS, PharmD., R.Ph 
 
CROP HUNGER WALK 2022, SUNDAY OCTOBER 30 
WALK with your church family and friends to help alleviate hunger in Mecklenburg 
County and the world. The Holy Covenant branch of the Charlotte CROP Hunger Walk 
will happen on the church's property, Sunday, October 30 after worship. If you can 
join us, please let Tina Dickens know by email- taichitina@gmail.com or talk to her 
at church. 25% of all donations will stay local and give assistance to three charitable 
agencies. Tina has been a member since 1996. 
 
SOJOURNERS CLASS SUNDAYS AT 9:45AM 
Everyone is welcome to join us both in-person or via Zoom at 9:45 Sunday mornings 
by clicking here: or go to www.zoom.us. Meeting ID: 876 7340 9762 and Passcode: 
523903. For more information, contact Cheri Dennis (704-519-
6016, cherid@holycovenantucc.org) 
 
 
IT’S TIME TO FILL THE WICKER BASKET* & SHOPPING CART** 
Children & college folk are back in school so it’s time to share our resources, fill 
their stomachs, and clothe their bodies. Holy Covenant supports the *Jamil Niner 
Student Pantry at UNCC and the **Backpack Ministry at University City United 
Methodist Church supporting David Cox Elementary School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

mailto:office@holycovenantucc.org
mailto:taichitina@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87673409762?pwd=VnVGZDNTOEtycnoycWJ6RTVkTjF4UT09
http://www.zoom.us/
mailto:cherid@holycovenantucc.org


 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to 
prayers@holycovenantucc.org. 

Members 

Danny Bushman, Nate & Laura Bushman, Cindy Coble, Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, 
Tom & Kathy Habel, Jim Hong, Helen Lambert, Sharon Landis, Irene Mikkelson, 
Cheryl Milam, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reddy Powell, Jerry & Marion Rhyne, Bill 
& Jan Seaman, Cynthia & Tommy Simpson, Anita Taylor 

Friends & Family Members 

Friends & family of Aida Marcial who live in Puerto Rico 

Laura Christian (Beth Sharp), Alicia Gibson (Jim Hong), David & Cecelia Griffin (JP 
Griffin), Henry Hildebrand (Bill & Connie Hildebrand), Ann Johnson (Joy Johnson), 
Marta Kosinska & Jon Spencer (Lloyd & Gussie Spencer), Geraldine Mobley (Jeff 
Edwards-Knight), Joe Parks (Beth Christian Sharp), Jerry & Marie Raley (Jean Raley-

Dennis), Barbara Rutelonis (Eric Miner), Michelle Sharp (Beth & Ed Sharp), Kathryn 
Vickery (Ed Vickery), Joyce Ward (Ed Vickery), Tamber Watson (Jeff Edwards-
Knight), John Zastrow (Barb Schneller), Paul Zinkann (Pam Zinkann), Steve Zrebeic 
& Calvin (Jeff Edwards-Knight) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev. Cheri Dennis, Interim Pastor 

Jon Weddell, M.Div, MSW, Minister of Music 
Dawn Simmons, BSBF, Executive Assistant 

Mailing address:  PO Box 481285, Charlotte NC 28269 
3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 

www.holycovenantucc.org     704-599-9810 
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