
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash 
 

Meditation 
 

“What if every day is the perfect day to finally be  
exactly who you were always meant to be?” 

~Tyler Knott Gregson 
 

“Jesus doesn’t ask us to get it right, but to be in relationship –  
with him and with others.”  

~Karoline M. Lewis 
 

“How would we treat water if we anticipated  
it as a place that God visits?”  

~ Paul Galbreath 
 



 
 
 
 
March 12, 2023 10:55 am 
 
Prelude “Near the Cross” arr. L. Seidel  
 
Chiming of the Hour 
 
Welcome and Announcements Cheri Dennis 

One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
 

Introit “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” LONESOME VALLEY 
Jesus walked this lonesome valley. 
He had to walk it by himself. 
Oh, nobody else could walk it for him. 
He had to walk it by himself. 

 

 Call to Worship Terry Raley-Dennis 
One: God of sea and sky, you keep the earth flourishing. 
Many: We come before you weary from traveling through barren lands. 
One: Holy One, you give water that sustains body and spirit. 
Many: You hydrate us when we need, how we need. 
One: Miracle Worker, you caused a rock to crack and bring forth water. 
Many: Crack our hearts open and let your love flow from them like a 

spring. 
 

 Invocation (unison) Terry Raley-Dennis 
Holy One, we are thankful for who you are and all that you are. Your presence 
is desired here. We take joy in knowing that you are as close to us as our next 
breath. We thirst for you. May we be filled to overflowing with your love. 
Amen 
 

 

 

 

 Please take a comfortable posture that supports your 
worshiping, reading, and singing. 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 



 

 

 Hymn  “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship” HOLY MANNA 
Brethren, we have met to worship and adore the Lord our God. 
Will you pray with all your power while we try to preach the word? 
All is vain unless the Spirit of the holy One comes down. 
Brethren, pray, and holy manna will be showered all around. 
 
Sisters, will you come and help us? Moses’ sister aided him. 
Will you help the trembling mourners who are struggling hard with sin? 
Tell them all about the Savior. Tell them that he will be found. 
Sisters, pray, and holy manna will be showered all around. 
 
Is there here a trembling jailer, seeking grace and filled with fears? 
Is there here a weeping Mary pouring forth a flood of tears? 
Brethren, join your cries to help them; sisters, let your prayers abound! 
Pray, O pray, that holy manna will be scattered all around. 
 
Let us love our God supremely; let us love each other, too. 
Let us love and pray for sinners till our God makes all things new. 
Christ will call us home to heaven; at his table we’ll sit down. 
Christ will gird himself and serve us with sweet manna all around.  
 

 
Prayer for Transformation and New Life (unison) Cheri Dennis 
Enduring Presence, we confess that sometimes we question if you are among 
us or not. Sometimes we quarrel with you when we are tested. These are the 
moments when our outlook needs transformation. You are gracious in looking 
beyond our faults to see our needs and meet them. Thank you for your 
immeasurable grace. Amen. 
 
Song “God, Be Merciful to Me” REDHEAD 76 

I have sinned against your grace and provoked you to your face. 
I confess your judgement just; speechless, I your mercy trust. 
Let my contrite heart rejoice and in gladness hear your voice. 
 

Words of Grace  Cheri Dennis 
New mercies are granted daily and every day we have an opportunity to be 
changed forever and for good. Amen. 

 
 



 
Song “Nothing Can Trouble” NADA TE TURBE 

Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. 
Those who seek God shall never go wanting. 
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. 
God alone fills us. 

 
Stories for All People Laura Hankins 
 
Solo “God Weeps” DELGADO 

Ed Vickery, Vocalist 
 

God bleeds at anger’s fist, at trust betrayed, 
At women battered and afraid,  
And till we change the way we win; God bleeds. 

