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"Joy is the justice we give ourselves." 
—Nikki Giovanni 

 
"We need joy as we need air.  

We need love as we need water.  
We need each other as we need the earth we share." 

—Maya Angelou 
 

Founded in 1916, we are an Open & Affirming (LGBTQ+), anti-racist, and justice 
seeking church that is part of the greater United Church of Christ. 

 



 
 
 

 

July 19, 2026, 10:55 am 
 

 Your whole self is welcome here.  Please feel free to take care  
of your body during worship in ways that work for you. 

 
Prelude “Be Thou My Vision” arr. J. Evanovich  

Mary Tarr, violin 
 

Welcome and Announcements Ed Vickery 
One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
 

Chiming of the Hour   
 
Centering Prayer  Ed Vickery 
Let us center ourselves in prayer as we gather for this time of worship… 
God of many names, mother of all creation, father of all that is, womb of life, 
and wellspring of all that we can ever know, we invite your presence here as we 
seek to embody your loving spirit and create your presence among us. We are in 
need and we turn to you to be with us as we practice creating the kin-dom of 
heaven here on earth.  
 
Introit “There’s a Spirit of Love in This Place” M. A. Miller 

There’s a spirit of love in this place. (2x) 
You can’t see it, but it’s there, just as precious as the air. 
There’s a spirit of love in this place. 
 
There’s the presence of peace in this room. (2x) 
In God’s tenderness is found peace that passes human bounds. 
There’s the presence of peace in this room. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY COVENANT UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 



 Call to the Heart Martha Battles 
Please take a comfortable posture that supports your reading and worshiping… 

One: As we harvest our growing abundance in this time of mid-summer, may 
we relish in the fruit of our labor; 

Many: As we harvest the fruitful seeds of nature and God’s Garden, let us 
share in the bounty with our neighbors. 

One: While we channel resources – water, light, fertile ground to the 
produce we desire in our gardens; 

Many: May we also recognize that the weed, the rabbit, the caterpillar 
also has needs for sustenance. 

One: We have enough, and an attitude of plentifulness increases through 
sharing. 

Many: For what our land grows with our tending, is only ours for a moment 
in time, filling a short term and immediate need. 

All: May we share the harvest by tithing back to nature, feeding the 
hungry among us, storing for the future without hoarding, and 
setting enough seed aside for the next season of planting. 

   

 Hymn 423 “Great Is Your Faithfulness” FAITHFULNESS 
Great is your faithfulness, O God, Creator 
With you no shadow of turning we see. 
You do not change, your compassions they fail not; 
All of your goodness forever will be. 
 
Refrain: Great is your faithfulness! Great is your faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed your hand has provided, 
Great is your faithfulness, God, unto me. 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,  
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To your great faithfulness, mercy, and love. (R) 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace so enduring, 
Your own dear presence to cheer and to guide. 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,  
Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside. (R) 

 
 
 
 



Monthly Affirmation Ed Vickery 
Ourselves: The light of Christ dwells within me. May it grow, shine, and bless 

the world. 
Neighbor: The light of Christ dwells within you. May it grow, shine, and bless 

the world. 
World: The light of Christ dwells within us. May it grow, shine, and bless 

the world. 
 
Prayer of Transformation (unison) Martha Battles 
Join me in prayer as we confess the ways in which we separate ourselves from 
God… 
God of creation and plenty, it can be easy for us to forget the abundant nature 
of your love. We forget that there are ample riches from this earth if we 
manage your resources you and we share generously among all your beloved 
children. We forget that we are all created in your divine beauty, perfect 
specimens of your holy vision for a people who can love without bounds, 
share without tallying, and celebrate among the great diversity you created 
to thrive together. Guide us to give of that abundance, to receive with grace 
and gratitude, and to turn our hearts from the perception of scarcity. We 
confess that we fall short; and we ask that you show us the path again to your 
fruitful garden where all things grow and flourish. Amen. 
 
Words of Grace Martha Battles 
Beloved of God, hear this good news… 
Let us know that God has always provided us with growth and abundance and 
will continue to guide us in the care of bounteous fields that spring forth with 
plant and animal, both weed and seed. We are all worthy of this enduring joy 
and sustenance as beloved children of God. 
 
