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Meditation 
 

“Justice will not be served until those who are unaffected  
are as outraged as those who are.”  

— Benjamin Franklin 
 

“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the 
oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you say that you are 

neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.” 
 — Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

 
“Continue to speak out against all forms of injustice to yourselves and others,  

and you will set a mighty example for your children and for future generations.”  
— Bernice King 

 
 
 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev. Cheri Dennis, Interim Pastor 

Jon Weddell, M.Div, MSW, Minister of Music 
Dawn Simmons, BSBF, Executive Assistant 

Mailing address:  PO Box 481285, Charlotte NC 28269 
3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 

www.holycovenantucc.org     704-599-9810 



 
 
 
 
 
October 16, 2022 10:55 am 
 
Prelude “Love Is Your Way” S.E. Murray  

 
Chiming of the Hour 
 
Welcome and Announcements Cheri Dennis 
Update from the Pastoral Search Team Eric Miner 

One: May the peace of God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
 

Stewardship Moment Ed Vickery 
 
Introit “Come Build a Church” K. Medema 

Come build a church with soul and spirit.  
Come build a church of flesh and bone.  
We need no tower rising skyward;  
No house of wood or glass or stone. 
Come build a church with human frailty. 
Come build a church of flesh and blood. 
Jesus shall be its sure foundation.  
It shall be built by the hand of God. 

 

 Call to Worship  
One: Righteous One, you are ever listening. 
Many: We come boldly, lifting our praise to you, because we know you 

hear us. 
One: Bringer of Justice, you reveal truth to us. 
Many: You help us to see how things are and how they can be. 
One: Eternal God, you persist in love and justice. 
Many: We want to persist in love and justice, too. 
 

 

 

 Please take a comfortable posture that supports your 
worshiping, reading, and singing. 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
 

 
 



 

 Invocation (unison)  
One: Let us pray. 
Many: Righteous One, we are thankful that justice flows from you like a 

stream. You bid us to come and experience the equity of your love. 
We rejoice in knowing that justice is an aspect of your love and is 
without end. Enable us to be steadfast in our hope in you as we 
work alongside you to ensure those who need justice receive it. 
Amen. 

 

 Hymn 72 “Here, O God, Your Servants Gather” TOKYO 
Japanese gagaku mode 

 

Here, O God, your servants gather, hand we link in hand; 
Looking toward our Savior’s cross, joined in love we stand. 
As we seek the realm of God, we unite to pray: 
Jesus, Savior, guide our steps, for you are the Way. 
  
Many are the tongues we speak, scattered are the lands, 
Yet our hearts are one in God, one in love’s demands. 
In despair our hope appears, calling age and youth: 
Jesus, Teacher, dwell with us, for you are the Truth.  
 
Nature’s secrets open wide, changes never cease; 
Where, O where, can weary souls find the source of peace? 

Unto all those sore distressed, torn by endless strife: 

Jesus, Healer, bring your balm, for you are the Life. 
 

Grant, O God, an age renewed, show us how love thrives, 
Help us as we work and pray, send us for our lives 
Truth and courage, faith and power needed in our strife: 
Jesus, Leader, be our Way, be our Truth, our Life. 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison) Cheri Dennis  
Source of Wisdom, we confess that at times, we can be self-serving, and we 
lose sight of community. Sometimes, we don’t respect you, ourselves, or each 
other. Yet, you are just toward us even when we are not. We know that we 
can trust you, so we yield our hearts and minds to you. You are persistent in 
your desire to restore us because you want us to have what is best for us. 
Thank you for this moment of transformation. We give you thanks that we 
are better for it. Amen. 



 
Song “Take, O Take Me as I Am”  TAKE ME AS I AM 

Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be;  
Set your seal upon my heart and live in me.  

 
Words of Assurance Cheri Dennis 
God is the source and provider of grace, love, and justice, and because we are 
Imago Dei, we have the assurance that those gifts flow through us. They flow 
through us, to us. God’s justice makes a difference in us and compels us to show 
up in the fullness of who we are. 
 
Song “Know That God Is Good” MUNGU NI MWEMA 

Know that God is good. (3x)  God is good; God is good. 
 

Children’s Message Laura Hankins 
 
Special Music “Blessings” L. Story 

Meg Houlihan, vocalist 
 
Pastoral Prayer Cheri Dennis 
 
Song “Heal Our Nation” T. Morgan 

Heal our nation. (3x) Pour out your Spirit on this land.  
 