 
Pastoral Prayer Cheri Dennis 
 
Prayer for Illumination“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” SOJOURNER 

I want Jesus to walk with me. (2x) 
All along my pilgrim journey, 
Oh, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 
Hebrew Scripture Exodus 17:1-7 Terry Raley-Dennis 
From the wilderness of Sin, the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed 
by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no 
water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, ‘Give 
us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do 
you test the Lord?’ But the people thirsted there for water; and the people 
complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and livestock with thirst?’ So Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What 
shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ The Lord said to 
Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with 
you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be 
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water 
will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of 
the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the 
Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’ 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church; 
Many: Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 
 



 Gospel Lesson John 4:1-30, 39-42 
In Dialogue: Melissa McQueen-Simmons, Brian Hankins 

(based on text from the Inclusive Bible) 
 

One: For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for 
the word of God within us. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn “Fill My Cup, Lord” FILL MY CUP 
Like the woman at the well I was seeking 
For things that could not satisfy; 
And then I heard my Savior speaking: 
“Draw from my well that never shall run dry.” 
 
Refrain: 
Fill my cup, Lord, I lift it up, Lord! 
Come and quench this thirsting of my soul; 
Bread of Heaven, feed me ‘til I want no more- 
Fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole! 
 
There are millions in this world who are craving 
The pleasure earthly things afford; 
But none can match the wondrous treasure 
That I find in Jesus Christ my Lord. (R) 
 
So, my friend, if all the things this world gave you 
Leave hungers that won’t pass away, 
My blessed Lord will come and save you,  
If you kneel to him and humbly pray. (R) 
 

Sermon “The Dialogue” Cheri Dennis 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving & Dedication Terry Raley-Dennis 

One: God gives of Godself freely, so that we can give freely to God. Let us 
now dedicate the gifts that Holy Covenant has received to the work 
of sustaining the life of the kin-dom. May these resources be more 
than enough.  

Many: Fount of Blessing, receive the gifts that have been given in the joy 
with which we’ve given them. Be it time, tithe, or talent, it all 
comes from you. Thank you for blessing us to be a blessing to you 
and each other. Amen. 



 Doxology GIVE THANKS 
Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One; 
Give thanks because God’s given Jesus Christ, God’s Son. (2x) 
And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.” (2x) 
Give thanks. 
 

 Hymn  “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace” LAND OF REST 
Lord, bid your servant go in peace;  
Your word is now fulfilled. 
These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn, 
This child so long foretold. 
 
This is the Savior of the world, 
The Gentiles’ promised light, 
God’s glory dwelling in our midst, 
The joy of Israel. 

 

 Benediction Cheri Dennis 

 

 Benediction Response 497“Guide My Feet”  
Guide my feet while I run this race, (3x) 
For I don’t want to run this race in vain. 
 

Postlude “I Surrender All” arr. L. Seidel  
 

Songs in this service are used by permission. 
CCLI License #11439355; CSPL164710 

 
Give Us Water: Service Prayers for the Third Sunday of Lent were written 

by Rev. Teña T. Nock, Associate Pastor of Digital Ministry,  
First United Church of Tampa, United Church of Christ. 

 
Candid photographs and/or video recording share our work and witness 

and invite others into the fellowship of our congregation. Some pictures/video 
may be published in church print publications, on our website or on our 

official social media sites. If you do not wish to have your image published, 
please contact the church office by phone or email. 

 
 



WE PROVIDE OUR EXTRAVAGANT WELCOME WITH HELP FROM: 
Keith Dennis, Brian Hankins,  

JoAnn Jellison, Carl Johnson, Phyllis Johnson, Shakti Subramanian 
 

Many thanks to our Budget & Finance Team for providing todays refreshments 
following worship. Have an interest to serve on this team, or questions? 
Contact Martha Bomely, martha.bomely@gmail.com or 704-804-0640. 

 
 
 
 
 

IN-PERSON ACTIVITIES UPDATE JANUARY 27 
Currently we have been hosting all in-person activities with masking being 
strongly encouraged.  The current Covid community risk for Mecklenburg County 
has decreased to low.  Consistory has made the decision that we will continue 
in-person worship and activities with masking being optional. We will continue 
to monitor the situation and make changes as appropriate.  
Blessings, Jeff Edwards-Knight, Consistory President 
 
TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME! 
Charlotte Knights will host the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp Team at Truist Ballpark, 
April 15th. Join us for 6:05pm game, while the weather is still favorable. Sign up by 
March 12. Tickets: $23-25 depending on group size. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44ACAD23A2FE3-charlotte2 
Contact Martha Bomely with questions, martha.bomely@gmail.com 
RJE encourages HC members, friends and family to this April 15 game, the Knights 
are Celebrating the history of the Negro Leagues! There will be an opportunity to 
meet former players and visit the Negro League Museum on the concourse. Please 
act quickly, as signups are soon closing! 
 
