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“There can be no peace without healing the earth,  
for we belong to her and to each other.”  

- Wangari Maathai 
 

“The role of the artist is to make the revolution irresistible,  
and in that irresistible vision, peace becomes possible.”  

- Toni Cade Bambara 
 

“Peace with the earth creates peace among people, for violence 
against the land always becomes violence against each other.”  

- Vandana Shiva”  
 
 

Founded in 1916, we are an Open & Affirming (LGBTQ+), anti-racist, and justice 
seeking church that is part of the greater United Church of Christ. 



 
 
 

 
December 7, 2025 | 10:55 am 

 

 Your whole self is welcome here.  Please feel free to take care  
of your body during worship in ways that work for you. 

 
Prelude “The Christ Child’s Lullaby/Tàladh Chriosda”  

arr. K. Blackwell-Plank 
Kristin Andes, Harp 

 
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 

One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
 

Chiming of the Hour 
 
Introit “Welcome to This House” D. Cowen 

Welcome to this house, open and affirming,  
In God’s Son we are all one. Hand in hand we stand. 
Welcome to this house, caring and accepting. 
In God’s Son we are all one.  
Welcome to this house of God.  
 
Welcome to this house. Blessed by Word and Harmony. 
Child of God, born from above. Know that Christ is love. 
Welcome to this house. Filled with peace and charity. 
Child of God, born from above. 
Welcome to this house of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ PEACE 



 Call to the Heart  Jeffery Edwards-Knight 
Please take a comfortable posture that supports your reading and worshiping… 

One: We come longing for peace, longing for a world ordered by justice and 
compassion. 

Many: God, guide us in the ways of peace. 
One: In a world where violence wounds bodies and hatred wounds spirits… 
Many: God, guide us in the ways of peace. 
One: In a world where creation is exploited rather than cherished… 
Many: God, guide us in the ways of peace. 
One: In a world where we battle restlessness, anxiety, and self-criticism… 
Many: God, guide us in the ways of peace. 
One: In a world where our relationships remain strained under the weight 

of old wounds… 
Many: God, guide us in the ways of peace. 
One: In a world where the demands of life scatter our attention and drain 

our spirit… 
Many: God, guide us in the ways of peace. 
One: Holy One, as we draw near, shape us into a people who pursue your 

love, peace, and justice. 
Many: God, make us bearers of the peace we long for. 

 

 Hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL 
adaptation by Maren Tirabassi 

 

O come, O come Emmanuel make true the stories prophets tell –  
So all those chained by fear find release,  
And, war forgotten, bring a world of peace. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel  
Is come to birth where all God's children dwell. 
 

O come, Love's-season, to our lonely days,  
And guide us in our words and ways  
To be the ones whose Advent begins  
With healing earth and all that live within. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 
Is come to birth where all God's children dwell. 
 

O come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
Make envy, strife, and quarrels cease;  
Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 
Is come to birth where all God's children dwell. 



 
2025 Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy 

 
Introduction  Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 

 
Advent Candle of Peace Rev. Jim & Faye Humphrey 
Today, we light the second candle, the Candle of Peace. (Second candle is lit). 
We light this candle to remind us that God’s peace is not something we wait for, 
it’s something we are invited to create and embody right now. You see, peace is 
always being born, even in small acts, such as extending mercy, building bridges, 
offering forgiveness, and the truth we at times must be willing to speak in love. 
The peace of Christ calls us to see others not as enemies but kin, not strangers 
but neighbors, not as people but family. As this flame flickers, may it awaken in 
us a longing for peace—peace for ourselves, peace for our neighbors, and peace 
for our world. 

One: When the world cries out for healing… 
Many: We light the candle of peace. 
One: When brokenness and conflict seem unending… 
Many: We light the candle of peace. 
One: May this light rest upon our hearts… 
Many: As we become instruments of God’s peace. 
 

