
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation 

 

“It’s not the load that breaks you down,  
it’s the way you carry it.” 

 
– Lena Horne (June 30, 1917 – May 9, 2010) was an  

American dancer, actress, singer, and civil rights activist.  
Horne's career spanned more than seventy years, appearing  

in film, television, and theatre. 

 
“Cheers to always bending and breaking and  

finding pieces that fit.” 
 

― Darnell Lamont Walker (born February 17, 1982) is an  
American writer, director, and producer. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
February 5, 2023 10:55 am 
 
Prelude “Let Us Break Bread Together” arr. J. Carter 
 
Chiming of the Hour 
 
Welcome and Announcements Cheri Dennis 

One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
 

Introit “Salaam” M. Samir (Egypt) 
Salaam, salaam, the peace of God to every race.  
Salaam, salaam, the peace of God in every place.  

 

 Call to Worship (inspired by Psalm 112:1-10) Laura Hankins 
One: Praise the Holy One! Be in awe of God! 
Many: Happy are those who delight in the Holy One’s presence! 
One: Fear no evil. Keep your heart firm. Be secure in God! 
Many: Happy are those who delight in the Holy One’s protection! 
One: Arise for what is right. Be pursuers of justice.  
Many: Happy are those who delight in the Holy One’s power! 
 

 Invocation (unison) Laura Hankins 
Sovereign God, we gather as a community to worship you in spirit and in 
truth. May we resist empty actions. Let our rituals and routines hold meaning 
and connect us to you. May we seek an encounter with you to receive your 
revelation and be transformed, healed, and renewed. Let it be so. Amen.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Please take a comfortable posture that supports your 
worshiping, reading, and singing. 

 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY ~ BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

 
 

 
 



 Hymn “Come, All You People” UYAI MOSE (Zimbabwe) 

Duet in Shona language: Lisa Cloninger, Meg Houlihan 
 

Uyai mose tinamate Mwari. (3x) Uyai mose Zvino.  
 

Come, all you people, come and praise the Most High. (3x)  
Come now and worship the Lord.  
 

Come, all you people, come and praise the Savior. (3x)  
Come now and worship the Lord.  
 

Come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit. (3x)  
Come now and worship the Lord.  

 
Prayer for Transformation and New Life (unison) Cheri Dennis 
Righteous One, it is not easy to follow your path. Your way requires sacrifice and 
intention–resisting cultural norms and societal pressures and abandoning our need 
to control and to function from our own power. Sometimes, we add complexity in 
order to assure ourselves it is not possible to be faithful. Yet, your way is simple. 
Soften our hearts and encourage us to return to the journey with you. 
 

Words of Grace Cheri Dennis 
God, who is faithful, can redeem our detours and misdirection on the journey for 
our good and the good of others. God’s invitation to covenantal life has no expiration 
date, and the Holy One receives us with joy and grace when we take even a step 
toward the kingdom. You are forgiven. You are covered in God’s grace.  Amen. 
 

Song “Glory to God” GLORY TO GOD 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
And to the Christ, whose grace has pardoned me, 
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 

World without end, without end. Amen. (3x) 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 

Stories for All People Laura Hankins 
 

Special Music “Ride On, King Jesus” arr. H. Johnson
 McKenzie Coleman, vocalist 
 

Pastoral Prayer Cheri Dennis 
 

Prayer for Illumination “Listen God Is Calling” NENO LAKE MUNGU (Tanzania) 
Listen, listen, God is calling through the Word inviting, 
Offering forgiveness, comfort, and joy.  



Hebrew Scripture Isaiah 58:1-10 Laura Hankins 
Shout out, do not hold back! 
   Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, 
   to the house of Jacob their sins. 
Yet day after day they seek me 
   and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
   and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
they ask of me righteous judgements, 
   they delight to draw near to God. 
‘Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
   Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’ 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day, 
   and oppress all your workers. 
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
   and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today 
   will not make your voice heard on high. 
Is such the fast that I choose, 
   a day to humble oneself? 
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
   and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, 
   a day acceptable to the Lord? 
 
Is not this the fast that I choose: 
   to lose the bonds of injustice, 
   to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
   and to break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
   and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
   and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
   and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, 
   the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard. 
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
   you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 



 
 
If you remove the yoke from among you, 
   the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
if you offer your food to the hungry 
   and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 
   and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church; 
Many: Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 

 Gospel Lesson Matthew 5:13-20 Cheri Dennis 
You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled 
underfoot. You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven. 
 
Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come 
not to abolish but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, 
not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

  
One: For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for the 

word of God within us. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon  Cheri Dennis 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication  Laura Hankins 

One: The generous life imagines the possibilities of the kingdom of God 
realized through the sharing of our gifts. Generosity glorifies God and 
connects us as neighbors. Let us together now dedicate those offerings 
Holy Covenant has received this week for the work of building God’s 
kingdom here on earth as it is in heaven.  

Many: God of Heaven and Earth, receive and use our gifts as a deposit of 
trust in your faithfulness and a seed of hope for the flourishing of 
your kingdom. Amen. 

 

 Doxology THANK YOU LORD 
Thank you, Lord. (3x) I just want to thank you, Lord. 
 
 

 
 
 

Invitation to the Table Cheri Dennis 
 
Hymn 348 “Jesus Is Here Right Now” JESUS IS HERE 

Jesus is here right now. Jesus is here. 
With this bread and wine true peace you’ll find; 
Christ Jesus is here right now.  

 
The Great Thanksgiving Prayer 

One: The Lord be with you. 
Many: And also with you.  
One: Life up your hearts. 
Many: We lift them to the Lord. 
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
One: Because we are thankful, we sing! We sing your highest praises in 

one voice with the company of our ancestors who paved the way: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, LAND OF REST 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest! 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 



Accept our praise and thanksgiving, as a sign of our willingness to be honest 
enough to live our lives with authenticity, truth, honesty, and integrity so much 
so that our very lives proclaim Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior as together we 
pray the prayer Jesus taught his disciples: 
 
Our God, in whom is heaven, blessed be your name. Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Sharing of the Gifts 
 
Prayer After Communion (in unison) 
O God, with gratitude and praise you have blessed and fed us in this 
sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us hope in the face of turmoil, to 
remind us that in you, everything is already alright. Make us children of 
remembrance so that herstory and history live on in us. Send us from this 
place with purpose and in your power, blessed, transformed and bent toward 
the arc of justice for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 Hymn “We Will Walk with God” SIZOHAMBA NAYE (Swaziland) 
We will walk with God, my brothers; we will walk with God. 
We will walk with God, my sisters; we will walk with God. 
We will go rejoicing till the kingdom has come. 
We will go rejoicing till the kingdom has come. 
 

 Benediction Cheri Dennis 
 

 Benediction Response  FREEDOM IS COMING (South Africa) 
Freedom is coming. (3x) Oh, yes I know. 
 

Postlude “Let Us Break Bread Together” D. Wyrtzen 
 

Songs in this service are used by permission.  
CCLI License #11439355; CSPL164710 

 



Portions of this service adapted from Break Forth: Service Prayers for the Fifth 
Sunday after Epiphany was written by The Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for 

Worship and Theology, United Church of Christ. 
 

The communion liturgy for today was adapted from one written by Rev. Dr. 
Amantha Barbee (pastor at Quail Hollow Presbyterian Church, Charlotte) and Rev. 

Dr. Kelle Brown (pastor at Plymouth UCC in Seattle), © 2020. 
Candid photographs and/or video recording share our work and witness 

and invite others into the fellowship of our congregation. Some pictures/video 
may be published in church print publications, on our website or on our 

official social media sites. If you do not wish to have your image published, 
please contact the church office by phone or email. 

 
WE PROVIDE OUR EXTRAVAGANT WELCOME WITH HELP FROM: 

Keith Dennis, Brian Hankins, JoAnn Jellison,  
Dawn Schmitz, Shakti Subramanian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

IN-PERSON ACTIVITIES UPDATE JANUARY 27, 2023 
Currently we have been hosting all in-person activities with masking being 
strongly encouraged.  The current Covid community risk for Mecklenburg County 
has decreased to low.  Consistory has made the decision that we will continue 
in-person worship and activities with masking being optional. We will continue 
to monitor the situation and make changes as appropriate.  
Blessings, Jeff Edwards-Knight, Consistory President 
 
WELCOME GUEST MCKENZIE COLEMAN 
McKenzie Coleman received her Bachelor of Music Education from Norfolk State 
University in 2014, where her primary instrument was voice. While at NSU, 
McKenzie was a member of the Norfolk State University Concert Choir, Norfolk 
State University Spartan Chorale, and the NSU Vocal Jazz Ensemble. Also, during 
her tenure at NSU she became a lifelong member of Sigma Alpha Iota 
International Music Fraternity, Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society, Golden Key 
Honor Society, and Order of Omega. Her choral experience has afforded her the 
opportunity to travel and sing throughout the United States, and in Mexico, 
England, and West Africa. 
  