Stories for All People Laura Hankins 
 
Prayers for the People Rev. Melissa McQueen-Simmons 
 
Lord’s Prayer (alternative version) 
[Heavenly] Parent, who is among us, blessed be your Creation. May your reign 
be a reality here on earth. May we become more interested in building your 
kin-dom here and now than in waiting for it to come down from above. Let 
us share our bread with those who hunger. Let us learn to forgive as well as 
to receive forgiveness. Help us through the time of temptation, delivering us 
from all evil. For ours are the eternal blessings that you pour upon the earth. 
Amen. 



 
Prayer for Illumination (sung)   SANCTUARY 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true. 
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. 
 

Hebrew Scripture  Solomon 12:13, 16-19 Terrence Hayes 
Our Hebrew Scripture for today is from The Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, and 16-
19.  It reads... 
 
There’s no god, other than you, caring for everyone. There’s no one to whom 
you must prove that your judgments are right. 
 
Your strength is the very origin of doing the right thing. Because you rule over 
all, you spare all.  You show your strength to those who doubt how powerful you 
really are. You condemn the pride of those who should know better than to doubt 
you.  Still, though you rule absolutely, you exercise careful judgment. You govern 
us with amazing restraint. If you wanted to, you could do anything you 
wished.  By your actions, you taught your people that those who do what is right 
must always want what is best for others. Your sons and daughters saw that you 
give to those who have sinned a chance to change their hearts and minds. In this 
way you encouraged them. 
 

One: May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
Many: Open our ears, our hearts, our minds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Gospel Lesson Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (CEB) Martha Battles 
Please take a comfortable posture that supports your reading and worshiping… 
Our Gospel lesson for today comes from Matthew 13, versus 24-30 and 36-43. 
 
Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like someone who 
planted good seed in his field. While people were sleeping, an enemy came and 
planted weeds among the wheat and went away. When the stalks sprouted and 
bore grain, then the weeds also appeared. 
 
“The servants of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Master, didn’t you plant 
good seed in your field? Then how is it that it has weeds?’ 
“‘An enemy has done this,’ he answered. 
“The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather them?’ 
“But the landowner said, ‘No, because if you gather the weeds, you’ll pull up 
the wheat along with them. Let both grow side by side until the harvest. And at 
harvesttime I’ll say to the harvesters, “First gather the weeds and tie them 
together in bundles to be burned. But bring the wheat into my barn.” 
 
Jesus left the crowds and went into the house. His disciples came to him and 
said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” Jesus replied, “The 
one who plants the good seed is the Human One. The field is the world. And the 
good seeds are the followers of the kingdom. But the weeds are the followers of 
the evil one. The enemy who planted them is the devil. The harvest is the end 
of the present age. The harvesters are the angels. Just as people gather weeds 
and burn them in the fire, so it will be at the end of the present age. The Human 
One will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all things that 
cause people to fall away and all people who sin. He will throw them into a burning 
furnace. People there will be weeping and grinding their teeth. Then the righteous 
will shine like the sun in their Father’s kingdom. Those who have ears should hear.” 
 

One: For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for 
the word of God within us. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Good News  Rev. Melissa McQueen-Simmons 
 “Living in Joy Until the Harvest” 
 
Invitation to Generosity Martha Battles 
Now is the time for our ministry of giving and sharing… 
As recipients of the many ways in which God provides, let us share this generosity 
with others whose seeds have not yet taken root, whose plots need tending. 



 Doxology   OLD HUNDREDTH, words by M. Luti 
Praise God whose mercies never cease;  
Whose justice raises up the least; 
And sits all creatures down to feast;  
God’s mercy is our hope and peace! Amen. 

 

 Prayer of Dedication (unison)  Martha Battles 
Please join me in a prayer of dedication for the gifts we have received… 
We dedicate these resources to doing God’s work among God’s people. 
May these gifts plant seeds of justice for God’s children who seek it; may they 
remind us to love more mercifully; may all walk humbly as we learn to trod 
gently upon this earth. Amen. 
 