Song of Response “Light the Candle” C. Schalk 
Light the candle of PEACE today, the Giver of peace will come! 
Welcome the peace we long and wait for, but only Christ can give.  
Flicker and flame and glow with peace, light up the world around you. 
Flicker and flame and glow with peace, light up the world around you. 
 

Stories for All People Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 
 
Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Lloyd Spencer 
 
Prayer for Illumination (sung) M. Card  

Jesus, let us come to know you. Let us see you face to face.  
Touch us, hold us, use us, mold us; only let us live in you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Modern Lesson Barbara Schneller 
Our Modern Lesson for today comes from Dorothee Sölle, the German political 
and feminist theologian whose writing wove together faith, liberation, justice, 
and embodied human experience. In her work she says… 
 
“I believe in a God who does not govern by eternal laws that preserve the status 
quo, but by a love that calls for change. Our faith demands that we challenge 
structures of inequality and imagine a new world. A world where justice, peace, 
and equity are not ideals, but reality.” 
  

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
Many: Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 
 
 

Anthem “A Voice in the Desert” R. A. Nelson  
Choir 

 
Scripture Lesson Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (CEB) Jeffery Edwards-Knight 
Our Scripture reading for today comes from Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19, where the 
psalmist prays for the king, longing for a leader who will have concern for the 
poor, pursue peace, and practice justice… 
 
God, give your judgments to the king. Give your righteousness to the king’s son. 
Let him judge your people with righteousness and your poor ones with justice. 
Let the mountains bring peace to the people; let the hills bring righteousness. 
Let the king bring justice to people who are poor; let him save the children of 
those who are needy, but let him crush oppressors! Let the king live as long as 
the sun, as long as the moon, generation to generation. Let him fall like rain 
upon fresh-cut grass, like showers that water the earth. Let the righteous flourish 
throughout their lives, and let peace prosper until the moon is no more. Bless 
the Lord God, the God of Israel— the only one who does wondrous things! Bless 
God’s glorious name forever; let his glory fill all the earth! Amen and Amen! 
 

One: For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us. For 
the word of God within us. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Good News   Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 
“The World God Longs For” 

 



Invitation to Generosity Jeffery Edwards-Knight 
At Holy Covenant, we celebrate the many ways you share your gifts: through 
pledged support, spontaneous generosity, and acts of love in our shared life. If 
you’d like to give today, you can scan the QR code on the back of your bulletin 
to access our secure online giving options. Thank you for sustaining the 
ministries of love, welcome, and justice we are creating together. 
 
One: The psalmist imagined the hope that its leaders and people would have 

concern for the poor, pursue peace, and embody justice. When we share 
with others, we join that work. Our offering becomes part of God’s hope 
for a different kind of world, one where justice and compassion is not just 
discussed but practiced. In this time of sharing, may our gifts be a sign of 
the peace we long for. 

 

 Doxology  W Żłobie Leży 
Glory be to the Creator, Glory be to the Christ, 
Glory be to the Spirit, our praise to you arise.  
Here we offer to you gladly all the gifts that you impart, 
As we glory in your presence, giving from a grateful heart. 

 

 Prayer of Dedication (unison)  Jeffery Edwards-Knight 
Please join me in a prayer of dedication for the gifts we have received… 
God of peace, receive these gifts and the intention of the hearts through 
which they were given. Let them strengthen ministries here in this church 
that heal, restore, and encourage those who need to be lifted. May our lives 
and our gifts bear witness to the kin-dom you dream of. A world we pray 
where all can flourish. Amen.  
 
 

 

 

 

Anthem  “Christmas Communion Song” S. N. Callaway 
 
Invitation to the Table Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 

One: God be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
Many: We lift them up to God. 
One: Let us give thanks to the Holy One. 
Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
THE MYSTIC SUPPER 



One: In this season of Advent, we gather around a table that people have 
gathered at for ages. A table where prophets have spoken, where hope 
has been rekindled, and where peace has drawn near. Here we 
remember the person of Jesus: the one who ate with the forgotten, 
healed the hurting, lifted up the poor, and proclaimed the vision of a 
world reordered by compassion and justice. This table belongs to Christ, 
and if you know Christ, you know Christ’ welcome is wide. So, this table 
is for all people: the hungry or fed, those using or clean, straight or 
queer, poor or wealthy, faithful or doubtful, young or old, every single 
person, even those not named. Here, God meets you and says, “I will be 
you again and again.” 

