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“I release you, my beautiful and terrible fear. 
I release you.”  

- Joy Harjo. 
 

“Faith is not the absence of worry, but the decision  
to trust that love will meet us there.”  

Barbara Brown Taylor 
 

“The place in which I’ll fit will not exist until I make it  
and fear cannot be my architect.”  

James Baldwin 
 

Founded in 1916, we are an Open & Affirming (LGBTQ+), anti-racist, and justice 
seeking church that is part of the greater United Church of Christ. 

 



 
 
 
 

November 9, 2025 | 10:55 am 
 

 Your whole self is welcome here.  Please feel free to take care  
of your body during worship in ways that work for you. 

 
Prelude “Toutouig” arr. K. Blackwell-Plank 

Kristin Andes, harp 
 
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 

One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
 

Chiming of the Hour 
 
Centering Prayer Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 
Let us center ourselves in prayer as we gather for this time of worship… 
Holy and Loving God, in a world that feels unsteady and uncertain at times, help 
us to ground ourselves in you. Take the worries and fears we’ve come with and 
meet us with calm assurance and quiet strength. In this hour, help us to release 
the need to control outcomes, to breathe more deeply, and to rest in the promise 
that your love will not let us go. Gather our scattered thoughts, calm our anxious 
hearts, and draw us into this present moment. Center us in you, O God, so that 
we might listen for your voice, trust in your goodness, and find our peace in you. 
Amen. 
 
Introit  “The Summons” KELVINGROVE 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known? 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

 Call to the Heart Ed Vickery 
Please take a comfortable posture that supports your reading and worshiping… 

One: We come this morning carrying many things: questions, hopes, and 
fears we can hardly name. 

Many: God, you know us. 
One: Some wonder if our faith is enough, if we are enough. 
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Many: God, you hold us in love. 
One: Some come longing to be accepted for who we are: our love, our 

identity, our whole selves. 
Many: God, you make room for us. 
One: Some come worried that the color of our skin, our age, our ability, or 

where we come from will change how we are seen. 
Many: God, you see us as we are. 
One: Some come with quiet fears of being invisible, forgotten, or left out. 
Many: God, you remember us. 
One: Here in this space, all are welcome, all are loved. 
Many: God, we are at home in you. 
One: So come, people of God, bring your doubts and your hopes, your fears 

and your faith. 
Many: For in this place, God’s meets us and sees us whole. 
 

 Hymn 276  GROSSER GOTT, WIR LOBEN DICH 
"Holy God, We Praise Your Name" 

 
Holy God, we praise your name; Sovereign God, we bow before you. 
All on earth your scepter claim, all the heavenly hosts adore you. 
Infinite your vast domain, everlasting is your reign.  
 
Hark, the glad celestial hymn angel choirs around are raising; 
Cherubim and seraphim, in unceasing chorus praising, 
Fill the heavens with joys aflame: holy, holy is your name.  
 
All apostles join the strain as your sacred name they hallow; 
Prophets swell the glad refrain, and the blessed martyrs follow; 
And from morn to set of sun, through the church the song goes on. 
 
Holy Parent, Holy Christ, Holy Spirit, Three we name you, 
While in essence truly one, undivided God we claim you; 
So we gather reverently to adore the mystery. 

 
 

Monthly Affirmation Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 
Ourselves: In God’s presence, I find peace and divine purpose. 
Neighbor:In God’s presence, you find peace and divine purpose. 
World: In God’s presence, we find peace and divine purpose. 

 
Prayer of Transformation (unison)  Ed Vickery 



Join me in prayer as we confess the ways in which we separate ourselves from 
God… 
Loving God, we confess that too often fear and worry shape our lives. We 
cling to control instead of trusting your presence. We let anxiety limit our 
imagination and close our hearts. We hold back our kindness, diminishing 
hope. Forgive us for the ways our fear and worry have become destructive, 
and renew our hearts, O God, so that we remain rooted in your faith and love. 
Amen. 
 