FELLOWSHIP TIME, FIRST SUNDAYS EACH MONTH 
Join us in the gathering room at 9:30 next Sunday, April 2nd for a muffin 
fellowship. Coffee & muffins will be provided. Contact Laura Hankins with any 
questions, laura@hankins-clt.us. 
 
USHERS, GREETERS, LITURGIST AND COMMUNION SERVERS 
We encourage sign ups of greeters and ushers, ready to welcome and help 
members and guests starting at 10:30 every Sunday; a liturgist to serve with 
Pastor Cheri; and communion servers (elders, deacons and ordained clergy) 
and clean up. Everyone is welcome in these roles! If you need an explanation of 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 
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the mechanics of this, please indicate that in the comments on the sign-up and 
we will make sure you are comfortable on your first Sunday. Ushers and Greeters, 
please contact the church office with questions. Communion Servers, please 
contact Laura Hankins with questions, laura@hankins-clt.us. Please sign up on 
the SignUpGenius link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44ACAD23A2FE3-ushers 
 
 
SOJOURNERS CLASS 
We will be reading The Other Side of the Wall by Munther Isaac, a native Palestinian 
Lutheran pastor living and pastoring in conflict. The book is available from 
Amazon.com in Kindle, Audiobook, and paperback. Join us (in-person or via Zoom) 
on Sunday mornings at 9:45 for our Sojourners Class. For more information, contact 
Pastor Cheri (cherid@holycovenantucc.org, 704-519-6016) 
 
Stay connected!  Check out all the current happenings in the weekly newsletter 
via Constant Contact. Not seeing it in your inbox?  Sign-up here: 
https://holycovenantucc.org/newsletters/ 
 
 

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 2 
worship 11AM; Rev. Cheri Dennis 

The joyful entry of Christ into Jerusalem, 
ending in the solemnity of Holy Week. 

Maundy Thursday, April 6 
worship 7PM 

Christ’s final Passover meal &  
command to followers to love one another. 

Easter/Resurrection Sunday, April 9 
worship 11AM; Rev. Cheri Dennis 

 
Crafter's Circle Mondays at 1:30pm 

in the Gathering Room. 
Sandwich Build, March 12,  

after worship for A Roof Above 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Members 
Andrew & Britany Bomely, Linda Carver, Gary & Linda Clark, Cindy Coble, Kevin 
Decker, Linn Finger & Vickie Griffeth, Tom & Kathy Habel, Sharon Landis, Irene 
Mikkelson, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Isabelle Reddy Powell, Jerry & Marion Rhyne, 
Cynthia & Tommy Simpson, Ed & Beth Sharp, Anita Taylor 

Friends & Family Members 
Tom Chevrier & Rob Lux (Kathleen Wagner), Laura Christian (Beth Sharp), David 
& Cecelia Griffin (JP Griffin), Henry Hildebrand (Bill & Connie Hildebrand), Ann 
Johnson (Joy Johnson), Janey Pernice (Dawn Simmons), Marie Raley (Jean Raley-
Dennis), Barbara Rutelonis (Eric Miner), Matthew Sharp, Michelle Sharp (Beth & 
Ed Sharp), Christopher Sizemore (Tina Ettesen), Eulene Shepherd (Robert 
Shepherd), Kathryn Vickery (Ed Vickery), Joyce Ward (Ed Vickery), John Zastrow 
(Barb Schneller) 

If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to 
prayers@holycovenantucc.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev. Cheri Dennis, Interim Pastor 

Jon Weddell, M.Div, MSW, Minister of Music 
Dawn Simmons, BSBF, Executive Assistant 

Mailing address:  PO Box 481285, Charlotte NC 28269 
3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 

www.holycovenantucc.org     704-599-9810 
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