The Prayer of Jesus (unison)  Cheri Dennis 
Loving God, through the Spirit’s revelation, may Your true nature be honored 
everywhere. May Your reign of love come. May desire of Your heart for the 
world be done, in us, by us and through us in the power of the Spirit. Give us 
the bread we need for each day. Forgive us. Enable us to forgive others. Keep 
us from all anxiety and fear. For You reign in the power that comes from love 
which is Your glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Illumination (sung) CHEREPONI 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
Show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 

 
Hebrew Scripture Genesis 32:22-31 
The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across 
the stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone; and a man 
wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail 



against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of 
joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day is breaking.’ 
But Jacob said, ‘I will not let you go, unless you bless me.’ So he said to him, 
‘What is your name?’ And he said, ‘Jacob.’ Then the man said, ‘You shall no 
longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with 
humans, and have prevailed.’ Then Jacob asked him, ‘Please tell me your name.’ 
But he said, ‘Why is it that you ask my name?’ And there he blessed him. So Jacob 
called the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life 
is preserved.’ The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his 
hip. 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church; 
Many: Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 

 Gospel Lesson Luke 18:1-8 Cheri Dennis 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart. He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 
respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, 
“Grant me justice against my opponent.” For a while he refused; but later he said to 
himself, “Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this 
widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out 
by continually coming.” ’ And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge 
says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? 
Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. 
And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’ 

One: For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for 
the word of God within us. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon “Nevertheless, She Persisted” Cheri Dennis 
 
Invitation to Generosity   
God’s justice is persistent in affecting change and invites us to be liberal and 
tenacious in our giving. Let us bring gifts to further justice and peace wherever 
they are desired and needed. Let these resources be used to facilitate a just 
peace for all.  
 
Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving (unison)  
Steadfast One, receive our gifts in the gladness we give them. Thank you that 
we have an abundance of resources to share so that every need is met. May 
we always give from wide open hearts, and may what we give, be used to 
bring a balm of justice. Amen. 



 

 Doxology  BARUCH HASHEM ADONAI 
Baruch hashem Adonai. Baruch hashem Adonai. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. Baruch hashem Adonai. 

 

 Hymn “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” CHILDREN PRAYING 
Lord, listen to your children praying. 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying.  
Send us. love; send us power; send us grace. 

 

 Benediction   Cheri Dennis 

 

 Benediction Response  HALLE, HALLE 
Halle, halle, hallelujah! (3x) 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
  

Postlude “I Don’t Feel no Ways Tired” C. Burrell 
Songs in this service are used by Permission. 

CCLI License #11439355; CSPL164710 
 

Candid photographs and/or video recording share our work and witness 
and invite others into the fellowship of our congregation. Some pictures/video 

may be published in church print publications, on our website or on our 
official social media sites. If you do not wish to have your image published,  

please contact the church office by phone or email. 
 
 

WE PROVIDE OUR EXTRAVAGANT WELCOME WITH HELP FROM: 
Keith Dennis, Brian Hankins, Henry Hankins, JoAnn Jellison,  

Phyllis Johnson, Shakti Subramanian 
 

 

IN-PERSON ACTIVITIES UPDATE 
Consistory voted to move to a "masks optional" designation for in-person activities at the 
church effective Sept. 23rd, and ask that a member’s decision to mask or not mask be 
respected. We will continue to monitor COVID trends as we move into the cooler months 
and will adjust as needed. We encourage attendees who are immunocompromised or fall 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 



into any other higher risk groups to use their discretion as to whether to attend in-person 
church activities. 
CELEBRATE AUTUMN! FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
Please plan to stay for the BBQ picnic following worship. Let’s celebrate the season 
together! Join us for a trail walk, or time on the labyrinth. 
 
VACCINE CLINIC TODAY, 12-4PM 
Aline Sullivan will hold a vaccine clinic after worship until 4pm. She will have available 
both the Regular & HD Flu shots, COVID-19 Bivalent Booster (BA4 & BA5), SHINGRIX and 
Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis.) Bring: ID, your COVID vaccine record, if applicable, 
insurance card, and wear a short sleeved or loose sleeved shirt.  
Aline Sullivan, BS, PharmD., R.Ph 
 
UPDATES FROM YOUR PASTORAL SEARCH TEAM 
We're busy at work and want to share what we are up to! 
Last Week (Two Sunday's ago) 

• We met 
• We considered and heard the congregational feedback 
• We will be offering weekly updates on our progress in all formats (spoken 

and written). 
Last Sunday 

• The Church profile is being updated to better reflect the current situation 
of Holy Covenant.  

• The search team will shortly begin reviewing candidate profiles.  
• A special service is being planned to help the congregation acknowledge 

and release grief for pastoral loss and prepare to move forward. 
Keep us in prayer as we continue this most important work! 