McKenzie is in her eighth year of teaching at Park Road Montessori School in 
Charlotte. As general music teacher, she educates children in elementary and 
middle school in the foundational concepts of musical knowledge and exposes 
them to the joys of singing in an ensemble. Outside of the classroom, McKenzie 
directs the Opera Carolina Academy Chorus, and sings as a member of VOX, 
Caritas A Cappella ensemble, Myers Park Baptist Church, Brighter Day Community 
Choir, the Women's Chorus of Charlotte, and One Voice Chorus. McKenzie made 
her Opera Carolina ensemble debut in Porgy and Bess in 2023. 
 
UPDATES FROM YOUR PASTORAL SEARCH TEAM  
Please see the church weekly electronic newsletter for a chronological document 
of our weekly accomplishments. Keep us in prayer as we continue this most 
important work! 
 
WINTERWEAR  
We have a need for winterwear and gently used clothing of all sizes, sheets and 
blankets (even miss-matched), and small kitchen appliances. Please consider 
donating.  There is a collection box in the Gathering Room. 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 



FEBRUARY HAPPENINGS 
Crafter’s circle resumes on February 6. We’ll meet on Mondays at 1:30pm in the 
Gathering Room. All are welcome! 
 
FELLOWSHIP TIME, FIRST SUNDAYS EACH MONTH 
Join us in the gathering room at 9:30 next Sunday, March 5 for a muffin 
fellowship. Coffee & muffins will be provided. Contact Laura Hankins with any 
questions, laura@hankins-clt.us. 
 
USHERS, GREETERS, LITURGIST AND COMMUNION SERVERS 
We encourage sign ups of greeters and ushers, ready to welcome and help 
members and guests starting at 10:30 every Sunday; a liturgist to serve with 
Pastor Cheri; and communion servers (elders, deacons and ordained clergy) 
and clean up. Everyone is welcome in these roles! If you need an explanation of 
the mechanics of this, please indicate that in the comments on the sign-up and 
we will make sure you are comfortable on your first Sunday. Ushers and Greeters, 
please contact the church office with questions. Communion Servers, please 
contact Laura Hankins with questions, laura@hankins-clt.us. Please sign up on 
the SignUpGenius link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44ACAD23A2FE3-ushers 
 
SOJOURNERS CLASS  
Join us (in-person or via Zoom) on Sunday mornings at 9:45 for our Sojourners 
Class. We will be discussing Philip Gulley’s book If Grace is True: Why God Will 
Save Every Person. For more information, contact Pastor Cheri 
(cherid@holycovenantucc.org, 704-519-6016) 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Members 

Family and Friends in the death of Helen Lambert 
Andrew & Britany Bomely, Linda Carver, Gary & Linda Clark, Cindy Coble, Kevin 
Decker, Linn Finger & Vickie Griffeth, Tom & Kathy Habel, Sharon Landis, Irene 
Mikkelson, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reddy Powell, Jerry & Marion Rhyne, 
Cynthia & Tommy Simpson, Anita Taylor 

Friends & Family Members 
Jamie & Shannon, Will & Evan Neese and family, in the death of Shannon’s 
mother, Faye Blakely 
Shyhemm (Jeff Edwards-Knight), Nikki Arrigo and family (Kathleen Wagner),Tom 
Chevrier & Rob Lux (Kathleen Wagner), Laura Christian (Beth Sharp), Sandra 
Dobson (Joy Decker), David & Cecelia Griffin (JP Griffin), Henry Hildebrand (Bill 
& Connie Hildebrand), Chantel Hill (Jeff Edwards-Knight), Ann Johnson (Joy 
Johnson), Yolanda Price (Jeff Edwards-Knight), Barbara Rutelonis (Eric Miner), 
Matthew Sharp, Michelle Sharp (Beth & Ed Sharp), Christopher Sizemore (Tina 
Ettesen), Eulene Shepherd (Robert Shepherd), Kathryn Vickery (Ed Vickery), 
Joyce Ward (Ed Vickery), Chandra Winston (Deborah & Larry Winston), John 
Zastrow (Barb Schneller) 
 

If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to 
prayers@holycovenantucc.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev. Cheri Dennis, Interim Pastor 

Jon Weddell, M.Div, MSW, Minister of Music 
Dawn Simmons, BSBF, Executive Assistant 

Mailing address:  PO Box 481285, Charlotte NC 28269 
3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 

www.holycovenantucc.org     704-599-9810 
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