Many: I’ve been given a seat. I now make space for the Christ in my 
neighbor. 

One: God of Advent longing and holy promise, we give you thanks for your 
presence that seems to stir hope in every generation. In a world restless 
with conflict, help us be your peace. In places where injustice thrives, 
ignite our courage to seek equity and justice. In hearts weighed down 
by worry, whisper again to us, “Do not be afraid.” In the fullness of 
time, you sent Jesus. A child born into a world hungry for liberation. A 
teacher who proclaimed good news to the poor. A healer who restored 
bodies and dignity. A prophet who confronted unjust powers, and a 
friend who gathered people at tables just like this one, as neighbors and 
equals. Through this meal we say… 

Many: He rises in us and lives again. 
 

Words of Institution 
On the night he was betrayed, Jesus gathered among friends. And around a table 
where they were gathering for a meal, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and 
said: 
“This is my body, given for you. Whenever you eat it, remember me.” 
Let this be a sign that God will always love you. 

 
In the same way, he took the cup and said: 
“This cup is the new covenant, poured out in love for all people. Whenever 
you drink it, remember me.” 
Let this be a sign that God will always be with you. 
 
Distribution of Elements 

(Please come forward as directed by the ushers. 
 The Communion elements are bread or a gluten free wafer and grape juice.) 

 



Music during Communion TABLE OF GRACE 
Come to the table of GRACE. Come to the table of grace. 
This is God’s table; it’s not yours or mine. 
Come to the table of grace     ...hope...peace… joy...love.  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 
Gracious God, we give thanks for this meal we have shared with you and our 
neighbors. As we rise from this table, empower us to rise to the work of 
justice, to the ministry of reconciliation, and to the hope that Christ brings 
to every place where there is despair. Make us bearers of your peace and 
carriers of your love—in our lives, in our community, and in our world. Amen. 

 

 Hymn 345 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” PICARDY 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded for with blessing in the hand, 
Christ our God to earth descending, our full homage to demand. 
 
Monarch great, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth Christ stood, 
Lord of all, in human vesture— in the body and the blood— 
Christ will give to all the faithful bread of life for heavenly food. 
 
Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the Light of light descending from the realms of endless day, 
That the powers of hell may vanish as the shadows clear away. 
 
At Christ’s feet the six-winged seraphs, cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, God most high! 

 

 Benediction Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 
  

 Benediction Response   WAITING 
While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.  
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

 
Postlude “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” arr. J. Purifoy
 Songs in this service are used by permission.  

CCLI License #11439355; CSPL164710 
 

Parts of the liturgy were written by Rev. Christopher Czarnecki. 
 



Candid photographs and/or video recording share our work and witness and invite 
others into the fellowship of our congregation. Some pictures/video may be 

published in church print publications, on our website or on our official social media 
sites. If you do not wish to have your image published, please contact the church 

office by phone or email. 
 

WE PROVIDE OUR EXTRAVAGANT WELCOME WITH HELP FROM: 
D Evans, Brian Hankins, Laura Hankins, Jo Ann Jellison 

Ushers: Shakti Subramanian, Laurence Winston, Eric Miner, Dave Shimberg 
Greeters: Pam Shimberg, Eric Miner 

Refreshments: Vondalyn & Melissa McQueen-Simmons 
Deacon of the Month: Martha Bomely (Suzanne Lamorey) 

 
 
 

GET ALL THE DETAILS FOR NEWS AND EVENTS AT 
https://holycovenantucc.org/ 

 
Your generosity builds a more inclusive church! 
Explore secure options available online https://holycovenantucc.org/giving/ 
 