 

STEWARDSHIP 2023 
In the month of October, the Budget and Finance Team will develop our church spending 
plan for the coming year that feeds our many ministries. Help us in that planning by letting 
us know what you intend to contribute to the church. Please share with us your plan by 
sending your pledge as soon as possible through one of the three options below and our 
Budget & Finance Team will provide weekly updates between now and October 30 as to 
our pace and goal. Thank you for your prayers for God's continued transformational work 
through Holy Covenant, for our Settled Pastoral Search team, and for God's spirit to move 
within each of our lives as we discern what gift each of us can offer to God to strengthen 
God’s ministry through Holy Covenant to our members, our community, and beyond. 
Our current pace for our pledges are at 28% for the General Fund (operating fund), 
and 29% Building Fund (capital fund)!  Thank you to all who have shared their pledges! 
 

Submit your pledge by one of the following methods: 
1. Online through the church’s website 
      https://holycovenantucc.org/make-your-pledge-online/, 
2. E-mail your pledge to the church office at office@holycovenantucc.org or 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QfVZmwzkjzU3uBTEm3LAD8I0jopgbessPq57FL9X1xZ6lMT7BborkEFFoAAppXPPWp_8uDq-Wt-L8LndwmrbaHK5RCksLotZJSEt9Yf2owQ8IF-m9qc2lLx7NZXqwdoADfh6NQLDpk7x1RC2p-siRdCKbiLrSPHzYe9JNnkKVM9T1m0MASR3kg==&c=tRp_LknBTQBm2k24HiHWiHVNYuPrOS9zcGVKJoiCCBb3pQORyaz4tA==&ch=X_J0VWk1EKxaaCQ-q0fpKVsrvq39DloaETdNz2ZgdEwSIw3NaHLkag==
mailto:office@holycovenantucc.org


3. Mail the pledge card to:  
     Holy Covenant UCC, PO Box 481285, Charlotte NC 28269 
 
CROP HUNGER WALK 2022, SUNDAY OCTOBER 30 
WALK with your church family and friends to help alleviate hunger in Mecklenburg County 
and the world. The Holy Covenant branch of the Charlotte CROP Hunger Walk will happen 
on the church's property, Sunday, October 30 after worship. If you can join us, please let 
Tina Dickens know by email- taichitina@gmail.com or talk to her at church. 25% of all 
donations will stay local and give assistance to three charitable agencies. Tina has been a 
member since 1996.  Not able to join us?  Please support our walkers! Tina Dickens, Linda 
Carver and Darline Warren.  Checks should be payable to C.R.O.P. 
 
SOJOURNERS CLASS SUNDAYS AT 9:45AM 
Everyone is welcome to join us both in-person or via Zoom at 9:45 Sunday mornings. Go 
to www.zoom.us. Meeting ID: 876 7340 9762 and Passcode: 523903. For more information, 
contact Cheri Dennis (704-519-6016, cherid@holycovenantucc.org). 
 
IT’S TIME TO FILL THE WICKER BASKET* & SHOPPING CART** 
Children & college folk are back in school so it’s time to share our resources, fill their 
stomachs, and clothe their bodies. Holy Covenant supports the *Jamil Niner Student Pantry 
at UNCC and the **Backpack Ministry at University City United Methodist Church supporting 
David Cox Elementary School. 

 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to 

prayers@holycovenantucc.org. 
 

Members 
Family and friends in the death of Danny Bushman 
Cindy Coble, Kevin Decker, Linn Finger, Tom & Kathy Habel, Jim Hong, Helen Lambert, 
Sharon Landis, Irene Mikkelson, Cheryl Milam, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reddy Powell, 
Jerry & Marion Rhyne, Bill & Jan Seaman, Cynthia & Tommy Simpson, Anita Taylor 

Friends & Family Members 
Family & friends in the death of Steve Zrebeic (Jeff Edwards-Knight) 
Friends & family of Aida Marcial who live in Puerto Rico 
Laura Christian (Beth Sharp), Michael & Dian Jackson-Davis, Alicia Gibson (Jim Hong), David 
& Cecelia Griffin (JP Griffin), Henry Hildebrand (Bill & Connie Hildebrand), Ann Johnson 
(Joy Johnson), Marta Kosinska & Jon Spencer (Lloyd & Gussie Spencer), Geraldine Mobley 
(Jeff Edwards-Knight), Joe Parks (Beth Christian Sharp), Jerry & Marie Raley (Jean Raley-
Dennis), Barbara Rutelonis (Eric Miner), Michelle Sharp (Beth & Ed Sharp), Kathryn Vickery 
(Ed Vickery), Joyce Ward (Ed Vickery), Tamber Watson (Jeff Edwards-Knight), John 
Zastrow (Barb Schneller), Paul Zinkann (Pam Zinkann)
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