* Hymn 451 “Be Now My Vision” SLANE 
(VV. 1, 3-4) 

 
Be now my vision, O God of my heart; 
Nothing surpasses the love you impart –  
You my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, your presence my light. 
 
Riches I need not, nor life’s empty praise, 
You, my inheritance, now and always; 
You and you only are first in my heart, 
Great God, my treasure, may we never part. 
 
Sovereign of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
 

 Benediction Rev. Melissa McQueen-Simmons 

 

 Benediction Response “Send Us Out” J. M. Talbot 
Send us out to proclaim the reign of your kin-dom, 
Send us out to proclaim and to heal, 
Send us out with your power and your authority 
To overcome and to heal the world. 

 
Postlude “Holy, Holy, Holy” arr. M. Hayes   



Songs in this service are used by permission.  
CCLI License #11439355; CSPL164710 

 
Parts of today’s liturgy comes from The Seed: Service Prayers for the Eighth 

Sunday after Pentecost as written by Dr. Sherry Warren, who serves as Minister of 
Women’s and Gender Justice for the National Ministries of the UCC (2023). She loves 

to garden and grow things. 
Lord’s Prayer by Rev. Manny Santiago 

 
Candid photographs and/or video recording share our work and witness and invite 

others into the fellowship of our congregation. Some pictures/video may be 
published in church print publications, on our website or on our official social media 

sites. If you do not wish to have your image published, please contact the church 
office by phone or email. 

 
WE PROVIDE OUR EXTRAVAGANT WELCOME WITH HELP FROM: 

D Evans, Brian Hankins, Laura Hankins 
Ushers: Roxie McMillon, Laurence Winston, Shakti Subramanian 

Greeters:  Deb Winston, Anne Hayes 
Refreshments: Amanda Deck, Stella Dawson 

 
 
 

 
Your generosity builds a more inclusive church! 
Explore secure options available online 
https://holycovenantucc.org/giving/ 
 

At Holy Covenant, we celebrate the many ways you share your gifts: through pledged 
support, spontaneous generosity, and acts of love in our shared life. If you’d like to 
give today, you can scan the QR code to access our secure online giving options. Thank 
you for sustaining the ministries of love, welcome, and justice we are creating 
together. 
 
UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

• Today: Family Games after worship; Consistory takes a break 
• Jul 26: Laity Sunday 
• Aug 02: Debrief for event planning this Fall/Winter 
• Sept 18 & 19: Congregational Strategic Planning Weekend 

 
WELCOME BACK REV. MELISSA MCQUEEN-SIMMONS 
Rev. Melissa N. McQueen-Simmons is a native of Greensboro, North Carolina and a first-
generation college graduate. She is a mother to the charismatic Camdyn McQueen-

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY COVENANT UCC 

https://holycovenantucc.org/giving/


Simmons, and the spouse to the beautiful and graceful Vondalyn McQueen-Simmons. 
She is a sister, an aunt, a friend, and Iraqi-Veteran. Melissa was born into Generation 
X, the demographic cohort between Baby Boomers and Millennials. She earned her 
Master of Divinity (M.Div.) with an emphasis in Pastoral Care at Howard University.  
 
Melissa is ordained in the United Church of Christ and is installed as pastor and teacher 
to Many Voices: A Black Church Movement for Gay and Transgender Justice. She is 
passionate about relationship-building within the community.  Melissa is the Spiritual 
Director for Wholy Ground Spiritual Center. Melissa leads the LGBTQ committee for 
the Charlotte Clergy Coalition for Justice. 
 
She practices various healing techniques. She believes in African religious traditions, 
religious pluralism, liberation theology, black liberation theology, womanist theology 
and mindfulness living.   
 
Her ultimate goal is to work with the oppressed and advocate for restorative justice 
in both church and community with the intention to enforce God’s inclusive love for 
all of creation. 
 