CHECK OUT OUR ONLINE CALENDAR AT 

https://holycovenantucc.org/events/ 
 
12/07 Second Sunday in Advent, Room In The Inn begins 
12/14 Third Sunday in Advent, Cookie Exchange following worship 
12/21 Fourth Sunday in Advent (Music Sunday) 
12/24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (Chili Supper 5:30pm / Service 7:00pm) 
 
HOSPITALITY – WITH YOU IN MIND 
The Hospitality team is looking into practical ways they can support those with food 
allergies during our shared meals. They would like input from members who have 
experience navigating these difficulties. If you have suggestions on how best to set up 
shared meals and potlucks, please contact Holly Middleton 
at hsmiddleton@gmail.com. 
 
FREEDOM TO READ: EXPLORE OUR NEW BANNED BOOK LIBRARY PAGE 
Our newly expanded Freedom to Read: Banned Book Library web page is now live. 
Designed to celebrate curiosity, dignity, and diverse voices, this new page invites you 
to discover books that have shaped lives, sparked conversations, and endured attempts 
to silence them. https://holycovenantucc.org/news-listings/freedom-to-read-page-
launch/ 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT 

https://holycovenantucc.org/
https://holycovenantucc.org/giving/
https://holycovenantucc.org/events/
mailto:hsmiddleton@gmail.com
https://holycovenantucc.org/news-listings/freedom-to-read-page-launch/
https://holycovenantucc.org/news-listings/freedom-to-read-page-launch/


HOLIDAY LOVE OFFERING FOR OUR STAFF 
During this joyful time of year, we ask you to consider contributing to a holiday 
love offering to be divided among our dedicated staff members who work hard 
to make Holy Covenant a place of welcome, warmth, & spiritual renewal. No gift 
is too small and all are appreciated. If you choose to give, offerings can be made 
via any of these methods: Venmo: @mbbomely; PayPal: 
Martha.Bomely@gmail.com; Zelle: 7048040640 Check: Payable to Martha 
Bomely. The last day for staff gifts is Monday, December 15. 
 
 
 

Please Remember in Prayer 
Members 

Mel & Christine Andersen, Liz Colton, Kevin Decker, Teresa Eller, Kathy Habel, 
Eileen Howe, Jim & Faye Humphrey, Linda Miller, Sue & Bill Pascucci, Benjamin 
Rudolph, Anita Taylor, Sally Phelan Young 

Friends & Family Members 
Felix Batton (Darline Warren-Batton), Beth, Michael & Julian Bliss (Robert 
Shepherd), Joan Bowling (Kristen Fuchs), Lester Brigman (Lee Parrish), Linda 
Burby, Kim Chamberlain (Kevin Decker), Gayle Clay (Jay Whitley), Erica 
Echeverri, Gloria Echeverri (Melissa Noll), Jason Field (Benjamin Rudolph), 
Samuel Head (Benjamin Rudolph), Jack Hillard (Barbara Schneller), Doug Howe 
(Eileen Howe), Jeanne Hord (Diane Neese), Cindy Hedrick (Barb Schneller), 
Henry Hildebrand (Bill & Connie Hildebrand), Richard Lease (Barb Schneller), 
Matt, Brianna and Rhiannon Pacewicz (Dom Ciciollo), Frank Roach (Kristen 
Fuchs), Tom, Beth and Ariel Rudolph (Benjamin Rudolph), Michelle Sharp (Beth 
Sharp), Ed Stack (Martha Bomely), Alan & Erica Stone and family (Laura Hankins), 
Tara Washburn (Patrick Washburn), Scott Whitley (Jay Whitley) 
 

If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to 
prayers@holycovenantucc.org. 

 
 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Rev. Christopher Czarnecki, Senior Pastor 

RevChris@holycovenantucc.org, 314-402-8167 
Jon Weddell, Minister of Music 

Dawn Simmons, Executive Assistant 
Mailing address:  P.O. Box 481285, Charlotte NC 28269 

3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 
www.holycovenantucc.org     704-599-9810 

mailto:prayers@holycovenantucc.org