Words of Grace  Ed Vickery 
Friends, hear this good news… 
We often stand in awe of Jesus. The way he met each day, not with fear, but 
with a sense of trust. Trust that God would provide, trust that love would be 
enough. We even find him saying, “Do not worry about your life,” and later, “Do 
not worry about tomorrow”. Through his words and life, Jesus showed us another 
way, that whatever our fears or worries may be, God’s love will meet us there 
in the midst of it all and see us through. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Stories for All People Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

       A contemplative adaptation by Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 
 

Eternal Presence, 
Source of all that is and will be, 
holy is the rhythm of Your name. 
May Your spacious heart be known here on earth, 
in every breath, 
in every act of love and justice. 
Give us this day enough light for the next step, 
enough bread for body and spirit. 
Forgive us when we close our hearts or turn away, 
forgiving others just the same, 
trusting that mercy is the ground on which we all stand. 
Lead us beyond our fears and temptations,  
and into the silence where Your Spirit dwells. 
For Yours is the wisdom that grounds us, 
the compassion that sustains us, 
the glory that unfolds through all time. 
Amen. 



Anthem “It Is Well with My Soul” arr. J. N. Beck 
Choir 

 
Modern Lesson Sally McLester 
Our Modern Lesson for today comes from Grace Ji‑Sun Kim who is a professor of 
theology at Earlham School of Religion. She is best known for her books and 
articles on the social and religious experiences of Korean women immigrating to 
North America. Among her work she says… 
 
“Consumed by fear is no way to live. Fear begins as a small seed, sprouting and 
growing into a sickening entity that contaminates the surrounding ecosystem 
until it takes over completely. Fear is unhealthy. It is debilitating for both our 
minds and our spirits. Furthermore, it is not Christian. The act of fearing another 
goes against the notion that we are meant to embrace and love our neighbor.”  
  

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
Many: Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 
Scripture Lesson 2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17 (CEB) Ed Vickery 
Our Scripture reading for today comes from Paul’s Second Letter to the 
Thessalonians, chapter 2, verses 1 through 5 and 13 through 17. Here, Paul 
writes to calm the fears of early followers of Jesus who worried that they had 
somehow missed the return of Christ. He reminds them to remain rooted in their 
faith and to keep living in the ways of Christ that continue to bring God’s 
presence to life in the world. 
 
Brothers and sisters, we have a request for you concerning our Lord Jesus Christ’s 
coming and when we are gathered together to be with him. We don’t want you 
to be easily confused in your mind or upset if you hear that the day of the Lord 
is already here, whether you hear it through some spirit, a message, or a letter 
supposedly from us. Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way. That day won’t 
come unless the rebellion comes first and the person who is lawless is revealed, 
who is headed for destruction. He is the opponent of every so-called god or 
object of worship and promotes himself over them. So he sits in God’s temple, 
displaying himself to show that he is God. You remember that I used to tell you 
these things while I was with you, don’t you? 
 
But we always must thank God for you, brothers and sisters who are loved by 
God. This is because he chose you from the beginning to be the first crop of the 
harvest. This brought salvation, through your dedication to God by the Spirit and 
through your belief in the truth. God caled all of you through our good news so 



you could possess the honor of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and 
sisters, stand firm and hold on to the traditions we taught you, whether we 
taught you in person or through our letter. Our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God 
our Father loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and a good 
hope. May he encourage your hearts and give you strength in every good thing 
you do or say.  
 

One: For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us. For 
the word of God within us. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Good News   Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 
“Faith for a Worried People” 

 
Invitation to Generosity Ed Vickery 
At Holy Covenant, we celebrate the many ways you share your gifts: through 
pledged support, spontaneous generosity, and acts of love in our shared life. If 
you’d like to give today, you can scan the QR code on the back of your bulletin to 
access our secure online giving options. Thank you for sustaining the ministries of 
love, welcome, and justice we are creating together. 
 
One: Paul offered his time, care, and words to strengthen the faith of his churches. 
His letters were viewed as gifts of love and encouragement, shared freely with 
others. Like Paul, what gifts might we hold that could make a difference today? Let 
us now share them generously — to sustain this community, further God’s work of 
love and justice, and build the kin-dom of God here on earth. 
  