A SIMPLER WAY TO SERVE! 
To sign up, visit our website www.holycovenantucc.org and click  
Volunteer |SignUpGenius 
Join our Ministries! https://tinyurl.com/HCUCCSundays  
 
SOJOURNERS CLASS – ENGAGING ADULT EDUCATION 
Barb Schneller will lead us in part II of a Bible study of The Letter of James. All are 
welcome and no preparation is required. 
Join us Sunday mornings in the Conference Room or online via Zoom, 9:45am  Meeting 
ID: 895 6175 8099 Passcode: 986788 
 
FAMILY GAME DAY EVENT TODAY FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
We’re trying something new!! In addition to our ever-popular Saturday Game Nights, 
we thought we’d try a Sunday Funday Game Day after worship. We’ll provide a light 
lunch and beverages plus board games for all ages. We even found Chutes and Ladders 
as well as Go Fish for the younger gamers. We’ll start at about 12:30 and game until 
2-ish. Please join us in the Conference Room! Any questions? See Kim Tyler or Suzanne 
Lamorey. 
 
WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERINGS 
The Giving Statements for the 1st half of 2026 (1H2026) have been sent out via email 
on July 8th. If you haven’t received your statement and were expecting one, or have 
questions about what you received,  please contact the church office. Your thoughtful 
generosity supports our many ministries that reach out to so many in the Charlotte 
region and beyond. Thank you! 

http://www.holycovenantucc.org/


CONGREGATIONAL STRATEGIC PLANNING WEEKEND, SEPT. 18 & 19 
We are asking the entire congregation to save the dates: Fri., Sept. 18 (5:30pm-
9:00pm) & Sat., Sept. 19 (8:30am-3:00pm) for our Strategic Planning Weekend. Your 
participation, presence, and voice are vital to making this important work of 
envisioning our church’s future a success! More details will be available as we approach 
this important time together, for now we just need you to mark your calendars, and 
plan to attend. 
 
 
 

Please Remember in Prayer 
Members 

Terrence & Anne Hayes in the recent death of Anne’s mother, Claire J. Hurst 
Mel Andersen, Darline Batton, Kathy Habel, Jim & Faye Humphrey, Melissa Noll, Lee 
Parrish, Anita Taylor, Alice & Sally Phelan-Young 

Friends & Family Members 
Ashley Hedrick & Skip Yeager in the recent death of Ashley’s mother, Cindy Hedrick 
Chris Calder & family in the recent death of his father, Jeff Calder (Martha Bomely) 
Farug Brown Bey (Jeffery Edwards-Knight), Joan Bowling (Kristen Fuchs), Lester 
Brigman (Lee Parrish), Kim Chamberlain (Kevin Decker), Cecelia Ciciollo (Dom 
Ciciollo), April Dawson, Mario Gaetani and family (Kristen Fuchs), Ann Garret (Holly 
Middleton & Dawn Schmitz), Samuel Head (Benjamin Rudolph), Jack Hillard (Barbara 
Schneller), Jeanne Hord (Diane Neese), Henry Hildebrand (Bill & Connie Hildebrand), 
Charlie Holt (Autumn Holt), Judson Hulsey (Kristen Fuchs), Janet & Lon Kominski (Dawn 
Simmons), Renee Lewis (Martha Battles), Richard Lease (Barb Schneller), Matty 
McKinnon (Joy Decker), Geraldine Mobley (Jeffery Edwards-Knight), Tom, Beth and 
Ariel Rudolph (Benjamin Rudolph), Brenchia Thomas, Steve Thomas (Jeffery Edwards-
Knight) Dave & Jennifer Ward (Jay & Cathy Whitley), June Washburn (Patrick 
Washburn), Scott Whitley (Jay Whitley) 
 
If you wish to add someone to the list, please send a note to  
prayers@holycovenantucc.org. We periodically adjust our prayer list. If you would 
like to have someone added back, please contact the office. 

 
  

 
OUR MINISTRY TEAM 

Rev. Christopher Czarnecki, MDiv, MBA, Senior Pastor 
RevChris@holycovenantucc.org 

Jon Weddell, MDiv, MSW, Minister of Music 
Dawn Simmons, BSBF, Executive Assistant 

Mailing address:  P.O. Box 481285, Charlotte NC 28269 
3501 West W.T. Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28269-8510 

www.holycovenantucc.org     704-599-9810 

mailto:prayers@holycovenantucc.org