 Doxology  OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above all heavenly hosts, 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 Prayer of Dedication (unison)  Ed Vickery 
Please join me in a prayer of dedication for the gifts we have received… 
Loving God, we give thanks for the gifts shared — gift of hope, time, and 
resources to sustain our work. Use them for good, to strengthen this 
community, to further your work of justice and mercy, and to help build the 
kin-dom you dream for us all. May our giving bear fruit in this world and 
remind us that in sharing, your love is multiplied among us. Amen.  
 



 Hymn 503 “O Savior, Let Me Walk with You” MARYTON 
O Savior, let me walk with you in the early paths of service true; 
Tell me your secret, help me bear the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 
Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear winning word of love.  
Teach me the wayward feet to stay, and guide them in the homeward way. 
 
Teach me your patience; let me be in closer, dearer company, 
In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, in trust that triumphs over wrong. 
 
In hope that sends a shining ray far down the future’s broadening way, 
In peace that only you can give, with you, O Savior, let me live. 

 

 Benediction Rev. Christopher Czarnecki  
 

 Benediction Response  “The Summons" KELVINGROVE 
Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
 

Postlude “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” arr. J. Vogt 
  

Songs in this service are used by permission.  
CCLI License #11439355; CSPL164710 

 
Parts of the liturgy were written by Rev. Christopher Czarnecki. 

 
Candid photographs and/or video recording share our work and witness 

and invite others into the fellowship of our congregation. Some pictures/video 
may be published in church print publications, on our website or on our 

official social media sites. If you do not wish to have your image published, 
please contact the church office by phone or email. 

 
WE PROVIDE OUR EXTRAVAGANT WELCOME WITH HELP FROM: 

D Evans, Brian Hankins, Laura Hankins, Jo Ann Jellison 
Ushers: Shakti Subramanian, Laurence  

Greeters: Deborah Winston 
Refreshments: Youth Group 

Deacon of the Month: Mel Andersen, Eric Miner 
 



 
 
 

GET ALL THE DETAILS FOR NEWS AND EVENTS AT 
https://holycovenantucc.org/ 

 
Your generosity builds a more inclusive church! 
Explore secure options available online 
https://holycovenantucc.org/giving/ 
 

 
CHECK OUT OUR ONLINE CALENDAR AT https://holycovenantucc.org/events/ 
 

11/09 Choir Rehearsal 10am, 12:15pm; Consistory 12:30pm 
11/16 HCUCC’s Annual Meeting & Potluck, no choir rehearsal today 
11/20 Trans Day of Remembrance 
11/23 Choir Rehearsal 12:15pm;Advent Decorating Party following worship 
11/27 Community Thanksgiving at HCUCC 
11/30 First Sunday in Advent 
12/07 Room In The Inn begins 
12/14 Cookie Exchange following worship 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to 
prayers@holycovenantucc.org. 

Members 
Bill & Kim Tyler in the recent death of Bill’s mother, Joyce Tyler 
Mel & Christine Andersen, Liz Colton, Kevin Decker, Teresa Eller, Tina Ettesen, 
Kathy Habel, Eileen Howe, Jim & Faye Humphrey, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Benjamin 
Rudolph, Pam Shimberg, Anita Taylor 

Friends & Family Members 
Felix Batton (Darline Warren-Batton), Beth, Michael & Julian Bliss (Robert 
Shepherd), Lester Brigman (Lee Parrish), Linda Burby, Kim Chamberlain (Kevin 
Decker), Erica Echeverri, Gloria Echeverri (Melissa Noll), Jason Field (Benjamin 
Rudolph), Kent Hansen (Kristen Fuchs), Samuel Head (Benjamin Rudolph), Jack 
Hillard (Barbara Schneller), Doug Howe (Eileen Howe), Jeanne Hord (Diane 
Neese), Cindy Hedrick (Barb Schneller), Henry Hildebrand (Bill & Connie 
Hildebrand), Richard Lease (Barb Schneller), Matt, Brianna and Rhiannon 
Pacewicz (Dom Ciciollo), Tom, Beth and Ariel Rudolph (Benjamin Rudolph), 
Michelle Sharp (Beth Sharp), Ed Stack (Martha Bomely), Tara Washburn (Patrick 
Washburn), Scott Whitley (Jay Whitley) 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 

https://holycovenantucc.org/giving/
https://holycovenantucc.org/events/
mailto:prayers@holycovenantucc.org


 
The office will be closed on Tuesday, November 11, 2025 

In Honor of all who have served in the Armed Forces. 
We are grateful to all our Military Veterans. 

 
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Greeters and ushers are needed starting at 10:30am every Sunday. Liturgists and 
readers roles are also available. Look to reply with the SignUpGenius.  
 
SOJOURNERS CLASS, SUNDAYS at 9:45AM 
The Sojourners will not hold class on November 16. On Nov. 23, Rev. Jay Whitley 
will lead us in a study of five of the minor prophets. Connect with him for 
materials for this study. 
 
HCUCC'S ANNUAL MEETING, NOVEMBER 16, 2025 
As we do each autumn, it is soon time for our 2025 Annual Meeting, our 
opportunity to discuss and share the work of the church with the entire 
congregation. To conduct the business of the church we need a quorum - and 
that means we need our members to attend! This year the meeting will be held 
in-person and virtually. 
 
Join us in worship on November 16 at 10:55am in the sanctuary or via live stream 
where we will integrate reports of the many ministries of the church during the 
service. Then join us at 12:15pm (on November 16th) in the sanctuary or via 
Zoom for business reports and voting on 2026 Proposed Budget and Class of 2028 
Consistory. Bring your laptop or tablet and download the reports to help us from 
unnecessary printing. Votes that are cast in person and via Zoom will be included 
in the tally. The Zoom link, and 2025 Annual Report will be available soon! Watch 
for the announcement in your inbox. 
 
Not able to join us? Absentee Ballots will be available, by request. Please contact 
the church office. Ballots must be returned no later than Sunday, November 16, 
2025, at 10:45 a.m. to be counted. An Absentee ballot will not add to the count 
for a quorum and will only be counted after the votes of all members present 
are counted. 
 
Let’s celebrate our accomplishments together. Bring a favorite dish 
to share for the potluck following the meeting! 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING MEAL, NOVEMBER 27 
Thanksgiving Day, we will be having a community Thanksgiving meal at the 
church in the gathering room. We will begin serving at 5:00pm. Turkey, ham, 
and drinks will be provided. Those attending are welcome to bring a side dish to 
share with others, but certainly not required! This meal is open to 
anyone, especially those who are without family or don't feel like 
making a big meal for just the few folks in their family. Let us know 
you'll be joining us... 
For questions, please contact the church office at 704-599-9810.  
 
THIRD ANNUAL COOKIE EXCHANGE, DECEMBER 14 
Attention All Bakers! Dust off and select your favorite cookie recipes and join us 
for the third annual cookie exchange after worship on Sunday, Dec. 14. Share 
your favorite cookie and get to bring home some new ones! We will make 
accommodations for the choir members needing to get to rehearsal.  Please join 
us! Look to reply with the SignUpGenius. 
 

• Bring a minimum of 2 dozen cookies - homemade or store bought are 
welcome. 2 dozen will go to the cookie swap. The extras will go to the 
neighbors joining us in January for Room In The Inn.  

• If you bring homemade cookies, please bring a copy of your recipe. We will 
take a picture of it and email all the recipes to the participants. 

• There will be boxes to take your goodies home. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev. Christopher Czarnecki, Senior Pastor 

RevChris@holycovenantucc.org, 314-402-8167 
Jon Weddell, Minister of Music 

Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant 
Mailing address:  P.O. Box 481285, Charlotte NC 28269 

3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 
www.holycovenantucc.org     704-599-9810 


